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case of certain minerais, their consent alone
la not sufficient; the consent of the Indian
department is also required. That is wbere
tbe principie of trusteesbip cornes in. There
may bave been in tbe past errors of judgrnent
in the administration of some of these mattera
relating to Indian reserves; but on the whoie,
as far as my knowiedge goes, there bas been
a desire througbout successive administrations
to recognize the principle of trusteesbip.
Wbiie at times perhapa wbat migbt be cailed
poor bargains were made, this was an error
in judgment, not a caiculated tbing. The
only way in wbicb any return can be secured
for the sub-surface rigbts to minerais that
exist in these reserves is by providiug some
machinery to deai with it, and I cannot
suggest anything better tbau wbat is con-
tained in the provisions of tbe Indian Act
reiating to the surface assets, wbich bas stood
the test of time. We may say, "We will bave
notbing to do witb it; we will not perrnit
prospecting for oil or minerais; we will leave
tbem dormant in tbe bowels of the earth.'
But that doea not do any good Vo, the Indiana
who owu the reserve. Tbe probiem le Vo find
an intelligent metbod of providing for devel-
opment, wbich will adequately protect the
intereats of tbe Indiana. I wouid say that la
certainly the aimn of the present proposais.
This simplifies Vbe procedure to some extent.
To the disposai of minerais it appiies tbe
same provisions wbicb now appiy Vo the dis
posai of the surface assets I mentioued, such
as timber or hay.

Mr. STE VENS: The purpose of this
legisiation la to enable the governor in council
to make regulations empowering the super-
intendent general to issue leases of land
deemed to contain minerais. The point I
amn trying to emphasize la tihat it seema to be
impiied lu the resolution that ail that will
be done la that an application will be made
Vo lease a large area for the purpose of
prospecting for minerais, and, Vo use the
language of the resolution, "1to mine and take
away the same." If a lease is given, it rnight
be at a certain annual rentai. But before
any minerais are actually proven Vo exist
certain work must be doue, and a lease that
wouid be given before sucb work was uuder-
taken wouid probably be of a kiud that wouid
noV proteet tbe interesas of tbe Indians in
case a very valuable property sbould be
deveioped. So I empbasize tbe desirabiiity

of adding to the terms of the lease the
principle of royalty. I can easily visualize
some large corporation or group securing a
lease and getting a surrender from the Indians,
who might think, "Well, there is nothing
mucb there anyway," and the lease might be
given on easy terms. Subsequently a Sullivan
mine or some other very valuable property ia
found. The Indiana have tied themselves up
by a lease, without the royalty feature
apparently being contemplated. My sugges-
tion la that, coupled with the power to lease
should be a concurrent obligation to safeguard
the rights of the Indiana by provision for
payment of a royalty in case minerais are
found to exist.

Mr. STIRLING: The point bas now been
raised whicb ail the way through has struck
me as a curious one. It appears to me that
the cart la beforè the horse iu tbe fiast part of
this resolution. I sbould have tbought that
some sort of prospecting would have been done
before a lease would be considered, because
until prospecting bas been done I do not see
how either the Indians themselves or possible
lessees can be expected to know wbat ares
they want to lease. Would the minister tell
the comrnittee what la the origin of this
resolution? Are there in some parts of Canada
reserves on wbich minerais are tbought to
exist and concerning which applications have
been made to the goverument to ascertain
how they can be developed? It appears to,
me it is a matter that should be given the
gravest consideration by the goverument,
because such implications are involved. I see
in this a small edition of what bappened lu
South Mfrîca in the nineties. Great Britain
was the suzerain of the Transvaal at that
time, and suddenly the government of the
Transvaal found on ita bands a particularly
nssty mess, because gold in rich deposits bad
been discovered in a certain part of that
country. For aught we know, somewhere in
Canada to-day, in proximity to existing rnining
belts, in certain of the reserves now held by
the Indians and in trust by the dominion
goverument, there rnay exiat reefs of that
ricbness. Because of that possibility it appears
to me the goverument sbould give this matter
very close consideration indeed before settiug
its band to a rnethod of dealing with it.

Mr. NEILL: I notice the resolution says
this is to be doue by ameudment to the
Indian Act. 1 arn not dealing with this par-
ticular resolution for the moment, but arn


