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grant that committee. We would have been
told froim the dýifferent groups, and in many
different ways, that. in deaiing with a great
problem-and I beliove all are agrecd that
consideration of the cost of living is one of
the greatest problems facing flot only this
country but the ceuntries of the world today
-the first necessary step to take was that of
investigating the causes. We would have been
told by lion. members opposite that that is
the method physicians adopt when they seck
to combat discase. I would point eut to hon.
members that the cost. of dýisease is one of the
factors which keeps highcr than it othenvise
would be tbe cost of living te families which
suifer in that way. XVe would have been told
by members of the legal profession that that
is the rnct'hod they adopt in seeking to soive
the problems of their clients. They look flrst
for the causes at the root of the trouble tiicy
are expected te rcmeve. We would have been
told by hion. members opposite that investiga-
tion into cause is one method scientists adopt
in dealing with any question, ne matter te
what subi ect it relates. The first neeessary
step is to ascertain the causes of the trouble
into whieb we are inquiring and te make
those causes as cîcar te the public as possible.
That is what the government is scking te do.

The resoltiin before the house is a simple
ene, asking that a ceiniittce bc forîned te
inquire inte the causecs of tise higb li cof
living. It sets eut one or twe suppicmentary
miatters te hieip make cicar the particuilar
causes in which the public are speciaily
interosted, namely those rciating te possible
profiteering, hoardinig and the liko. Yet wc
have had ail kinds of objections and ail this
week's debate witb respect te the one rcquest
by the government, that the House of Comi-
mens join with it in deing the ene thing which
above cverything cise is nccssary je dealing
with this ail-impertant qiie.Iion.

1 made it elear at the eutset that this was
but one of the stops whiebi the' government
ivas taking; I cited a number of instances of
what the gevertiment had donc aircady and
I indicated that there were other tbings that
the goverement intendcd te do. I said that
this was te suppiement other measures, net
te bo a substitute for any>; that this was ene
additionai mcans of helping te make eiear
-what furtber stops there werc that would assist
in the solution of this preblem.

Thiat is a simple -:tatement of what the
lieuse was askcîl te de. Butt what have we
hâd frem hion, gentlemnen opposite in the way
of aequiescing in that reqiiest? We have becn
foreed te listen te a lot of declamation and
ridicule; we have had te listen te miany oppro-
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brious epithets. We have had anger displayed
by hon, gentlemen opposite; wc bave had
threats of boycotting; we have had amend-
ments meved to this simple resolution, and
we have hiad appeals from the Speaker's rulings
in regard te those amendments. On wbat
grounds can these actions ho defended? There
is oniy one explanation that ean he given.
Hon, gentlemen opposite bave recognized that
Ibis stop whicb the gevernmont is taking is
one wbich the people of thiî country want
taken and want taken quickly. Becauso ii
lias been taken by the gevernment, tboy are
deing ail in their power te obscure the irmpor-
tance of that step. That is one explanation.

This motion was the simple niatter of
asking hon, gentlemen opposite te join witb
us in having a committee of the bouse
appointed te investigate the causes of the
great probiema of the risc in the cest of liv-
ing in wvhicb tbey, liko us, are intcrcsted; but
tbey bave taken advantago of this oppor-
tunity te belabour the governiment for coin-
ing forward with a suggestion whicb, if any
suggestion in tise world would be bolpful in
meeting this scrieus problom, this ene would
ho.

There are perhaps other reasuns. ASter
listening te the debate it lias net been diffi-
cuit te miseevm r that the inembers oS thne
ilbro greîîps opposite haveo feît that this wvas
a &teed opportîinitx' seeing that the gevern-
mient naid promised te give a geed dcal in the
w'ay oS latitude and tue Speaker being asked
net te ride tee rigidly on tise diiferent points
t hat nîight couic up in an effort te kcep thac
debate te one issue te bring eut their differ-
cnt policies. They have exploited their poli-
cecs bv iising tise tirn( of panliament whieb
siienil have been dcveted te othor subjects.
Thcv hav <ecndeaveured te make tbe public
familiar witla what tbcy regard as important
in their particular policies.

Th- amazing part of tbis wholc thing is that
thoir policies are as divergmt as it is possible
te hiave ttiin. The minute it comm s te the
vital question of disciissing the policies of lion.
gentlhemen opposite. tia minute tliey begin
te figlht witli cadi ethier like IÇilkennv cats.

,'v hav e ne agrecement whatcver in the
mnatter of polic.v. huit wlhen it comes te an
eppoutunity, ns tllev se it, cf trving te
(inubaurass tue goý rnment thev are, rcadv te
in liands and dance togcthier merrilY cnough.
I hope tisat heu,. gentlemen opposite wiil

net tlsink that tiîe puiblie are deceived by
-inything of tlie kind. Tue puiblie have been
M> it>Iiiiig thijj peirformncîae froi ouitside the
bouse witli quite as mtuch interest as I bave
frem this side of the bousc. Te me the week


