
4 INTRODUCTION

derous Grundlichkeit, radical profoundity or pro­
found radicality, whatever you may like to call it. 
Whenever anyone of us expounds what he consid­
ers a new doctrine, he has first to elaborate it into 
an all-comprising system. He has to prove that 
both the first principles of logic and the funda­
mental laws of the universe had existed from all 
eternity for no other purpose than to ultimately 
lead to this newly-discovered, crowning theory. And 
Dr. Diihring, in this respect, was quite up to the 
national mark. Nothing less than a complete 
“System of Philosophy,” mental, moral, natural, 
and historical ; a complete “System of Political 
Economy and Socialism”; and, finally, a “Critical 
History of Political Economy”—three big volumes 
in octavo, heavy extrinsically and intrinsically, 
three army-corps of arguments mobilized against all 
previous philosophers and economists in general, 
and against Marx in particular—in fact, an attempt 
at a complete “revolution in science”—these were 
what I should have to tackle. I had to treat of all 
and every possible subject, from the concepts of 
time and space to Bimetallism ; from the eternity of 
matter and motion to the perishable nature of moral 
ideas ; from Darwin’s natural selection to the edu­
cation of youth in a future society. Anyhow, the 
systematic comprehensiveness of my opponent gave 
me the opportunity of developing, in opposition to 
him, and in a more connected form than had prev­
iously been done, the views held by Marx and my­
self on this great variety of subjects. And that 
was the principal reason which made me undertake 
this otherwise ungrateful task.

My reply was first published in a series of arti-


