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Mr. BENNETT: But the reason was
obviaus; it was to endeavour ta secure the
tanning of these herse hides in aur own country.
That was the original purpose. The minister
has doubtless received pratests. I have
received communications, sametimes including
copies of letters sent ta the minister, objeet-
ing ta the doubling of this duty-

Mr. DUNNING: From the very people
wba are alsa on recard as nlot asking for
anything in -oonnetian with herse bides when
they were subject ta a duty of 20 per cent.

Mr. BENNETT: But the difflculty is this:
Since the Canada-United States trade agree-
ment was made they wcre satisficd with the
7j- per cent and did nat want any mare. Now
thcy ask: Why should the minister double
thec rate? When the interinediate tariff bas
been accarded ta a country and tbe granting
af that tariff bas not grcatly interfered with
tbe domcstic trade, at least bas not intcrfered
ta the extent of injuring it, why should we
suddenly jump the duty up 100 per cent,
wben ane particular concern is the anc greatly
affcctcd by it? That is the problem I put
ta the minister, and if lie will look inta the
matter bctwccn now and the time the bill
is in committec I tbink he will find tbe facts
exactly as I bave stated. Those wcre the
representations made a year ago, and there is
nothing to indue me ta believe tanning is
going an in Canada ta any considerable extent
ta change the situation, because it bappens
that the raw material for tanning is not
available at many of the spots wbich bave
been mcntioned.

Mr. STE VENS: 1 would point out that
the item also includes cattle bides and sbeep
skins.

Mr. BENNETT: That is riglit, as it is
amended.

Mr. STEVENS: It is not only leather
made from horse bides but leather made fram
cattie and shcep skins, so what we are really
daing is doubling tbe duty in the intermediate
column on what is distinctly a raw material
for a vcry important manufacturing industry,
not only leather glaves but leather clotbing.
Leather is now largely used for windhrcakers
in men's coats, which is quite an important
article in the colder sections particularly in
the west, where men working out in very
cald weathcr commonly wear a leather-lined
coat. Leather for ail that will naw be 15 per
cent under the intermcdiate tariff. Tbis seems
ta me an extraordinary action. Would the
minister object if I asked bim ta lay on the
table the communications fromn the different
manufacturers wbo asked for the increase?
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Mr. DUNNING: I do nat think I should
do that, witb respect to tariff matters.

Mr. STEVENS: Withaut sucli information
it is a little difficult for one ta discuss the
item intelligently. One gets a certain amount
of information of whicb onc is perbaps nat
absolutcly sure, and while I do not wish ta
embarrass the minister I do not sec wby a
manufacturing concern asking for an increase
of duty sbould abject ta tbe reasons being
given, particularly on an item of this kind,
wbich is swceping in its cbaracter.

,Mr. MacNIOOL: In reference ta herse bides,
would the incrcascd duty not give a better
price ta farmers or anybody cIsc sclling
horse bides?

Mr. DUNNING: I doubt that. -It is a
matter of opinion at present, but I doubt it.

Mr. MacNICOL: It sbould give a better
price ta the farmer.

Mr. BENNETT: 1 had overlooked the
matter af shccp skins, ta which the hon.
member for iKootenay East directed atten-
tion. That is aIl going ta be in the item
under discussion?

Mr. DUNNING: Yes.

Mr. BENNETT: No separation.

Mr. DUNNING: No; we have gane bark
to the old rate, and we went back to it
because of representations since rcceived from
ail quarters.

Mr. BENNETT: Does the new duty not
toucli the New Zcaland situation?

Mr. DUNNING: No.

Mr. BENNETT: Because we made a
special arrangement with New Zcaland and
Australia in regard te sbeep skins, if the min-
istcr will remember.

Mr. D'UNNING: Yes.

Mr. BENNETT: I have nat made in-
quiries ta ascertain the effcct upan the
arrangement with Australia and New Zea-
land.

Mr. D'UNNING: This helps bath of tbem.
Thcy would not protest, because it increases
their margin.

Mr. BENNETT: What is the duty from
Australia and New Zealand?

Mr. DUNNING: It is covered under the
ordinary British preferential item.

Mr. BENNETT: The matter was under
discussion, I remember, but was it ever cou-
summated.


