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in whicli it receives

ruer*, t.ills into the

ote.m bvtweeii bialil and Ijuiun.i, 'l"he Rio de la

I'hu, or Pljte-river, rifes in the heart of the country,

and becomes lo large by the accclfion ot' other conli-

dtrable rivtis, thai it pours fuch an iminenrc flood into

tlic iVm, tluit It makes it taitc trtfli for feveral leagues

I p.nil ilic ilioie. Ijtfide^ thele there is the Oronoko, and

I'ntt.il oilicr vcrv coiiluicrabic livers.

t\ couiiti y of luch vail extent on each fulc the equa-

tor, niuit iK-Ci-li'arily have a variety ot toils as well as

tlimatts ; but if v\e except the molt noithcrn and fouth-

em patt>, wliich here, a, every where eife, are natu-

rally cold and banen ; the ie(l is an imnvenfe treafury

ol nature, producing nu'il of the metals, minerals, plants,

duns, trees, ai.d v.oods, to be met within the oth;-r

paits of the world, anil many of them in greater [uaiui-

tKs and higher ptneiStion. The gold and lilver ot Ame-
rica has fupplied Kurope with fuch immenfe quantities

of thole valuable metals, that they are become valtly

more common; fo that thj gold and filver of Lurope now
hears little proportion to the high price let upon them

before the diltovery of America.

'i'his country alfo produces an immenfe quantity of

iliamoiids, pearls, emeralds, amethyils, and other va-

luable itoncs, which arc brought from thence into Ku-

ro;H-, in fuch qusatities, as have alfo gicatly lowered

their value. 'I'o r .le may be added a great liumber ot

othLT commodities, which, though of lei's price, are ot

much ijreatcr ule. t)f this fort arc the conllant and

pleiitilul lu(>plies of cochineal, indigo, anatto, logwood,

bralil, lullick, pinn-nto, lignum-viti, rice, ginger,

cacao, or the chocolate-nut, lugar, tobacco, banillas,

cotton, red wood, .he balfams of Tolu, Peru, and

China, Jcfuits-bark, mcehoacan, fadafras, farfaparilla,

caffia, tamarinds, hides, furs, ambergris, and a great

vaiiety of woods, roots, and plants, to which, befoie

the difcovery of America, we were cither entire ftrangers,

or forced to buy at an extravagant rate from Afia and

Africa,

America has aifo a variety of moft excellent fruits,

whicit iieie grow wild to great pcrfeiSlion ; as pine-

apples, pome.;raiutcs, citrons, lemons, oranges, mali-

caioiis, cherries, peats, apples, tigs, grapes, valt num-
hef ol culinarj, mediLin.d, and oiIut herbs, roots, and

planis. Add to thi, lie furprizing fertility with which

the foil is bln!t;d, by which many exotic produftions

aie nouriracd in a^ ;;itat perkvlioii as in their native

^lour.d.

With all this pUnty and variety, the \ail continent of

America foriiierlv laboured under tiie want ot many lie-

ctif.iy and u.etui commodities : tor upon the lull land-

ing of the Luiopiaiis, they found neither com, wine,

ii'^r oil
i
the iiih.iliiiant, in many ;>'aces knew not the ule

ol corn, but in.i.ie their bread i.f pul'.'c or roots ; their

Uiiiik was tlic \v,.ier of the clear fpiiiig ; and, with regard

to money, tiiev were ignorant of the ufeofit. Our kind

ol ih'.'cp, goal'i, cows, alies, and hoiles, were not tu be

fouiiil iher-j, tliougli the land abo..nJjd VMl.i [ullures ;

and at nilt the fighi of a man on horfcba^-k would throw
a wiioie tro'ip ot thcfe innocent and finiple inhabitants

into a dieadfiil panic, iiut all thele annii..ls have been

hionghl hitner in luch phiiiy, and iiave incicaled fo fjit

in thole lertile patture'., iiiut the country has no want ot

Ihcin, as appeals tiom the innumerable hides, particu-

l.irly ol o.\^ :i, ciiiitinuallv exported liom rlience. Mow-
tvt-r, in the u.om oi' thele domeilK :uiim.ds they had

(tlura no leli valuable, and to v^ln^n ue in Europe
\v(ic utter UraiiL'crs ; thcic we Ih.ll deieribe iiithccoun-
ir.fv wheie tnev are bnd.

