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A.

LETTER FROM GENERAL LEE.

** Hd. Qrs., C. S. Armirs,

••30th March, 1865.

•' Lt.-General J. A. Early, Franklin Co., Va.

•* General,—My telegram will have informed you that I deem a

change of Commanders in your Department necessary ; bnt it is due

to your zealous and patriotic services that I should explain the reasons

that prompted my action. The situation of affairs is snch that we

can neglect no means calculated to devolop the resources we possess

to the greatest extent, and make them as efficient as possible. To
this end, it is essential that we should have the cheerful and hearty

support of the people, and the full confidence of the soldiers, without

which our efforts would be embarrassed and our means of resistance

weakened. I have reluctantly arrived at the conclusion that you

cannot command the united and willing co-operation which is so

essential to success. Your reverses in the Valley, of which the public

and the army judge chiefly by the results, have, I fear, impaired your

influence both with the people and the soldiers, and would add greatly

to the difficulties which will, under any circumstances, attend our

military operations in S. W. Virginia. While my own confidence in

your ability, zeal, and devotion to the cause is unimpaired, I have

nevertheless felt that I could not oppose what seems to be the current

of opinion, without injustice to your reputation and injury to the

service-. I therefore felt constrained to endeavour to find a com-

mander who would be more likely to develop the strength and resources

of the country, and inspire the soldiers with confidence ; and, to ac-

complish this purpose, I thought it proper to yield my own opinion,

and to defer to that of those to whom alone we can look for support.

I am sure that you will understand and appreciate my motives, and


