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ill his pocket, or in fttiy otlior part of hi«i clothing. He

may Imvc had diMtiiict iitteraiicc^ ; hut he lian h)Ht that

ch>ar ciiuiiciatiou of w(>"(1h ami inuiiihlcH then out. lie

was iiKjuisitivc, at one time, an to what was .'oing on

around him; he may now IJHtcn to a recital of Htirring

events, and take a monnMitary interest in them ; hut it is

of short (hn-ation. He was active and industrioun ; hut

he is now la/y. This recital might be extended indefi-

nitely, hut, in short, then; is a perversion of the patient's

whole character. The medical witness sees a case of

dementia, yet, each of the symi>toms taken .seriatim,

would liave no significance, being without salient

points, to an iinobs(U"vant jury, and even the combined

catah)gue, would have little force or weight in many
courts of law. There may be no delusion appai-ent;

there may be a sense of right imd wrong. Sharp

questionings may elicit correct and intelligent ansv/ers,

but a number of changes of character, such as 1 have

enumerated, pronounce an unscmnd mind; or rather that

physical disease has instrumentally imj)eded the health-

ful exercise of mental vigor. The ancient aphorism

holds true amid all the fluctuations of mental philoso-

phy, /. ^., "a sane mind in a sane body." The appear-

ances of disease may be faint, when taken in detail, but

to a practiced eye, and to a matured judgment, accus-

tomed to study the faintest outcrop of mental aljerra-

tions, those peculiarities tell a tale which may have

no weight vnth the unskilled in the protean forms of

insanity.

It is sometimes insisted upon that a categorical

answer be given to every question put to a witness. It

may be impossible truthfully to do this, because of the

form in which the interrogation is put. The examiner

is well aware of this fact, hence the bait cunningly

thrown out to catch the unwary. For example, were it


