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THE COMMERCIAL.

far North Saskatehewan yvalley.  The news startled
settlers generally.  Troops from  Manitoba and Eastern
Provinces were ondered to the Narthwest 1o quell the
same. Arthure Millbank  was deeply  interested in the
state of affairs, but he was much more deeply wterested
in hid brother Jake, when hegot back amd found him
down in bed delirious with a fever, and  Mr. Stickiouth,
the machiners  agent anniously  watehimg at hix bed
side.

CHAPTER ¥,
RECOVERY.

Juke Millbank's feser was alongzas well as a violent
one, and the skill of Dr. Sawbones was taved to itx
limits to bringe his patient aafels  through, Hix mind
xeemed 0 Keep wandering over his husiness troublesin
the dilerium, and often he was heant 1o mntter between
nervous sighing  spasis,  the Incomprehensible wornds,
sOne thing and ote thing alone.”  Arthate was nucensing
fn his watehfulness of his brother, leaviug the store §n
charge of Mr, Smith, who had agrecd to stay during
Jake's illuess.  Slickmouth, some of whose ¢vil trits the
reader has obsened, showed how above the  dark mantle
of crookadness woven Ly a nuspuided  experience, his
naturally good heart would rise 7 for no bther could
wateh and nurse more kindly than hie did Jake through
the long weeks of buming tever. Poor My, Slickmouth,
like manv another man with a hind big heart, he had
nusinterpreted the fisst bhand lessonof early  hfe, and
tever afternands could he sev out of financial difticulty
any way but a crooked one.  Thus the true usefulness
of many a good man v lost At times the patient
would 100k somenhat calmer, and reason would strugple
to master delirum, then he would look up into the fuce
of cither of his nurses, andgasp Arthur or S, then
gradully sink back into the dehrum,

The fever hatd about spent ity force and a lucid term
of a few moments cante.  Jake looked up for the face of
his brother or the tnachinery wan, but another formn was
bending over him, and a pair of deep blue eves full of
tenderness and moist with tears gazed into hiv, a hamd
fighter and softer than that of either his hrother or his
triend stroked back his hair, and a pair of goft lips were
pressed against his brow.  He was t00 weak to ask who
bent over him, although those c¢yes seemed to earry a
sense of soothing relief to his tever tangled brain, That
hand and the kiss of those lips brought a feeling of velief
from pain, and as he gazed upward sacantly into the
deep blue eyes, he gradually sank into 8 calin and almost
feverless sleep, from which when he awoke four hours
later, Dr. Sawbones pronounced the fever broken up

When Jake Millbank recosered enough to inove out of
his room into his store ho was astomished to Icarn the
great changes which had taken place  Hisidle hors 8
had been sold at good prices to a Governmnent purchasing
agent, as had scveral second-hand wagons he used to
have in his shed. Al had been wanted for mmbtary
transport purposes  Arthar had sold his tanu too, and
wadea profitable sale of it and the first act of business
Jake did was to sim thedeed. Six weeks after his re-
corvery the revelhion was crushed ard troops and trans.
ports were on their way home.  Among the latter ere
many of hiy farmer customers, who with their tcams had
been in theservice of the Government, and were return.
ing with plenty of ready money in their possession. That
al} Jake received payment of old bills e never expected
to receive, and before the close of the year he was able
to pay back to his brother all the cash ho had advanced
to secure a settlement with his creditors. The follow.
ing fourth of February did not bring him any financiat
annoyance, and as ho gave up all idea of making a suc-
cess by dabbling in everything, he found he was able to
make it by sticking close to one thing, namely, the dusi.
ness of a country genersl merchant.

Arthur Millbank madec another visit to the Northwest
in the carly fall ot 1887, that ycar of great prosperity in
that country, when he was present to scoa fastening
made between Mr, Jacob Millbank and Miss Minuie
1alton by tbe Rev. Mr. Mildmay., That aame winter the
littlo town was incorporated end Javob Millbank was the
chartcr mayor. tiis worship stood at the door of his
store on the fourth of February, 1588, angd soliloquized
as he looked around :  ““Yes, I cannot scc § traco of iny
follies and misfortuncs of three ycars ago.” Here he
stopped short, then muttered a little more audibly
**Blast it there's Sam Slickmouth and that setter bitch,
t‘.?c l‘l,ln‘y relic of that aristocratic scoundrel, Ponsonby
Neville.”

The North:[}uuntry.

Baut little definite knowledge has yet been
gathered about the country north of the Saskat-
chewan river, but coough has been mado known
during the last few years to dispel many of the

false ideas held about this great region. The
popular idea throughout Canadw regarding the
north country is certainly far astiay. It is not
many years ago thut Manitoba and the adjuin.
ing territory to the west was considered almoat
uninhabitable. When the true nature of the
country, its soil, climato and resources became
known, the Dominion of Canada assumedanim-
portanco in the minds of the people whizh they
had never drcamed of before. Ve beliove there
is even agreater surprise in atore for ths people
when a fuller knowledge has been gained about
the country north of the Saskatchewan. Ex-.
plorations made of late have already had the
effect of dispelling much ignorauce concerning
this vast region, but wo are only begioning to
get our eyes open as to the great heritage which
the Dominion has in the north. Lieutenant
Colonel Butler, C.B.,F.R G.S. says :—

“Standing at the junction of the two Saskat.
chewans (the centie point of the Prince Albert
district) the traveller sees to the north and east
the dark ranks of a great forest, while to the
south and west begia the endless prairies of the
middle continent. Now, if we take a line from
here and continue it on through the very rich
and fertile country lying twenty to thirty miles
north of Carleton, we will bo passing through
about the centre of the true fertile belt. The
fertile balt has been defined as being bLounded
on the north by the North Saskatchewan river.
1t will yet be found that thers are ten acres of
fertile laud lying north of the North Saskat.
chewan for every one acre lying south of it.”

