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A PULP MILL PROJECT.

RecenT developments bring the prospects of a
new pulp mill near St. John nearer realization,
and it is now thought that the er_eption of one at
Musquash, about 15 miles from the city, will
soon be proceeded with.

The Lancaster Pulp and Paper Company was
incorporated by = special act at the last session
of the legislature, and among its promoters are
some well-known gentlemen. They have secured
the Knight property at Musquash, consisting of
some 36,000 acres of land in fee simple and
9,000 acres of land in form of license, having
eighteen years torun. The property controls
ten large lakes and all other water privileges
which are contained in an old grant given over
100 years ago. The water supply is said to be
perpetual, having a very firm reservoir capacity
capable of development at a very low cost. The
growth of timber has been stated by experts to
be the finest in quality to be obtained. The tim-
ber experts, Messrs. Andrew Hammond, of Mil-
ford, Me., and Geo. T. Crawford, of Boston,
claim that the property and its opportunities for
the making of pulp are superior to any known
by them. One of the company’s promoters
claims that the annual growth of timber on the
property will equal nearlr 30,000 cords, and that
on account of the numerous driveable streams in
all directions the pulp wood can be delivered at
the mills for about $1.350 per cord. Musquash
is about 15 miles along the northern Bay of
Fundy shore west of St. John. The site of the
proposed pulp mill immediately adjoins the saw
mill of J. & B. L. Knight. Being so near the
winter port of Canada, the mill will have great
advantages in receiving supplies and in making
shipments at all seasons. Mr. B. F. Pearson, of
Halifax, one of the best known business promot-
ers in Eastern Canada, is interested in the pro-
ject. Mr. Chas. Burrill, Weymouth Bridge, N.
S., is also interested.

The pulp mills in Nova Svotia are reported to be work-
ing 1o thewr utmost capacity, and the sthupments of thns
year promise to exceed those of any previous season,

WOOD PULP IN FRANCE.

TuaT section of the French Agricultural Society
which concerns itself with forest products recently
communicated with Messrs. Darblay, of the
Essonnes Paper Mills, asking them a series of
questions with a view of discovering why wood
pulp cannot be made as well in France as in any
other country, and if so, why, assuming the
necessary material to be procurable locally, the
great bulk of that commodity at present used in
French paper mills comes from Scandinavia, or
at any rate from foreign countries?

The firm, in their response to the queries indi-
cated, went into the matter at considerable
length. Dealing with mechanical pulp, it was
stated that about 400,000 tons per annum of this
material were consumed in the French paper
mills, and it was pointed out that in order to
turn out mechanical pulp profitably a very large
amount of motive power was necessary, say 60
to 70 horse power to produce one ton of pulp in
a working day ot 24 hours. An annual con-
sumption of 400,000 tons means in round num-
bers 11,000 tons per day, the production of which
would necessitate consumption of power to the ex-
tent of 5,000 h.p. In the Scandinavian countries,
and in factn the north ot Europe generally, water
power to this extent can be easily found, but in
France it would be practically impossible to do so.
Even the expenditure of an enormous amount of
money would not suffice to provide what is
necessary. For instance, an outlay of from nine
to ten millions of francs at Bellegarde, on the
Rhone, has only resulted in providing a maximum
of 3,000 horse power at a cost of about 3,300
francs per horse power.

In Norway, on the contrary, power can be ob-
tained at a fourth of this rate, and further, there
is practically nothing to be paid for the carriage
of the wood, it being floated down the streams
from the place where itis cut. In detault, there-
tore, of finding the necessary water power in
France, it is evident that the profitablc manufac-
ture of mechanical wood pulpis almost an im-
possibility. Even assuming that in certain cases

steam power to the required . moyp oy
raised, it would cost from 250 *» 300 frams,
horse power per annum ; thati to sy, fron }
to so francs per ton of pulp mad . Them.,,&
ture of this quantity would co sume abogy ¢
steres of wood (1 stere is equal  aboyg 4. e
feet), and taking the price per ere gt |3;[:*=
francg, the total cost of product \vorksm:
about 100 francs per ton. :

So far as chemical pulp.is cu ‘cerned, itspy
duction, of course, requires les motjye
but nevertheless a good deal ol steam Fasig;
necessary, the wood having to te degl wike
high temperatures. The man.lacture o &
class of pulp must, therefore, resulve itsellmiy
into a question of wood and co.., and the Ly
is very high priced just now. Messrs, Dy
consider that fir and aspen are the best wog
from which to prepare pulp, especially the Lot
which is thought to be, as regards the qualiyg
its fibre, quite equal to the best rags, T
varieties of fir that are generally found in Fry
are usuvally very knotty, and this is a coofig,
that produces impurities in the pulp, Evengpe
from this the timber is not grown locally in o5
cient quantities to enable wood pulp tobe oy
out of it to any extent worth speaking of,

If the total amount of forest land in Fray;
taken as nine millions of hectares (1 by
equalling nearly 214 acres), not more than 25b0
of these are devoted to the growth of fir, Ty
quantity would produce perhaps 400,000 o
metres (or steres), of wood, one-fifth of sl
having regard to the quantity which is used &
other purposes, would be available tor the mz
facture ot pulp. The pines that growing
Maritime districts could no doubt be made 2
able for the manufacture of pulp destined for
in the production of common papers, bat t
would not be so profitable a business asi
manufacture of a better class of pulp forusi
white paper, such as printings, etc.

The cost of transport has also to be considurs
and in France this is generally very heavy, b
ing regard to the relatively low value of sud:
material as timber. For instance, the caniyp
of wood from the district of Poitou to the neigh
borhoud ot Paris would cost practically as
as its freight from Norway to Rouen. T
legislation of 1892, the outcome of which ws
the imposition of a duty on wood pulp reprassst
ing neatly 10 per cent. of its value, was desigul
to promote the possibility of the French piye
maker manufactqring his own pulp, add
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Do You Want

OAK

PLAIN OR QU AR ERED

POPLAR
HICKORY

GUM

ASH

CYPRLSS
COTTUONWOOD
YELLOW PINE

OR
HARD MAPLE?
We Have It!

- We can ship you

DRY HARDWOOD LUNBER

Mixed or straight cars, &
rect from our nulls,

Write for prices and state
your wants.

We can give you whit
you war: ond when jo
want-it-?

Address correspondeos
L0 mm—— )

GED. T, AUSTONACL

CHICACO ILL




