
COMMONS
The Adcs i.Mackenzie King

States would flot stand idly by if domination
of Canadian soil were threatened by any other
empire. To this declaration I replied at Wood-
bridge, Ontario, two days later, that we too
had or obligations as a good, friendly neigh-
bour.

Our cemmon problems of defence were dis-
cuscd at, lengtli and in a more concrete and
definite way when I visited Wasbing-ton in
N,ýove mber, 1938, to sign the new Canadian-
United States trade agreement.

Ie tbe summer of 1939, the president paid
a visit to Canadian waters off the Atlantie
coast. Hie subsequently told me that this
visit, like his similar visit to Victoria two
years carlier, liad been occasioned by is con-
crn witb the problem of coastal defence.

Witb tbe outbreak of war, the question of
cnast defences became of vital importance. At
the same time. the fact tbhat Canada was a
belligerent and the United States a neutral
complicated the proble m of porsuing the dis-
eussions. In the face of the Euopcan menace
it ceas obviously desirable to give expression
to the necds of joint deftnce. TPo the mneans,
hiowever. of cffecting this ed, the most care-
fil ceesideration bad f0 be given in order
that fbcre nîigbt be no grouinds for he belief
that iite was any attenipt on Canada's part
f0 influence the policies or to interfere in the
dcmestic affairs of a r itral country. Ha'1
theme net bpcen. betwopn the president and
mysclf, complet(, confidcnce in rachi cther's
porpe-.c aînd mot ives. I qoe.stion if tbe sitoa-
tien cold bnve be en met wifhout occcnîoning
genoifle embarrassnmcnt te one side or the other,
if net indeed to both. Fortuna~te ly, in the
ligbt of our prex icos conversations, there cvas
no danger of the position being misonderstood,
and my visit witb the president at Warm
Springs, in April cf the prrsent ycar, afforded
an exccptional opportonity for a carefol review
cf the wbole situation.

This is perlnps an appropriate place for me
to say that, fremn tbhe beginning, and at the
timc cf eccl conversation, tîme presdet made
it perfe ctly ecar tînt his primary intce.st in
the sub ct, ivas the defence cf bhe Unîited
States. I was cqoally frank in makieg it clear
that mv cencern was the effective dJfence cf
Canada, aind the defence ef the Blritish comn-
monwealth cf nations as a wbcle.

If one tbing above another bccame increas-
ingly evi(lent in the course cf or conversa-
tiens, it ivas that or respective comtishad
a common intcrest in the matter of the
defence cf tis continent. Sînce this was the
case, ex ei.xthing poieted to the wisdorn of
planning carefolly in adx ance for wbatev,ýr
contingency miglit arise.

lMIr. Mackecczie King.]

The conversations begýun between the
prcsident and myscîf before the war, in the
direct manner I bave described, and at WTarm
Springs taken tmp anew after Canada Lad
entered tbe war. were supplemented as the
weeks ivent by, by conversations conducted
through diplomatic channels. Staff conversa-
tions follewed in due course.

I should perhaps say th.at 1 gave te my
celîcagues who were members cf the war com-
mnittee cf the cabinet my entire confidtnce
witb respect te the conversations I liad bad
with the president, and subscquent steps were
taken with tbcir knowledge and full approval.
I shold also like to say tînt the British
goverement ivas kcpt duly informed cf xx at
xvas taking place. The Canadian goverement
likewise ivîs kcpt infermed cf the defence
matters directlyv discusscd between flic British
gcvernmenc and tbe United States. The dis-
cussions naturally includcd questions pertain-
ing to tbe leasing cf air and naval bases ce the
Atlantic.

As I bave alrcady mentioned, the president
bad announced the day befere cur meeting at
Ogdensburg tint conversations had beem tak-
înet. place between the two goeurrments. Tbe
Ogdenburg agreement fermally confirmed
what the previcus convers~ations and planning
had initiated. It made known to tbe world
that plans cf joint defence were being studied
and wurked eut betweeu the two counitries.
It did cne tbing mere: It made clear that the
board wbich was beieg establislied te make
studies and recommcndaions was not being
formed for a single occasion to meet a par-
ticolar situation, but ivas ietended te deal
witb a continuing problem. Tbe board on
joint defence was, therefore, declared te be
permanent.

]3y a minute cf coonicil approved bv His
Excellcncy the Govereor Ceceral on Amigust
21. tbe establishnment cf the Permanent ,Joint,
B3oard on Defeece was fermally ratificd and
confirmned.

With flic permiss.ion cf the lieuse, I shoold
like te insert in Hansard a copy cf the coin-
pletc minute:

T1lie ceminiitte cf tbe ririvy couteil have liad
betore tliem a report, dated Augiiet 20, 1940,
truie the Ritglit Ilioourble W. L. Mackenzie
King. Prime 'Minister ammd Sccretary cf State
fer External Affairs. representing:

Tbat oin August 17, 1940, at the invitation
cf the Presideiit ef the Unîited States, lie pro-
ceeeled te the United States te Oad(erisbtrg
ie the state of New York. te meet --\r, Roose-
velt fer the plirpese cf discussming rntual
preblenis cf defemîce in relation te the safety
of C'anada and the United States:

Iliat conxversations onciiems emibjeet hetween
the Prime _Minister and the President of the
Unitedl States. acconipaiieîl by the Secretary
cf State fer \Var cf the United States (M-Nr.