The opinion of this great explorer is valuable
and must not be taken as a random assertion.
Just think of it ! ten acres of good land vorth
to onc south of the North Saskatchewan ! If
the country weroe equally valuable north and
south of the great river we would have a vast
heritage to the ncrth, but this explorer
estimates that the country to the north has ten
times *he value of that to the south. This is
certainly wonderful, aud almost beyond the
comprehension of many Canadians who are
steeped in the popular ignorance about our
great nporth land. This igoorance has been
dispelled concerning the country south of the
Saskatchewas and it will soon be dispelled as
regards the country to the orth.

The vastness of the territosy north of the
North Saskatchewan river is a matter about
which many are ignorant. It contains lakes of
10,000 to 12,000 square miles in size. Rivers
which are measured in length by thousands of
miles, the MacKenzie river being 2,500 miles
in length,and vast arcas of agricultural,grazing,
timber and mineral lands. The greatest petro-
leum beds in the world are probably those
north of the Saskatchewan. There are great
aress of coal lands, while gold, iror and many
other minerals are koown to exist. All the
northera lakes and rivers swarm with valuable
food fishes, the whitefish being specially abun-
dant and of fino quality. The total area of the
country north of the North Saskatchewan is
over 2,000,000 squarc miles. The area of

the Austriaz  empire is 240,000; France
is 204,000 ; German c¢mpire, 211,000 ;
Spain, 197,000 ; United Kingdom, 121,000

squarc miles. These five great empires combin-
cd make up less than onc half of the area of the
country north of the North Saskatchewan, If
therefore, only a small portion of the total is
adapted to scttlement, there will be room for
many millions of inhabitants in such portion.

The country immedintely to tho north
and cast of Prince Albert is o great
forest region of valuable timber land, in-
terspersed with rich hay meadows. This must
become tho contre of a great lumbering industry
in time. The svil is good, and when cleared of
timber, wi.l bo valuable for farming and stock
raising. The Shell river countsy north and
east of Prince Albert is a large prairie region,
having very rich soil, aud is well adapted to
general agriculture. Some sottlers are already
croasing to the north side of the river, both for
farming and ranching—stock raiing—and in
time Princo Albert will probably have as large
a population to the north as to thesouth. A
road has heen cut from Prince Albert north-
ward a distance of about 125 miles, to Montieal
lake, for freighting purposes. From the latter
lake there is"a water route via Churchill river
by open boat to Hudson bay. Some fine white.
fish and trout are brought to Prince Albert
from the lakes. There are no civilized settle.
ments in the district referred to, but there are
a pumber of Indian settlements and trading
posts at points between Prince Albert and
Churchill, on Hudson bay. Some missions
have also been established among the lodians.
At Stanley nission a fine church of the Epis.
copalian denomination has been established,
and it has a large congregation of Indian acher-
ents. Part of the material for tho church,
such as the stained glass windows, ete., was
brought from England, vis Hudson bay. The
lumber was sawn by hand on the spot. The
country through to Hudson bay becomes
rocky some distanze beyond Montreal lake,
aud is supposed to be valuable in minerals.

Now Manitnhé Flonr Mills,

Manitoba has made progress the past year
in the willing industry, a unumber of new
mills baving been established. Along the Man-
itoba and North-Western railway three new
roller mills haviog been built,one each at Arden,
Neepawa oand Russell.  On the Cavadian
Pacific main line and branches new mills have
been built, one tach at McGregor, Austin,
Manitou and Pilot Mouud ; also an oatmeal
mill at Portage la Prairic to replace the onc
burned last fall. At Brandou the mill has
been rebuilt, and increased in capacity from
130 to 230 bbls per day. At Regina the mill
was bmined last fall. The latter was located
the farthest west of any mill cast of the
wmountaing in Canadian territory. The new
mills'mentioned are mostly small, having an
average capacity of about 100 bbls cach per
day. Last fall tle first roller mill on the
Canadian Pacific coast was completed. This
mill is located at Victoria and has a capacity
of about 200 bbls. The firm also operates a
rice mill at Victoria. A train load of wheat
was shipped from Manitoba for the Victorin
mill recently, tho supply of wheat on our
Pacific coast being limited in quantity and soft
in quality. A large number of clevators have
been put up at Manitoba points during the
past year, and the grain storage capacity of
Manitoba, including Lake Superior ports, is now
estimated at 3,000,000 bushels. Ten years ago
Manitoba had no grain storage accom-
modation.




