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power to place this excellent speech be-
fore our readers in exfenso, but we may
venture to call attention to a few of the
principal topies, viz. : the supeviority of
our Constitution; the importance ol main:
taining the independence of our Judiciary,
and the status of our Civil Service.

On the question of the superiority. of
our Constitution, which is oceasionally
doubted, Lord Duflerin spolke as follows :

“In the first place .yon possess the best form
“of Government with which any historical nation
has cver been blessed. (Cheers,) The exeel-
lency of the British- Constitution, with the self-
expanding energies it embodies, is an ancient
story which I need not_insist upon; but as
there are always external forces which disturb
the working of the most perfect mechanisn, so
in an old country like England many influences
exist to- trouble the harmonious operations of
the political machine, but here our Constitution
“hias been set agoing ahnost v veewo—entirely
disencumbered” of those entanglements which
traditional prejndices and social complivations
have given birth toat home. My vexvadvice to
you then would be to guard and cherish the
characteristics of yowr Gonstitution with o
sleepless vigilance.”

Most sincerely 8o we hope that this
parting advice will be followed. If we ad-
heve strictly to ¢ those great principles of
t Constitutional and Parliamentary Gov-
“ ernment which centuries ago were born
¢ in Bngland, which our ancestors shed
& their blood to defend, which our fore-
¢ fathers transplanted to this country,”
we .may be sure that we-are treading on’
safe ground. We are reminded by this
language of the application by the old
TReformers of Ontario, of the language of
Licutenant-Governor Simecoe, the first
Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canadn,
who amnounced that the Constitution

which had been conferred on that Pro--

vince # was not a mutilated constitution
but one the very image and transcript of
that of Great Britain.” The immense 'su-
periority of our system of Parliamentary
Giovernment,which secures the harmonious
action of our several estates, over that of
our neighbours, where each estate is con-
stantly checking the other, is, we believe,
acknowledged by our :leading statesmon
on both sides of politics, and it may be
lioped that the carnest advice of one so
much beloved as is Lord Dufferin, will not
be withont its effect. '
There has never been any indication of

" a desire on the part of the people of Can-

adn to apply the elective principle io the
Judiciary. Thesuggestion that the salaries
are scarcely adequate, and that “ you can-
not have a firstrate article without paying
for it,” is well-deserving of consideration,
and moro especially as there is no class of

- salaries which has been so illiberally dealt

with, since the depreciation: in the value
of mouey consequent on the largely in-
creased supply of the precious metals, as
that of the judges. There is, however, an

absolute necessity that some well consid-
ered plan should be devised for regulating
the superannuation of judges. It is, per-
haps, diflicult to hit upon o mode of pre-
venting judges remaining on ‘the bench
after they have ceased to be eflicient, with-
out interfering with their independence,
which should, of course, be carelully gnard-
ed. Still such a plan could be and ought to
be devised, and if we had a return of pros-
perity and a {lourishing revenue, the sub-
Jject of the Judiciary would be well worthy

"of the attention of the Government.

A considerable portion ol Lord Duffer-
‘in’s speech was devoted to the Civil Ser-
viee of the country,which, “ though not the
“ animating spirit, is theliving mechanism
“ through which the body politic moves
“and breathes and has its being.  Upon
“it dépends the rapid and economical
“ conduct of every branch of your aflairs;
“and there is nothing a nation should be
“ so particular about as to secure in such
“ a service independence, zcal, patriotism
“ and integrity.” Lord Dulferin proceed-
ed to impress upon his hearers the impor-
tance of having a Civil Service “wholly
independent of political eonnection or
opinions,” men who “ should serve their
“ successive chiefs, no matbter Lo which
“ side they may belong, with a serupulous-
1y impartial zeal and loyalty.” - After
-stating that a civil servant who allows ¢ his
& political sympathies to damp his ardor,
% devotion, zeal, and loyalty to his depart-
“ mental chiefs is a disgrace to his profes-
#'sion,” Tord Dufferin expressed an opin-
jon that the anxiety manifested by onr
fiiends across the line to purge their Civil
Service of its political complexion would
confirm every thinking Canadian in the
conviction he sought to impress upon
them.

