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The f orante of Latin ~Aerica constitute the world'ua largest lumber

reserveS, with about one third of the evergreens and hardwoods

combined, and more than half of the. ,stimated world figure for

qroving hardwoods. Ilowever, yields f rom this vaut potentiel stand

at less than 4% of world lumbêr production, making the region a net

importer of forestry products. Peru han ao in thie lest fev yearm

become a net importer of forestry products. In addition, the.

forestry sector's share of the Grosn National Product of Latin

Ahmerican countries, beers littie relation to the large *conomic
potentiel it representS.

Of the. 830 million hectares of forest in South Amierica, Paru han

about 74 million, of which 60% are considered to be aveilable for

production. This erea is estimated to contain over 6,000 million
cubic metres of lumber. Assuminq that each hectare of forent

produces an ennual increase of 6 cubic metres of round wood, and

considering only harvestable foresta (44.4 million hectares), the

maxcimum usble and sustainable harvest volume would b. in the order
of 2667 million cubic metres a year.

The Peruavian forestry industry ha. not played an important role in
the. past nor has it been given a greet deal of attention by
government authorities. Generally, the tr<end hen been to produce

consumer and intermediate goods while logqinq operations have
barely exploited the tropical foreste. Production ha. not aven met

the needs of the domestic market. This ha. be>en the. direct result

of the lack of concret& policies vhich have r,,tricted a balanced
development in thie use andi processing of forent respurces, amonq

which voul4 be a vider and better use of differuit species,
incranein productivity, reforestation, rationalization o!

production, training, investuent and promotion.


