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OSiT FREDERICK BORDEN. I refer my
0. friend to his honm. friend who sits in
ont of him (Mr. Hughes, Victoria).

fr?é[r' CLARKE. I have consulted my hon,
Wheli-d ll}.f.ront of me on many occasions
aVee militia affairs were in question, and I
vl "}e"ef yet regretted having done so. He
the always given me sound advice. But
s hOH. member for North Victoria (Mr.
%igkes) is hot responsible for this Bill. I
of th it was a reasonable request to make
it the Minister of Militia when I asked him
e_ere had been any complaint that the
Sub, ;EHCY of our militia force had not been
ible dI‘Ved and advanced in the highest poss-
- Offic, ‘egree by the appointment of a British
th(ergrbals general officer commanding. Has
Dart feen any demand for a change on the
for OL any responsible person in the militia
e of Canada ?
rehfﬁdel;rsé&M- HUGHES. As the minister has
’fld@rbet to me, 1 might point out to him that
Mgl he system whereby a British officer
objee t_?I)Olfm:e-d we were able to get rid of an
tem Onable man ; whereas under the sys-
a8 proposed we canmot get rid of him.
th?ftr “FR,EDERI‘C[K BORDEN. Admitting
Clary My hon. friend from -Toronto (Mr.
thin ©) has put a fair question, still I do not
at g it 18 Involved necessarily in this matter
sy, he question is rather : Has Canada
Owtfd such a prominent position by her
Officepgy’ by the heroic acts of her militia
War e at hon_me and in the South African
0wy go to entitle her to appoint one of her
Hag shns to the command of her militia ?
leagy tﬁe not assumed a position when at
Militj, ere should be removed from the
We canOf this country the reflection that
om0t Tear a man competent to take
and of our own forces ?

g
Iy q CLARKE. The hon. gentleman sure-

eoun%."i:)t assume that the growth of the
the ¢, a8 been checked in any way by

Compce that hitherto her forces have been
M:landed by a British officer.
frieng PITZPATRICK. Wil my hon.

: contend that it i eflection U
Q a is a reflection upon
Qanﬁ?gj%ﬁc ity of British officers to say that
Dositioy, 5 Micers may hereafter occupy that
thep, 9 Is it necessarily a reflection upon

t is the object of the question ?

My,
I;With tOEA.RKE' I am asking the minister
28 baon 8reatest possible respect if there
to the g any complaint, any objection made
Cupy gy ePoIntment of British officers to oc-
: Dosition of general officer com-
hat is the reason for this

Qh;aln n‘g-
ge
th ? ask upon what ground is the

1)

a

:g: being sought 7

sﬁ“‘l‘utey G(',I;‘&M Are we to assume that the

Z’gthout A country cam be changed

m”ﬂ-n“ DIY complaint or demand for such
et op oo that the attitude the Depart-

10 litia is going to take ?

i

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. I am quite
prepared to submit this change to the judg-
ment of the people of Canada to say whether
it is a sound change or not. I 'do not think
I am called upon to say anything as to the
service of distinguished imperial officers in
this country. They have served the country
well according to their lights. I have no-
thing to say against any of them. I have
had experience with quite a number and I
have not a single word of reflection to
utter, but I do say that it seems to me that
it is high time the provision in the Canadian
statute which involves a reflection upon
the capacity of our own officers should be
removed. It does not follow that we shall
appoint a Canadian officer at once. It will
be a matter for the administration to con-
sider whether he shall be appointed this
year, or next year, or the year after, or ten
years hence, but that the ban, the reflec-
tion upon the capacity of our Canadian offi-
cers should be remioved from the Canadian
law, seems to me imperative at this period.
I may say that the imperial authorities con-
cur in that view.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Without discus-
sing, for the present, the question of prin-
ciple which has been raised, I would like
to ask whether the words in this section
have been very carefully considered. It
seems to me that it might be at least open
to argument that they confine the appoint-
ment to an officer of the Canadian militia.

Sir ’YREDERICK BORDEN. That is not
intended.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. The Bill deals with
the active militia, including the permanent
force and the reserve militia, and then it
says that :

There shall be appointed, an officer of rank
not lower than that of colonel to be the general
officer commanding the militia.

I would be rather inclined to think that
the selection of the general officer command-
ing would be confined to the Canadian mili-
tia, with which alone the Bill deals and if
you wish to leave it open to appoint an
officer not in the Canadian militia, you
would require to say so specially. This,
however, is only a question of drafting, but
still it would not be well to pass a statute
in words which would afterwards be con-
structed to mean something that we did
not intend.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. I shall con-
sider that because the intention of the
section is to open the command to the whole
empire.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN, I understood that.

Mr. TISDALE. I did propose to and
probably will say something on the effect
of this clause at a later period. I did
not propose to say anything to-day, but
when the Minister of Militia and Defence
made the extraordinary statement that he
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