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warmest benevolence to his fellow-creatures. No one could

more strongly feel that the love of God was to be united with

love to man. Nor was this a principle that rested in kind

wishes and pathetic feelings for the happiness of others;

but it was manifested in the most active exertions for their

welfare. No scheme of doing good was ever suggested to

him into which he did not enter with ardor. But the gen-

erosity of his mind was most displayed when any plans of

propagating religion, and of spreading the gospel among
those who were strangers to it, were proposed. In every

thing of this kind he was always ready to take the lead, and

was ardent in endeavoring to inspire his friends with the same

spirit.

He was of a weak and delicate bodily constitution ; and a

severe cold which he caught about the forty-eighth year of

his age, brought on a consumption of the lungs. The nearer

he approached to his dissolution, the more plainly was ob-

served his continual improvement in a spiritual and heavenlji

temper. Indeed, he seemed to have risen above the world,

and to be daily breathing after immortality. This disposition

of his mind was ardently expressed in several of his letters,

and is manifest from his will, which was made at this time,

and is prefaced in the following language:— "Whereas it is

customary, on these occasions, to begin with commending the

soul into the hands of God, through Christ, I do it ; not in

mere form, but with sincerity and joy ; esteeming it ray greatest

happiness, that I am taught and encouraged to do it, by that

glorious gospel, which, having most assuredly believed, I

have spent my life in preaching to others ; and which I esteem

an infinitely greater treasure than all my little worldly stoie,

or possessions ten thousand times greater than mine."
"* A short time before his death, he had been induced to try

the mild air of the south; but change of climate did not

produce the desired effect, and Dr. Dpddridge continued

gradually to weaken, till death put a period to his afflictions.

In his last hours, he preserved the same calmness, vigor, and

joy of mind, which he had felt and expressed through the


