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religiously, not le« by Protettantiim than by CathoUdm,

that the fight, againet the neweit enemiee of both, miMk bt
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In order, however, to arrive at such a justification, if,

indeed, it be poMible tu do eo, it will be necessary, in addi-

tion to what I have ventured to term the leriptunl fof»-

riiadowings of such an alliance, to go back to what, I think,

was surely among the strangest revelations ever made by

God to one of His servants. Most of us Icnow something,

at iMst, all we need, m earr to know, about the moral con-

dition of paganism at the ^ inae when Christianity first began

to be preached. But even though, as Kingsley says,'

"the sins of the heathen world are utterly indescribable,"

ludi aa no man would dare to write, much less to {mnt,

as they were; the City of Corinii? was a byword throughout

such a world, 'or all that was vilest and most unspeakable.

Yet it was concerning Corinth, of all places, that God said

to Saint Paul: "I have much people in tiiis city." (Acta

xviii, 10.)

It has been the "tradition" of Catholics, almost, one

might say, an article of faith, ever since the great religious

revolt of the sixteenth century, to regard Protestantism as

a "pestilent heresy", aa spiritually, and irredeemably evil,

out of which no good can possibly come, and for which nr

excus3 can be possibly made. Strictly speaking, Protest

antism, in so far as it has departed from the Catholic Faith,

is a heresy, but that it contains elements of truti), truths

out of proportion, wrongly insisted on, if 70U will, Jinnot

be denied. It is this measure of truth, ib .r/sBtly believed,

and faithfully practised by men and women in good faith,

to whom Protestantism is, simply, "the gospel," that

accounts, reUgiously speaking, both for its continuance

and for the lives of those who know no other form <»>

measure of the truth of God. Protestants are, therefore,

"material" heretics, but not "formal"; heretics in fact,

but not in intention.

IPiviMCto "HypktU."