I'lie lanii; iiuv be laid of the va't variety ol birds to

b: feieii thjK', luine of wfich grccly l^ipais .u'l tlatt are

to be fouvl in any other parts of the world, (or thtir
lurpruinjj beauty, fine Ihape, bright and glowinj co.
lours. 1 he feas, lakes, and rivers, are no lets fraucht
with the grtateft plenty and variety ot tifh.

liefore the arrival ot the Europeans they had arts of
their own ; they bad fome notion of painting, and alfo
tormed pidtures by the beautiful arrangement of fcatheij
of all colours, and in fome parts built palaces and temples
Though the ule of Iron was unknown, they polithed"
precious (tones, cut down trees, and made not onlyfmall
canoes, but boats of confiderable exttnt. Their hatchctj
were headed with a (harp flint, and of flints they made
knives. 'I'hus, at the arrival of the Europeans, they
afforded a lively pidure of the primitive Hate of mankind
in the infancy of the world. At that period the arts
the Icicnces, and all the learning that had long flourifli.'
ed in thele more enlightened parts of the earth, were
entirely unknown. Thele, which had before tr.nvclled

welt from Egypt to Greece, and from the;...- lo Rome
have proceeded in the fame courfe. and r.o ; .

y gainins
ground where ignorance re.gn.u ;.-iLmp;.:..,t ; and the
time may arrive when America may become the feat of
mighty empires, and be dillinguinied by cities extenfive
aj jbabylon, and beautiful as Athens and Palmyra,

North America is divided

I. Into the dominions of Great Britain : containing
Labrador, or New Hritain, with the countries abou't

Hudfori'a-bay, Canada, Nova Scotia, New England
New York, the Jetlies, Penfylvania, Maryland, Virginia'
Carolina, Georgia, Eall and Well Florida.

'

VVith many rich and fertile iflaiids, the principal of
which are Newfoundland, Cape Breton, Providence,
Jamaica, St. Chrillophers, Antego, Nevis, Dominica
Harbuda, Angullla, Montferrat, I'obago, St. Vincent
Barbadoes, the Ciianadcs, and Gran.ida. To which may
be added the Bermudas, or Summer Iflands.

II. The dominions of Spain : containing Louifuna
Old Mexico, New Mexico, and California, in North
America. With the extenfive countries of Terra Firma,
Peru, and La Plata, or Paraguay, in South America.

\yith the valuable iflands of Cuba, half of Hifpaiiiol.i,

or St. Domingo, Porto Rico, Trinidad, and Margarctta,
in North America. Chiloe, the Kin£s or Pearl Iflands,

Juan Fernandcs, and the Gallipagos Idaiids, in the Pa-
cific ocean.

III. The dominions of France, by the late peace

confined to the farther fide of the river Miffiirippi, arc

now faid to he exchanged with Spain.

The French have, however, the following iilaiids

:

St. Martin's, St. Bartholomew's, Defeada, CJuadaiiipe,

Marigalante, Martinico, St. Croix, and part of H.lpa-

niola.

IV. The dominions of Portugal confiftof the rich and
extenfive country of Brafil, inSoulh America.

\'. The dominions of the Dutch conlill of Surinam,
on the continent of South America ; with the illands ot

Curadao, lionaire, and Aruha, near the coall ol Terra

I'irma ; with Euilatia and Saba, two ot ttie Caril'btc

lfl.nids.

VI. Thofe of the Danes coniift only of one of the

Caribbee Iflands, named St. 'Thomai.
\'ll. 'The parts Hill pollefled by thi- iiuive Indians,

which arc the countries north-weft of Mexico ; the

grcatcil part of Guiana, and all tne moll lontheni part

of the continent, as Patagonia, and the illand I'erra del

Fuego.

We (hall begin with the dominions of Great I'ritain,

which arc bounded on the north by the ocean and LnuU
near the north (lole, on the call by the Atlantic ocean,

on the fouth bv the Gulph of Mexico, and on the well

by unknown lands ui.'iabittii bv the native InJiins.
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