Lord Dufferin has had experience of the
Imperial Civil Service, the best probably
in the world, and has doubtless been able
to discover the shortcomings of the Cana-
dian. We should rejoice if we could in-
dulge the hope that the parting advice of
Lord Duflerin would be productive at no
distant date of such a reform in our Civil
Service as would render it not unworthy of
imitation by our Republican neighbors.
Unless, however, we make haste, there are
indications that the example will be set
us by the United States.

Lord Dufferin had a word for the Canada
Yirst party.  After an eloquent reference
to the circumsiances which caiised the
American revolutionists to  tear them-
selves, ¢ though, I believe, with bleeding
hearts, from their mother’s: side,” he
referred to..those - earnest-minded men
among us, who of late, with laudable en-
thusiasm, ¢ have only given utterance to

“the feelings of every man and woman in

“ the nation upon the duty of a supreme
“devotion to the interests of their own
“Canada,” He reminded them that he, as
‘an Tmperial officer, ¢ had never shown the
“ slightest jealousy or breathed a word in
# discouragement of such honorable sen-
“timents,” and then . pointed out that
British institutions have been the result,
not of speculative theories, but of practi-
cal experience, and that in that way, and
“not by theoretical excursions intodream-
“land, the British policy has been so suc-
“cesslully elaborated.” #So long,” con-
tinued his Lordship, “as a man sleeps
#ell, has a good appetite, and feels gen-
“erally jovial, he may rest assured he
“needs no doctoring.”  “1 feel,” he con-
tinued, “that the stability of the relations
“ between the Dominion and the Mother
“ Country doeg not depend upon mere sen-
“timental impulses, bub is sanctioned and
“ enforced by an appeal to-the most prac-
“ tical and utilitavian considerations.”

The conclusion of the speech was o refer-
ence in eloquent terms to his distinguished
successor and. his Royal consort. To the
latter he made a more pointed allusion in
his reply to the address from the Seciely
of Avtists :

‘ Gentlemen, in Her Royal Highness . the .
Priucess Lonise, yon'will not only 1ind a sister
brush (laughter), but onc who, both by ler
native genius and the sonnd “and thorough
practicn] education she hasreceived, is qualitied
to be your {riend, protector, and guiding star.
(Applanse.) That she will be willing and
ready to do so I have no doubt, for brond and
generous as are all her sympathies, in no direc-
tion do they flow out in'n richer or more spon-
taneous stream than townrds her artist friends,
and [ shall be very much mistaken if her advent
in Canada does not mark anera in -the art his-
tory of this continent, (Applause.)”?

One more passage in that address de-
serves special consideration. It is as fol-
lows :

“Some fow weeks ago [ had the good fortune
to meet His Excellency the Governor of the
State of New York, and 1 then suggested 1o
him nn idea which hias been long present to my
mind, namely, that the Governments of New
York and of Untario or Canada should:com
bine to acquire whatever rights may have been
estublished "against the public, and to form
around the Fadls n small public internationnl
park—(hear, hear)—not, indeed, decorated or
in any way sophisticated by the puny art of the
landscape gardencer, bat carefully presecved in
the_picturesque and nuvalguarized- condition in
which it was originnlly Inid out by the hand of
Nawure. (Lioud applanse.) Nothing conld bave
been more gratifying or gracious than the res-
ponse _which 1lis Hxcelleney . the Governor of
New York was good enough 1o make to my re-
presentations, and lie- encournged me to hope
that, should a fitting opportunity present itself,
he and his Government might be induced, it
not, to tuke the initintive in the matter, at all
events fo co-operate heartily with our own in
enrrying out such o plan as 1 have sketched.”

The reply to the address of the Irish
Protestant - Benevolent. Society: contains
advice which will, we earnestly hope, pro-
duce good results. - The subject;is of such

' “special importance to this city, whose tax-




