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T is well that ail Cana-
dians should remember
that one of thc happicet
and most vital things in
th at great Charter known
as the Act of Canadian

Ilnfede rat ion, which has bound in one
lomniion the scattered provinces of
Canadla, is the provision whieh is mnade
for the educational security of the
muinorities in two of the provinces.

There is niot indeed better evidence
of1 truc statesmanship in any country
than the wi'sdom which guides legis-
J*tors ini their watchfulness that no0
act may be passed clashing with the
divine prerogative of individual con-
science as the monitor of the sout.
This it is that is the supreme test of
good and just government 11n every iii-
stance, as regards the freedom of the
individus1 . Let it be recognized, too,
at the outset, that the c}hiid belongs
primsl!ilY not to the state but to the
parent-and that uipon this, parent
devolves the sacred duty of fosterîng
and edueating the chid.

The state has a duaty in seeing that
it bas an enlightened and edueated
c.itizeniiýip, and therefor it is hncum-
bent upon it to, make provision for an
adequate education of its people; but
the kind and character of education
which the chîld is to receive is a
question that beiongs entirely to the
individuad parent, and' this freedom
of choice on the part of the parent
cannot and should liot under any cir-
cumstance be contravened by the state.

It should be remembered, too, that
edueation is something far more than
a sharpening of the intellectuai facul-
tics. It is the triune development of
the chîld fitting it as welI for its moral
as its civil obligations.

Let me state here, also, that though
the terza secular or non-sectarian îs
widely accepted in connection with
sehools, in my opinion there is no such
a thing as a non-sectarian school. Pf
is generally eonsidered that a séhooi
in whieh there îs no formai teaching
of religion is a neutral or non-sec.
tarian school. But this is far f rom
the truth.

There, are three things that ftx the
character of the sehool: the teacher,
the text-books and the pupils. For
instance, suppose there was no> formai
teaching of religion to-day in the
sehools of Quebec, would, thes sého>Is
cease to be Catholie sehoolst Indeed
they wouid not. Again the sehool of
the majority in Queblec is quite as
mucli a public sehool as is the schooI
of the majority in Ontario. It is built
and equipped to meet the needs of the
general publie in Quebec just as the
public sehool in Ontario is intended
to meet the needs of the general pub-.
lic. The only difference is that the
general public in Quebec happens ta
be Catholie whiie in Ontario it is non-
Catholic.

When the Fathers of Canadiain
Confederation sat ini council, diseus-
sing the problema of 'binding together
the scattered provinces of Canada,


