
APPENDIX B

Discussion Paper

International Trade Agreements and The Role of Canadian Parliamentarians

David Walker
May 2001

The purpose of this report is to further discussions on the role of Parliamentarians in the ongoing
world trade debate. The first section deals with issues first raised with the establishment of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995. To better understand the climate of the current debate
about the WTO, the debate will be examined ini the context of other trade agreements and institutions
such as NAFTA. The final sections will explore the demands of Parliamentarians for an increased
role in relation to these institutions and offer suggestions as to how thic Canadian governiment might
respond to, these expectations.

Section 1: The New World of International Trade Agreements

The World Trade ri came into being in 1995 as a controversial replacement for the
md Trade (GATT). While some sec the WTO as another step in thic
iternational institutions that have been established since the end of
me of the rnost draxnatic and important threat to national democratic
-s. It will corne as no surprise that it lias not been easy for political
xnentally différent perspectives.

TO believe that there have been significant shortcomings ini its
ig processes from its inception. They view it as an artificial creation
nstitution that is "of the people" in flic UN tradition. 0f the many
the best example is the one published by CanadaÔs International
:)pment (IISD), in its report, The World Trade Organization and

the current deb


