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a sincere churchman from conviction, after deep inquiry and research.

A similarity of feelings and tastes tended to strengthen and conPrm
our mutual regard, which at length ripened into a warm I'riendship,

which continued, without the slightest change or abatement, till we
were separated by death. I was left the guardian of his children

—

the highest and most precious proof of confidence that he could have
conferred upon me ; and I feel happy in saying that under my guar-

dianship they became worthy of their excellent father. At Kingston

I formed other friendships, especially with the Rev. Dr. Stuart,

the rector of the parish, and the Bishop's Commissary for Upper
Canada; a gentleman whose sound judgment, sagacity, and other high

mental qualities were rendered more useful and attractive by his kind

and courteous demeanour, and a playful wit which seemed inex-

haustible. From this gentleman I received the most affectionate and
parental attention and advice fi'om the day of our first interview, and
our friendly intercourse continued ever after without interruption.

At Dr. Stuart's suggestion, I devoted all my leisure time during the

three years of my engagement with Mr. Cartwright, to the study of

Divinity, with a view of entering the Church at its expiration.

Accordingly, on the second day of May, 1803, 1 was ordained Deacon,

by the Kight Reverend Dr. Mountain, the first Protestant Bishop of

Quebec ; and on the third day of June, 1804, 1 was admitted by the

same prelate into the Holy Order of Priests, and appointed to the

Mission of Cornwall. On entering upon the discharge of the duties

of my ministry, I adopted the rule enjoined on Timothy by St. Paul

—

to avoid needless discussions on religious subjects, and never to forget

that I was sent to proclaim and to teach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ, and Him crucified. Therefore, when any came who manifested

a sincere desire to know the truth, it was my duty, as it was my joy,

to encourage and assist them in their inquiries ; but if they came
merely to dispute and wrangle for the sake of victory, I refused to

indulge them. By such a course, I 5radually acquired authority, and,

notwithstanding my youth and inexperience, I was able to repress

superciliousness and to expose ignorance. In the meantime, my
walk and conversation, and friendly bearing to all around me, in-

creased my influence, not only with the young, but with the elderly

part of the congregation. Moreover, I endeavoured to be on all

occasions prepared to give an answer with reverence to every one of

my parishioners who asked me for a reason of the hope tha\; was in

me. With this view, I made the study of the Holy Scriptures, from
which all the formularies of our Church are drawn, my daily practice

;

and after no little inquiry, found her Book of Common Prayer, her

Creeds, her Thirty-nine Articles, her ministration of the Holy Sacra-

ments, and her other minor ofiices in marvellous harmony one with

the other. This conviction set my mind at rest, and enabled me at

all times to speak with the boldness of conviction in favour of our

beloved Church, and with an inward satisfaction and firmness of pur-

pose which, under the Divine blessing, has never changed. Notwith-

standing my careful preparation, and my knowledge, from personal
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