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ago a man wbo could bandle a tearn could
do agricultural work. An aider man could
manage that. But to-day he would bave ta
be able to bandle a tractor and rnany other
kinds of rnachinery. If be bad not learned
to bandle these in bis youth it would be
beyand bis capacity ta do it et an advanced
age. The ordinary farmer would not dare ta
trust the older man withi those machines.
Elderly people are simpdy not wanted in
industry, wbich means that no matter bow
earnestly tbey try, they are unable ta supple-
ment their incarne. It praetically means that
people frorn sixty ta seventy ycars of age
are condernned ta starvation unless some one
gives them cbarity. It is a serious matter.

Another thing, sixty years ago the ordinary
aId persan could bave a cow or two, and
produce milk and 'butter and be sure of a
market. To-day tbere is no certainty of a
market. This makes it mucli mare difficuit for
elderly people ta carry on.

The -pensionable age sbould be reduced at
least ta sixty-five and as soon as possible ta
sixty. The dornion govcrnment neglected
ta do what it should bave donc when it did
not corne ta the assistance of Alberta and
British Columbia in, their efforts ta increase
the old age pension. Wbat bas actually
occurred is that these twa provinces bave been
obliged ta resort ta increased taxation on their
people in order ta raise rnoney for tbe old
age pension. And tbis at a time when
more than at any other time in tbe histoýry
of this country the dominion government bas
been obtruding in-to provincial taxation fields
and rendering it more and more difficult for
the provinces, cxcept d-uring war time, ta
raise enough revenue ta carry on their ordinary
affairs.

It bais been said tbat tbis is a provincial
matter. I challenge that statement. It is a
dominion matter, whctber the constitution
ays s0 or not. The minister does not need
ta be s0 nervous about infringing on pro-
vincial rights. H1e showed nu nervousness
wben it came ta taking away their rnoney.
H1e sbowed fia nervousncss when it
carne ta rnanaging the pri-ces of the coun-
try and anytbing else that it suited bis
purpose ta manage. 11e is nat going ta be
endangering the British North Arnerica Act
by offering money ta the provinces with whicb
ta incresse their allowance ta elderly -people.
We have beard too rnuch of this plausible,
deceptive, specious talk about matters being
provincial matters and, therefare untouchable
by the dominion.

One very important reason why the domin-
ion, shuid enter this field is that the provinces

differ widely in the matter of wealth. I
believe Ontario is the ricbest province ini the
dominion; British Colunmbia cornes next, and
Alberta probably third. 6ome of the mari-
time provinces are flot nearly so 'blessed with
resources and means of raising money as other
parts of the dominion. To expect a province
like Prince Edward Island to pay out of its
own revenues an old age pension as great as
Ontario cauld pay is expecting something
which is financially, and proba-bly physicaliy,
âbsurd. The only way ini which conditions
en be equalized arnong the various prov-
inces is through dominion government inter-
vention, by grants which will enýable the
varions provinces to pay the saine rate-
Surely a man who bas fought life's hattie
Up to the age of scventy in Prince Edward
Island is entitled to as good an income as
the man who has fougýht those 'batties in
British Columbia. Why should he be deprived
of equal advantage merely because hc has
done bis work whcre the sun rises inistead
of where it sets?

I do flot wish to prolong this discussion,
but I do raise my voice in defence of a
higber pension for old age. It should be $30
a month at least in these times; and the
age at which the pension becomes payable
should be lower-sixty-flve at least, and as,
soon as possible, sixty.

Mr. O'NEILL: I do not intend to delay-
the committee with any extended remarksr
but I concur in everything that has beexx
said with respect ta increasing the old age
pension. It mnuet be apparent to everyone,
because tbe government's figures sbow it,
that the cost of living bas gone up 15 per
cent. Definitely, then, the old people bave
been subj ected to a reduction of 15 per
cent in their pension. If anyone in this
country should get the cost-of-living bonus
it is tbe old people. The way we treat them
is disgraceful for a country as wealtby as
Canada. There is no justification for it. I
wisb to congratulate the hon. member for
Vancouver East upon the very able way
in which be presented the case this morning
for the old people.

The bouse is doing its utmost ta finish its
business by to-nigbt. We have sorne $400,
000,000 of estimates ta deal with. No proper
consideration can be given to thern. It gaca
"Item so-and-sa--carried"p. The item is not
even read. It is apparent ta everyone that
what s3bould. be done is ta -have these esti-
mates examined carefully by a committee.
And another tbing that developed here this
morning is with respect ta private membea


