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‘made gold the only legal tender.
‘present time it is practically of-litle im-
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ndmlb Lhat a geneml demonebwabxon ‘of
silver:would be ruinous. to the 3 woxld and
yet they refuse to discuss the- subJect of a
common standard; j.vlnch if thé principal
comniercial nations of ‘the world could be
. brought to agree on, mightbe established
without much difficulty. 'The causes of
fuilure in-the “attempts to establish a bi-

metallic currency are obvious, The United
States when ib established the value of
silver at ‘16 'to’1 of gold, knowing that
1nhzance it was 154 tol, practlcally estab-
Jlished a gold standard, - just as if it had
At the

portance whether the.ratio were estab-
lished ab.16- or 115} to 1, but it is of the

Vhigyh‘est; importance  that whatever ratio
“'should befixed on, it should be. uni-
~form.

The experience of France is that:
by suspending the coinage of silver dur-
ing its depreciation, it prevented any
inconvenience to its people. Had it not
~suspended coinage, the silver of,Germany .
would have. been 'poured into France.
I£ the nationz of the world "could agree
on a bi-metallic currency, it would be easy
to supplement  the agreement by one to

suspend temporarily the coinage of either

metalin case ‘of’ depreciation. Asto India,

. Mr. Weston isclearly right in thinking

. that it should in-the meantime adhere to

“, its sole silver standard. It daes not suffer
more than all othier debtors in ‘having to

v pay iﬁecredit’ors in gold. .
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Tt musb be admitted that tlleze has been
cmple ground for the criticisms: which
‘have been very generally made. on’ the
recent bouleversement :of vthe ‘Chapleau
Government. It :is one of those events
‘that lltexa.lly takes one's breath awn.y As

~ regards the prmclpal ch'uactex, Mr. Chap-

Ies.u, there is nothing very extraordinary
»inhis prel‘eumga, portfolio.in the Domin-
‘ion Cabinet to his premiership in Quebec;’
-.and 1f‘ in the ordinary course of events, he
‘had 1e81gned his posltlon in' Quebec, and
. aceepted - ‘office .in* the Dominion, there

- would really be nothing in‘ the circum-

‘stance.to call for special remark, We legin
from the English MinisterialQrgan in Mon-
" treal,that-there is to be a new shuffie of the

Dommlon Cnbmet, andthe announcement N

s made, as'if there had been ng important :
change, but. merely ‘that “ig may be inter-
esting to xeca.pxtulsxte the oﬁ\ces of the
‘Ministers.” Ib  appears that the: Hon. Mr.
Macphel son isto hold two offices; to'which
‘adequate aries: -ave  attached, - viz,

. ‘Speaker of. the'%Leulslatwe Couneil and

i+ President of the Dxecutwe Council.- Hon
Tlank Smlth is to occupy a seat “ thhout |

[

‘porbfolla, as dld Mr Blake”v Ml Smxth
“has ‘been ' a- successful merclmnt, and
doubtless much prefers giving ‘his chief
attention to his own business, but to com-
pare him to Mr, Blakeis simply ridiculous.
Mr. Blake lent his influence as'a recog-
nized political leader to the Government
of Mr. Mackenzie,  while Mr. Smith-is
wholly unkriown as.a party leader, and
has been appomted simply to. 5t‘&tlfy &
certain following in Ontario; who must be
thankful for small favms, if they accept
Mr. Smith without & portfolio as their
Cabinet representative.. - We  presume -
that the Gazette's programme is correct,
but it is - to be lamented that "Sir- John
Macdonald has allowed ‘another opportu-
nity to pass without taking the Presi- :
dency of the Council, which is clearly the
office that ought to be held by the First
Minister, so as to enable him to éxercise
proper supervision over all’ the other
departments. '
We confess that we labor under some |
difficulty in ‘ treating the subject of the
change of Ministry in Quebee.  'We have
no precedent to guide us. ' On the face
of the transaction it appears that Mesgrs,
Cho.pleau & Mousseau, with ‘reference
to" their ‘personal wishes and interests,
effected ' an exchange of offices with or
without" conditions. . It -is. simply incon-:
1 ceivable ‘ that, if Mr. ‘Chapleau -had: re-
“signed his Quebec premiership, the Lien- :
teriant-Glovernor would have cha,rged with
the formation of a.new admmlstmtlon a
gentleman who was not & Member  of
either branch of the Le«xslabule, and’ who :
is not known. to possess the ‘politigal con-’
fidence of ‘the members of either of the
Houses. . It has always been deemed by
the : Commons- of Great Britain a most
dangerous thing to estabhsh aven dotibt-
ful precedents. It would be difficult: to
find a precedent: for " &n act which ' seems
to lmve been accepted as'a matter of
course: by men -that it would have been»
nnagmed would haye repelled’ wxbh atter
scorn the invitation from 'an mdwxdual
who, in ‘virtue of a private arran e mént,
was: placed in a posmon ext,hel to’ tum out”

