
admit that a general demonetiation of
silver would be ruinous te the world, and
yet they refuse to discuss the subject of a
common standard, which, if the principal
comnmercial nations of the world could be
brought te agree on, rnight be established
without much difficulty. The causes of
failure in the attempts to establish a bi-
metallic currency are obvions. The United
States wvhen it established the value of
silver at 16 te 1 of gol(, knowing that
inFranceitwas 15à to 1, practically estab-
lished a gold standard, just as if it had
made gol the only legal tender. At the
present time it is practically of litle im-
portance whether the ratio were estab-
lished at 16 or 151 te 1, but it is of the
highest importance that whatever ratio
should be fixel on, it should be uni-
form. The experience of France is that
by suspending the coinage of silver dur-
ing its depreciation, it prevented any
inconvenience te its people. Rad it not
suspended coinage, the silver ofGermany
would have been poured into France.
If the nations of the world 'could agree
on a bi-metallic currency, it wouldbe easy
te supplement the agreement by one te
suspend temporarily the coinage of either
metal in case of depreciation. As te India,
Mr. Weston is clearly right in thinking
that it should in the meantime adhere te
its sole silver standard. It does not suffer
more than ail ether debtors in having te
pay its creditors in gold.

TIlE NEW QUEBEC MINISTRY.

i must be admitted that th ere has been
ample ground for the criticisms vhichi
have been very generally made on the
recent bouleovcrsein cut of the Chapleau
Government. It i one of those events
thatliterally takes one's breath away. As
regards the principal character, Mr. Chap-
leautlere is nothing very extraordinary
ià his preferring a portfolio in the Domin-
ion Cabinet te his premiership in Quebec;
and if, in the ordinary course of events, he
had resigned his position in Quebec, and
accepted office in the Dominion, there
would really be nothing in the circun-
stancecal for special remark. We lealn
from the English MinisterialOrgan in Mon-
treal,that there is to be a newr shuffie of the
Dominion Cabinet, anilthe announcement
is made, as if there had leen no important
change, but merely that "it may be inter-
esting te récapitulate the offices of the
Ministers.' It appears that the lon. Mr.
Maephesoeisto hold to officeste which.
'adequate §làries are attaclied, riz.,
Speaker oth legislative Connoil and
2resident of the Exécutive Council. Hbji
Frank Smitbi is t eccupy a seat wihout

portfolio, as did Mr. Blake." Mr. Smith
bas been a successful merchant, anl
doubtless much prefers giving bis chief
attention te bis own business, but te com-
pare him te Mr. Blake is simply ridiculous.
Mr. Blake lent his influence as a recog-
nized political leader te the Government
of Mr. Mackenzie, while Mr. Smith is
whbolly nnknown as a party leader, and
bas been appointed simply te gratify a
certain following in Ontario, who must be
thanlful for siali favors, if they accept
Mr' Smith without a portfolio as their
Cabinet representative. We presume
that the Gazette's programme is correct,
but it is te be lamented that Sir John
Macdonald bas allowed another opportu-
nity to pass without taking the Presi-
dency of the Council, which is clearly the
office that ought te be held by the First
Minister, se as to enable him te exercise
proper supervision over ali the other
departients.

We confess that ire labor under some
difficulty in treating the subject of the
change ef Ministry in Quebec. We have
no precelent te guide us. On the face
of the transaction it appears that Messrs.
Chapleau & Mousseau, with reference
te their personal wishes and interests,
effected an exchange of offices vith or
without conditions. It is simply incon-
ceivable that, if Mr. Chapleau had re-
signed his Quebec premiership, the Lieu-
tenant-Governor would have charged with
the formation tof a neir administration a
gentleman who was not a Member of
eitler branch of the Legislature, and who
s not knovn te possess the political con-
fidence of the members of either of the
louses. ILt bas alvays been deemîed'by
the Commons e Great Britain a most
dangerous thing te establish even doubt-
fui precedents. It would be difficult te
find a precedent for an act which seenis
ta have been acceptedl asa materf et
course by mon that It Would have been
imagined would have repelledvwith ttr
scorn the invitation from an' individual
vho, in virtue of a private arrarige mr t,

was placed in a position either, ttufrfii't
of office Ministers ivho, ire areibounå te
assume, possessed public confidenceeý
retain theni as more clerks toey'a- new
master,.

The new Premier bas discardedivo o-
the late éolleagues of his predece'ssand
has substituted others in their place.
Ther has been no politice crisis, and, se
far as thepublic are awvare, there was no
difference between those dismissed and
those retained It as been rumored that
tbe dismnissed Ministers are te be pro-
vided fo y permanent appointients,
bùt if sc shouldb the case it ivili onl

add te the disgrace of tio transaction. If,
on the other hand, they are not té be pro-
vided for, then the onus lies on the Min-
isters who have coolly deserted colleagues
with whoii they hai been acting in per-
fect amity, up to the last momen't. The
ývhole transaction is so extraordinary, sa
competely at variance with the principles
of the constitution vhich ive have
adopted as our guide, that it is reàlly
diflicult te characterize iti and ive niu'st
patiently abide events. It bas been sug-
gested that the chief object of the change
was te reconcile a section of the Con-
servative party which had been dissatisfieil
with the railroad policy of the Goveinment.
There is certainly no ground furnished for
this suggestion in the appointments actu-
ally made. It might be iniagined that the
removal of Messrs. Paquet & Flynn who
deserted the Liberal party, on no apparent
ground but to obtain office, would be
acceptable to the Conservatives, hal not
Mr. Starnes been invited to join the new
Government. Mr. Starnes ivas not only a
meiber of the Joly Government, but he
continued a member of the party after the
desertions vhich caused its overthrow.
He then became an advocate of coalition,
and nay probably imagine that bis' own
adhesion to the neiw Conservative Govern-
nient establishes the fact of a coalition.

There has been no re'cent justifiable
ground for coalition in Q,uebee, and no-
thing tends more to shake confidence in
the integrity e statesmen than the de-
sertion of a political party for personal
objects When men leave one politicht
party and join another without any
reason, except 1that they may themselves
obtain office, they simply'sell-themselvés
for office. Coalitions are only justifiablo
when no other means can be found for
carrying on a Governnient satisfactorily.
There may be three distinct parties, two
of which, by combiningmay:rerider itim
possible for the other to carry on the
Government, or there may be two Ûar-
ties nearly of the same strength, such as
existed in the Quebec Legislatxre after
the dissolution advised by Mr. Joly. That
clëarly was a case iliich if possible,
coalition shoul have been res6rodteo.

ôAdministrationlwas sustainec by the
casting vote of the Speaker, who bai been
elected as'an opponent of the party
w'hichselectedlhim. M.Joly comiitted
a fatal mistake in attemoti to carry or
the Goveriment by the casting o ot
the Speaker in one, lHuse, and ,vitb' a
'majority againt him. in the other. le
should have placedhis own resignatie rin
the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor,
ad should bave adisedhim to entrust
thé formation ef oa A . nsiiiÈation te


