
COMMONS DfATÂ?ES
exppditur.on rolling fBck, in 1874, up to 30th
Tune, charged to capital accoant, was $2,640,437.
In 1874-75 there was added to that to meet the increased
business, charged"to capital account, $583,904; in 1875-76,

141,*48; in 176-t7, $316,552; in 1877-78, $125,245; in
1878 79, there was no increased charge; in 1879-80, 819,95;
and these figures indicate the fact that there was no increased
business, comparatively, to provide for. l 1881, the
ineesd charge to capital acount was $224,920; in 1881-
82, $358,859; in 1882-s3, $628,244; and from the 30th of
June, 1883, to the 31st December, the charge to capital
aocount was 236,109, making a total to the present time,
from the first, of 85,275,442. I draw attention to the fact
that en examination of these figures, and of the figures
which indicate an increased volume of traffl, will show at
once that the amount charged to capital account to provide
for the incroased business was not in oxcess of the business
it.selt

Mr. BURPRE (St. John). Was not a large amount, in
1871-85, for steel rails?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER I dare say there was a certain
amount of it. I wish to draw the attention of the hon,
gentleman to a statement of the increased business, which
will show at a glance that the demand for increased rolling
stock charged to capital account bas not been at all in excess
of the business. The earnings amounted, during the last
fiscal year, to 82,370,921, which was an increase over the
preceding year of 8291,658, and exceeded the earnings of
1879-80 by no less than $864,622. Any person acquainted,
as the hon. gentleman from St. John is, with the operation
of railways, knows that you cannot have any such increased
earnings without having a very large increase in the volume
of traffic. The number of tons moved in 188--83, was 974,.
961, or 132,005 tons more than during the preceding year,
or 409,037 tons more than in 1879-80. The number of pas
sengers during the past year was 878,600, against 779,994
during the preceding year, or 581,483 in 1879-80, or an
increase in three years of 297,117 passengers. I think I
have only to refer to these figures te show, at a glance, the
necessary demand for increased rolling stock to carry on a
business of that kind.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John). Does that inchide the Prince
Edward Iland Railway ?

Sir CIIARLES TUPPER. No; we treatthem separately
in taking the estimates.

Sir RICRLAJRD CARTWRIGIIT. Of course, wecan quite
undeFatand that, from time to time, as the road is completed
and gets in working order, it ought to be expected te increase
in business. With respect to some of the remarksof the hon.
gentleman, however, I may say that during 1874 75-76, and
if I recollect aright, a part, at any rate, of 1877, that road
was being actually constructed, in large part. I think it
was not fully completed until 1877, if my memory serves.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The fact ie, it is not quite om-
pleted yet.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGIIT. So Isee, to our sorrow;
because the hon. gentleman spent $1,000,000 odd on capital
acmoant in 1883. But what I mean is this, that no fair com-
parison can be made between theyears when the railway is
in process of construction, when it is not completed, and
when, as a matter of course, a large amount of rolling stock
is most properly charged te capital. I have never objected
at all to charges to rollingsc render necessary by the
building of 100, or 200 or 300 miles of additional road. That
would b. quite fair and reasonable, but I have pointed Out,
over and over again-and in point of fact, we
had come to the conclusion, in 1878, to stop the capital
accotint altogèther. It may be sometimes a fair thing to
sÉrei&ttie expenditure for roHing stock over two, or tiiree,

1las

or four years. But there ie no doûbt» abott t-I aix -Dt
going te say,in the present instance, that the tbî uhf hA hbe
done-if you go on keeping the capital amOCn open f9e
rolling stock aIl the time, there is a great temptation,. and îQL
some instances a great liability, to sums whieti shoul(
properly be charged to revenue account being charged-to
capital account. It makes things look pleasant ; it R'fe' a
surplus when none existe, and in 1883, I see that #66,00
were charged for rolling stock to capital aceount. 01îe ,t
is no doubt-true there Mas been au increse in the quantity
of goods carried, an increase in the number of passengers,
and an increase in the receipts, but I submit that 8U68,00Q
appears, prima facie, to be more than the inerease whicý
the hon. gentleman named would warrant, and it cartainly
is open to the risk I have pointed out. If this a3eaunt be
always open it is exceodingly convenient- to put large
charges for rolling stock to that account, and wu really
cannot tell whether the road is paying its way or note, o
long as that item remains open.

Sir CHA IES TVPPER. Tbe hox'. gentlemnan will See
that I was not restiug my case on a comparison between the
years 1876-77. I wae taking the last three yeare as an indi-
cation of the impossibility of providing for the businesS-
fortunately the increased business-of the road, without;bav-
ing a large increased charge to capital account fer traffc.
If you take the years 1876-77, you will find that the number
of tons carried on the Intereolonial Railway for those years
was 421,327. Now, I ask the hon. gentleman how I am to
move 970,961 tons of freight in 1822-83, with the rolling
stock which would be sufficient for 421,327 tons in 1817.
The thing is perfectly impossible. You eannot, if you have
morely rolling stock enough to handle your trafmo, handie
the largely increased traffic of last year-a traffic Whioh is
e29 1,000 over the traffle of the previous year-you could
provide for no such increased business as that witbout hav.
ing a large increased amount of rolling stock; and I say the
manager of a railway is bound to keep, in a thorough
state of efflciency and repair, all the rolling stock
ho has put on the road by capital account. In
1876 there were 100 locomotives on the Intercolonilê
Railway. Since that time there have been added thirty-
five, which are charged to capital account. Si, all the
rollirng stock vill ba found to be in proportion to the anmount
of the business of the road. Of those 100 iocomotive.s, a
large number have been worn out and bave gone ti the
serap heap, and have been replaced by revenue account. I
am quite certain that every member of this Committeo
will be only too glad to have a demand made for increascd
rolling stock if it is required to handle increased business.

Mr. BURPEE (St. John). Laet year I think the bon.
Minister Etated that the contract with the Pallman Car
Company would expire some time this year. Has he re-
newed that contract; if so, on what terms?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The service of the Pullman
Car Company bas not been at all satisfactory. The Pait-
man cars on the Intercolonial Railway have been below the
present standard-have not had the conveniences and com-
forts of the more modern ones; and the question arose, as
the contract terminated this year, as to what arrangements
we should make for the future. We have entered into a
provisional arrangement, under which that contract will
terminate in August, 1885, the date at which tb. ontract
between the Grand Trunk Railway and the Pullman Car
Company terminates. We made that arrangement.becase
we think it very important we should have a through Pull-
man service, in connection with the Grand Trunk 1:lay
between Halifax or St. John and Montreal. W. have pal
the con tract on much more favourable terme for the Gover*-
ment than before. It is provided that th. Qen y f shall
put on two firstclas additional cars, with all tai g cdern
improvements, and that all the other Pi camsn cars shi be
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