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somne other meaus Of verifying flua extra- rig1ît to inqUire as closely as we can and
ordilary incrense frorni 242 wliites andj to see if if. cati be supported by other pro-
2,395 lîalf-breeds ni)to f5,000 whites and bable facts.
lialf-breeds. I thmnk if may lie taken as Mr OLIVER. What is tlie argument?
granted that the lialf-breeds have flot been
iiîcreasing to tiny very great exteut, pro- Mr. LAKE. I arn anxious to know whe-
bably just the nafural incrense of the hait- ter the hon. minister is prepared to say if
bre.. sw know, the Itidian popula- every week durin;e these four years an

ion lias been pretty well at a standstili average of about 15 Immigrants started off
for a great aumber of years past, aîîd 1 and went up ilato the Athabaska or Pence
fhink we rnay take it for granted that the River country.
L;alf-breed population lias flot been incereas- Mr. OLIVER. The immigration depart-
ing to any very great extent, and that theremn isntytetbibda gnyt
lias not been any immigration of haf- mhenkth iasoaytio establsean Rie.f
t'reeds into that country either. We ktowvdekfeimgaio noPaeRvr
titat ialf-breeds are înovîng about the coun- Mr. LAKE. I thouglit the hon. minister
try, but if tliey moved from Athabaska minglit have been ala f tel] us from lis
they would go te, Alberta in ail probabili- owa observations. He is living in Edmon-
fy. so it does flot affect the argumenit. ton, lie miust know what is going on pretty

well, and lie mnust see these immigrants
M1r. OLIVER. Would if be because tliCy day after day sfarting off for the Peace

have moved fromn Edmonton tjiat they. River and Alhabaska country, and it seems
~vould flot be in Athiabaska after they lad t0 me fliat lie might assure this committee
wpved. there ? as to tiiese facfs, or if there is llkely to lie

Mr. LAKE. The reason 'I made the re- something more behind is statemaent th-an
mark was thnt lie is calculating a larger lie lias given us tint tîtere is this large
numboer of seaits are due to northern Alberta w'hite and lialf-breed population. 110w many,
on account of population than tley are par week lias lie hinisalf seen ? How mnny
really entitled to, and so if lie is gainlng ne wagons at a time bias lie sean waek after
half-breeds in norfhern Alberta, lie must week starting up Into tînt country ?
flot count tiem in la Athabaska. Deduct- Mr. OLIVER. TIey do not use wagons
ing the haîf-breeds, wîo are about station- Iu the wlnfer.
ary and of wliom a very grent number Mr. LAIýE. Well, we wlll say sleiglis if
are likely enougli in thie easfern part of if suits tlie bon, gentleman batter. The hon.
,tbnt tberrit ory, there lias been an increase gentleman apparently is flot prepared to
of white settlers. The increase, in the give any fncts f0 substantînte lis figures.
nuimber of whites was f-rom 242 to 3,400 11e expects thiýs committee and parliament
betw-een fhe years 1901 and 1905 ;that is fto accept lis estimate of 5,000 slmply on
to say, fliat lte number of whites ln that an opinion expressed by some unknown
country 15 fourteen limes as great as it was. gentleman. 1 think if is due to this House
Taking fiat figure, it must lie assumed that that it sliould have something more bafore
there lias been an immigration into Ajfha- if than sîmiply talling If tliat Is must nccept
baska of 850 whiýtes per annum since thnt estimate of population and fliat It must
1901. Now, CI would like to kaow whetlier give two memibers f0 represent that dis-
tlie lion. minister cani furnish us witlî any trict because In the hon. minîster's opinion
information which is likely Wo convince there are something like 5,000 wliites and
thls House that sudh a large immigration htîlf-breeds lu tînt -country. Since the
,went ie, thaf country every year within Flouse adjourned tliis aftarnoon I have
the last four years. First of ah, wîiat time been looking Into a few of the census fig-
do fIe immigrants for Atliabaska and Pence ares. Wa have lmad quoted te us on two or
River leave Edmonton ? I presume that three occasions the census of 1901 and If
pi actically the wîole of them pnss tlirough seems f0 me tînt there are some lnteresting
Edmonton on fliair way to tint country. defluctioris f0 be obtained froua these figures.
At about wliat time in fhe year do fhey For instance, I looked into the population
commence to leave ? At what time are the of Alberta as given In tlie census of J90ý1
rivers Open, and at wlint time does fravel aîid the estimated population f0 tlie lst of
ucasa ? July of the present year, a few days lience,

and I fouud that fIe population lias lu-
Mr. OLIVER. People travel between jcreased nearly four times or 392 per cent.

Edmonton and Pence River at ail seasons I wvork it out it tliis way :Tlie total popu-
of tie year. latLion of 1901 was 65,876. We wlll Ëdd

Mr. LAKE. 110w inany immigrants pier fhe, estimated population in the Medicine
week go info that country on the average J Fiat district froin fIe uew province of Sas-

katchewan amouîîting f0 about 3,000. I
Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh. think Medicine Hat itself iad about 2,000
Mr. LAKE. I tbink fliat wlien we have of fiat population. Now. we have f0 de-

suci an indefiuiife statement as tînt whici duct f rom flint the Indians who have not
lias been submitted to the House, and when been immlzrating Into fis country and
'we have nothing f0 support if we banve a whose population, as I tbink it will lie


