
1414 Duties Collected at

"For exanple, we gave the sun of
$20,000, without the inniediate authority of
Parliaient,to alleviate the distress which
followed the St. John fire. (Hear, hear,
and cheers). And, I believe that, under the
circumstances, we were right in doing so. I
contend that we Lad a perfect right to lend,
or allow the Canada Central Railway to use,
a portion of the rails on which Ve had a
lien."
I contended that, in this case, one
i. intended to justify the other.

MiR. MACKENZIE: Not at ail.

Ma. PLUMB said thon lie did not
understand English. The two things
were put in juxtaposition in such a
manner that no other conclusion could
be drawn. lie thought this was quite
sufficient to substantiate the staternent
he had made. With regard to the
motion now under discussion, he con.
sidered it was very unfortunate that
this great delay had taken place in the
execution.of the Government buildings
destroyed by the fire, and lie did
not think it fair to charge the hon.
member for King's (Mr. Domville)
with making improper insinuations
when he said it was runouired that the
delay was made for pol tical purposes.
He showed expressly that such a thng
had been stated, and not Iliat he stated.
it himself. But it was, Io sav the
least, most unfortunate iliat such a
delay had occurred ; it should have
been the duty of the Governrmernt to
reconstruct the Go 'vertnent bildinigs
at once ; they should not have waited
until private entcrprie hw almost
built up the city before tley had laid a
stone. lie (Mr. Plumi,) conisicered
iliat his lon. friend was fulyv justified
in any remarks he Lad make with
reference to the delay.

MR. BURPEE said that, as soon a!s
possible after lthe fire, ail the débris
and material was cleared away.
No effort of the Government could
have enabled them to get the plans,
specifications and tenders asked for, Io
enable the buildings to be erected in
the winter season. The (overnment
would have had to wait until the spring
to start building in St. .John ; but, lue
presumed, the plans would be so com-
pleted now that tenders would soon be
asked for, and the buildinLg-s would be
commenced as soon this spring as pos-
sible. Thero had bc[en no efforts spared

MR. PLUMB.

on the part of the Government, nor
had they been actuated by any political
feeling, nor had any time been lost.
Last fail vas occupied in laying the
foundations of the different buildings.
On no principle could the Government
bejustitied iii remitting the duties on
the imports into St. John after the
fire. There had been tires in Wood-
stock, St. Stephen's, Quebec, and ail
over the Dominion, and, in every case,
the sufferers would have just as much
right to bave the duty remitted. The
principleadopted in one instance would
have to be extended to every c-aso. The
goods destroyed in St. John were not
all the property of the people of that
city, but hiad been sont there from
other parts of the Province. The Gov-
ernment subseription, 820,000, was
given immediately after the fire, before
any subseription was started, and they
gave substantial benefit to the people in
another respect by remitting the duty-
on bricks. lie did not think the Gov-
ernment could be censured in any way
for anything in relation to the great
disaster.

Mn. BLAKE said he understood the
complaimit against the Goverrnent
to be, first, tlat the amounît of pecuni-
ary assistanee, dhrectly granîtei out of
the public Treasury, was iniadequate.
It iust be remembered that it would
be quite out of the question for the
Government to interfere at all in the
way of pecnitarv aid, except ini a case
aitogether exceptional in its muagnli-
tude. Uifortuniatel-, w this country
and on this contient, disastrous fires
ocu rred very frequently ; and,
althug înuh great local disasters were
oîccasioned, nnd an eno'rmous d ispîarity
between the insuraneo ind the los
existed in every instance, vet no pro-
posal was ever made, nior culd reason-
ably be made, in sticli circuistances
for any relief ait ail. The prniple
tpota wlicl alone the Governiment
could interfere was, wlere the disaster
was si) appallirg that the common
necessaries of life were requirei to lbe
supjplied at once in) order to prevent
distress and suffering, where the cal-
amity was of such magnitude that the
charitable subseriptions of the neigh-
bouring towrs were iniadequate to deal
with it-then, only, could the Govern-
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