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270 ROUGHING IT IN THE BUSH.
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will carrj"^ everything before them hy means of pre-

tence and assumption, will find themselves grievously

deceived. To use a homely illustration, it is just as

irrational to expect to force a large body through

a small aperture. In both cases they will meet

with unyielding resistance.

When a poor and industrious mechanic, farmer, or

labourer comes here without pretensions of any kind,

no such complaints are to be heard. He is treated

with respect, and every one seems willing to help

him forward. If in after-years the manners of such

a settler should grow in importance with his pro-

sperity—which is rarely tho case— his pretensions

would be much more readily tolerated than those of

any unknown or untried individual in a higher class

of society.

The North Americans generally are much more

disposed to value people according to the estimate

they form of their industry, and other qualities which

more directly lead to the acquisition of property, and

to the benefit of the community, than for their pre-

sent and actual wealth. While they pay a certain

mock homage to a wealthy immigrant, when they

have a motive in doing so, they secretly are more

inclined to look on him as a well-fledged goose who

has come to America to be plucked. In truth, many

of them are so dexterous in this operation that the

unfortunate victim is often stripped naked before he

is aware that he has lost a feather.

There seems to be a fatality attending riches im-

ported into Canada. They are sure to make to them-