lebam them a8 mere clelks o
master,’ '
The new Premier lms cllscm ded-tivo’ o[-
‘the late colleagues of his pledecessor and.
*hasg substxtuted .others- in their place.
.'lhere has been no polmccl crisis, and, so
‘far as’ the’ public-are aware, there was no
'dxﬁ‘elence between those dismissed : and
‘those retained. It has’ been z'umored thab
the dlsmlssed Mmlsters are” to’ be. pro-

L bub if such should be the case 1t W111 only 4

_of . the constitution  which -

‘objects.
‘party ‘and" join ~anotlier ~without ‘any -

‘renson, exceptthat they may’ ‘themselves « -
obtain office, they simplysell themselves -

for office.” Coalitions- aie'only"juatlﬁable L

“the Govemment by ‘the - castmg vo
the Speaker in’ one House,,

~,v1ded for ‘by: permanenb appombments, 1%
'the fonmalnon of ane ‘ A

add> to the’ dlsglace ol" thio tmnsnctlon If S

on: the other hand,’ ‘they are not £6 be pro-
vided for, then the ‘oniss lies on'the" Min.
isters who have coolly deserted collezwues
with whom they had been acsing in" per<
fect amity, up to.ths last moment. The
whole transection is soextraordinary, so
competely at.variance with' the principles
we "have
adopted as our' guide, that it is ‘really
difficult to characterize it; and. we niust’
patiently abule events. It has beensug-
gested thiat the chief object of the change

“was to reconcile a section of the Con-

servative party which had beén dlsswtlsﬁed
with therailroad policy of the Gover nment
There is cer hamly no-ground l‘ulmshed for
this suggestion in'the’ appomtments actu-
ally made. * It might be imagined that the

‘removal of Messrs, Paquet & Flynn who-

deserted the Liberal party, on ng appment
ground ‘but . to obtain office, wouldbe
acceptable to the Conservatives, had not
Mr. Starnes been invited to ‘join the new
Government, “Mr. Starnes as not only a
member of the Joly Gfovernment, but he

‘continued a member of the party afterthe

desertions which caused’ its- overthrow.
He then became an advocate of coalition,
and may probably imagine that"his' own
adhesion to the new Conser'v'ahve Govern-

. ment . establishes ‘thee fact of a. conlmon o
There ‘has ‘been:no recent Just.lﬁablc ;

ground for ccalxt\on in " Quebee, and no- ‘

thing tends moreto "skiake conﬁdence in 0
the integrity ‘of: sta.tesmen than the de- "

sertion of a pohmcal par ty for ‘personal
‘When men leave" one’ pohmcal

when no other means -can-be found: for
carrying ona Governient satisfactorily,
There may be three distinet’ pemes, two
of which, by combining, mny: renider it im-

/possible for the other to carry ‘on’the

Government, or-there “may be two™" pal
ties nea.xly of ‘the ‘same strength, such ds

‘existed in’ the Quebec Yegislature “after -
.the dissolution advzsed by Mr. Joly Tha.t

¢legrly. was. a case” i’ which) if possxble,e
ition - whould have, been resort ‘
The 'Admmlstlatlon was sustamed by the‘
castmg vote of the Speaker, who had been ‘

i elected ' as an .opponant ‘of sthe pm'ty,
: wluch selected lnm I\h

dmmlsbratwn to -

I % RS ,‘~f

Joly commltted g



