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AN.OTnER S-'. No. The shark they caughit ait the
shore had one lobe longer thin the othor.

T. Trv the fins, are thev bonv spines or soft and

pliable?
S. They are soft and pliable.
T. The Greel, for soft is -alka~ aand accord-

ingly a large division of fish is caillde nalùper

-soft finned. Can von naine others like the carp in

this respect.
CHORi:S. Tront, salmon, herring. mninnows.

S. Wouldn't it be nice to have a c:lrp pond?

Plants in their Homes and in the Sehool Room.

Pt Y. How to Farm a khool Herba-rium.

We have been asked to gi've a few directions how to

form a school herbariurn, or to miake a collection of

the plants of the neighborhood for preservation anî

feure studv. This may be acconaplished with a littie

care and pains, and will add greatly to tlae interest of

plant study. The whole school nmav taîke tu interest

in this, and procure specimens for preservation ,but

the teacher, and a few of the older pupls to aid him,

shonld attend to the pressling, and drving ofthe plants,

wbich requires considerable care and patience. The

process will take between a week and a fertuiglait,

aocording, to the iWeather. Very lit tle apparatus as

needed. Two smooth boards, 18 to 20 inches long, and

12 to 15 inches wide, with a weight (a tlat stone) of

twenty or twen tv-five pounds, wiil makea good plant

press. Some sheets of porous paper-newspaper wii

serve the purpose very wel-cut in sizes of lSxl2

inches, will complete the apparatus.
L.et ail the pupils be interested in pro'Mlrang and

bringirg in the plants. Especiaiiy let those plan.ts

which are made the subject of studv he preserved.

A tin box or a portfolio is usuaily taken to the field,
in which. plants may: he brought borne in a fresh state

for preservation ; but these are not essential. Bv

taking up tbe plant carefuliy, root and ail if a snaîli

plant, with some earth attached, and carefully plac-

ing it in a newsl)aper, it may be brought fresh to the

school room. Carefully detaching the earth froin the

roots the plants miay be placed withi leaves and flowers

spread out so as to show to the best advantage be-

tween the folds of the drying papers. Wben the

plants aie thus placed (several on one sheet if they

are smali enough) two or three layers of paper may

then be added, other specimens placed on these, and

s0 ani ; care being taken that the plants are not too

close together, and that severai foids of paper are

placed between each layer. They may then 4e piaced

between the boards and the weigbt put on top.

Plants will dry more rapidly where they are exposed to

the sunshine and a good draughit. The dryers should'A1

be changed everv day for the tirst four or live dayâ,
andjý then 1 1verv other daîv, un tii every particle of

inisture as renaoVed.

Coi lect for preservat ion olv cona plete and perfect

spiecinacus. Supjpose at is the Mayfllower. Do xiot

take a par t o! a plant, bu t dig down. get the root

andl the wiaoie ci uster that grows from it, oniy let the

specinaen be sucla as catia be 1 laîeed on a sheet Af paper
wh lexan nited o! si xteen and one-hiaîf by eleven and

otie-liaif inciies, for dhit is the standard size of

botanuical inon ti ng papîer. Whenx the specirnens are

thoroiikly draed theY niaî be affixed to sheet8 of

Whaite 1),iler, naoderateiv staff, o! tho size above

nientionied. lPaîer for thlis purpose la prepared and

soid. (Haie maî be uised to fix the plant to the paper,
or at niaî be aliowed to remnain loose on the paper or

laetween two sheets. wiaich will be the better way if

the plaint as to be examnincd on future occasions and

ser e for ilustraîtions 10 classes ; and that is the object

in' naking collections o! dried plants.

Atter plants have been pres.ed so that ail the

nioisture as renioved, it as customary to place them

care!ully awav for future moiifltinig, with a label

attacied. This slaould be put with tlae plant when

tirst laid in press, on which as written the naine of

the plant. thae locality in which it is found, and the

date of collecting. If vou are unabie to determine

with exactncas the naine o! the plant, send it to some

fricud who perlaps bas hâd more experience in such
matters than vou hav e lad.

In this way tae begaaaniîag o! a collection, which in

future semsons will represent the complete flora of the

neaghborlaood, may. be made. Perbaps not more than

twentv species can be collected this season. Let them

bc perfect specimiens. carv!îîiiv selected aud dried. It is

jus t as miucb trouble to dry a poor specimen as a good

one. And aibove ahl, let the p)lanats so collected and

preserved, represent the work done for the season in

tiae ciass ; that is, let thei be studied as carefully as

the capaity o! the piapils wiil admit.
Tlaere need be no expense-beyond a few cents ex-

peu ued for whiate pap)er oia wlaich to mouint the planta
-and only a moderate ainount of ak-ili and patience
in makîng a sclaooi laerbariuai. If there is no school
cabinet iu wlaich to preserve the p)lants a large port-
folio nav be made, into which tlae s pecimens may be
placed after rbey have been dried an d mounted.
Bander's board or some stiff material may be used as
an outside cover for the portfolio ; ther folios of stiff
paper ira which ail the species o! a family may b.

placed. Iftefml s large two or more o! such
folios should be used. For convenience of reference
the naines of the farnily should be neatly written on
the loiver rig/ai hand corner of the covers containing
the specaes, and the naine o! each species with locality
and date of collection wratten on the lower right
laand corner of the shieet which cotatains it,


