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jionghs, and tlie other heroes whofc deeds will live as

long as the world endures.

Tiie niodefl, the unairuming, the youthtul Perry, by
his vihlory laved a whole hontiej, men, women, and
children, Irotn the murderous tomahawk ; Macdonough's
has ceitauily laved anotlier, and prevented the enemy
from eltablilhing his winter quarters far witliin our terri-

tory. Thefe are debts and claims hardly ever to be paid

off: and the obligation ot gratitude they impole on the

nation by their immenfe advantages, is incalculably en-

hanced by the illuftrious difplay of tranfcendent talents

and diUingUifhcd braveiv they mani Felted.

It England, whom in this reri}e(:l we ought to afpire

to emulate, gave 500,cool, fterling to a Wellington,
let the United States give fome fohd and fubltantial proof

ot their giatitude, befules the mere bioker's value oF the

fhips they deftroy, to their naval Wellingtons. I need
not add that I do not calculate upon fuch very extrava-

gant rewards as the Britilh parliament voted "the gi-eat

lord," as he has been (tiled. But the gift ought to be

worthy of the donor and acceptor ; ought to opei'ate as a

reward to the meritorious, and a Itimulus to excite others

to emulation.

This is fomewhat of a digreffion. But I hope I (hall

not have a reader whofe feelings will not be fulHciently

in unifon with thefe fentiments, not to require any apolo-

gy. I therefore make none.

I teel confident, that the nation has loft ten times as

much through the want of a fmall navy, as it would
have co(t. Numbers of in fiances have occurred, ot va-

luable merchantmen having been captured by petty pick-

aroons or pirates, with one or two guns. Our ports

have been infulted and outraged by privateers and (loops

of war, which a few veffels would have forced to keep

a refpe6ft'ul diftance. There is none ot the points on

which tlie two hoftile parties have differed, in which the

democrats are fo very far below their adverfaries in con-

fulting the real, the permanent honour and intereft ot

the country, as ia the eftablifliment of a naval force.
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