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AGRICULTURE

CHAIRMAN'S TEXT

1, The Negotiating Group on Agriculture has made substantial progress in
elaborating the elements of the negotiating proposals and submissions under
the subsequent negotiating process . The stage has now been reached in this
process where the general direction and procedures to be followed in the
final phases of the negotiations need to be defined in operational terms so
as to provide a framework for liberalizing trade in agriculture and
bringing all measures affecting import access and export competition under
strengthened and more operationally effective GATT rules and disciplines .

2 . There is a broad measure of consensus that agricultural policies
should be more responsive to international market signals in order to meet
the objective of liberalization of international trade and that support and
protection should be progressively reduced and provided in a less
trade-distorting manner .

3 . The particular needs and conditions of developing countries should be
fully taken into account at all stages of the negotiation in conformity
with the principle of special and differential treatment to developing
countries as laid down in the Punta del Este Declaration .

4 . Ministers accordingly endorse a framework approach comprising the
following interrelated long- and short-term elements and arrangements on
sanitary and phytosanitary regulations .

A . LONG-TERM ELEMENTS AND GUIDELINES FOR REFORM

5 . Ministers agree that the long-term objective of the agricultural
negotiations is to establish a fair and market-oriented agricultural
trading system and that a reform process should be initiated through th e

negotiation of commitments on support and protection and through the
establishment of strengthened and more operationally effective GATT rules

and disciplines .


