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CHRONOLOGY.

T14ough,,Its oit a fewc Events of thiLrst five Centuries oJ the

Christian Era.

TiUn most hasty viewv of the historical ntes of olden, time, af--
'ordls to tho studjous mnd nhatter ofJeep and instructive :nterest.
If Hlistory gives the form and pressure of departed days, if it is
as the body itseif embalmed with exquisite skill, rtnd forming a'
study ut once fit for the ccinnoiseur, the moralist and the scho-

lar ; Chrunology whichi gives dates and mere concatenation, of

facts, seems the valuable skele ton of the dcparted giaznt;'ir riot

so picturesqh? as the ernbalmed figure, it is less deceptious, and

«ives the tnechanism, and the proportions of events with ad-
mirable and most satisfa.ctory accuracy.

The yenrî which in the present chapter lie before us, as re-

caled'hadwsini a magical glass, possess many incidents of pecu-

liar coricern to the Briton -ind the Christian.-In the frec and

rathcer fancy sketchw~hich w& here give-tbe stèrn spirit of the

era, it5i politics and its wars, are not the first to catch the iai

nation ;-we recolleet thnt nt ils opening the Christian's Loi-i

and Mastcr became Emanuel; and at ihis commencement of the

visible reigu of'the Spirit of Spirits among men, the.comparative-

Iy sordid and paltry concerus of mere monarclis yioldl a mo-
ment's precedence. The Poet and the Christian will join us inl

otreating the Roman's grasp at the sceptre of ocean, which was

about this time made; and the ravages of that power over Eu-

rope, ivhen the ivarriors of the &&eterna! cityl" erected fortress

alongr the beautiful Rhine, and stili unsated, directcd their fialcI-
-4 ons against the painted savages of Britain, as sccondary incidents-


