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the Il'Fly Amanita " and one or two more at least are "
deadly as the venom ef a tropical serpent. Thej
appears te bu ,orne variation in th-, strongth of the~
"lly Aiainita," perhaps due te the variety or, its par-

ticular envirennient, and] in seme parts of th(- werld it
toxic pow-er baýs been utilized witliout seieus reSuits".
But as; a rule it has been tound te be deadl os
A. vernus lias been without any exception.

Morever, there is evidence te show Chat at some
turnes at least., the odor or bandling of semje anianitasi
bias produced serious l.ymfpLtUts ef poisening ininnediately,
and even a few heurs after when absorption through the
skin was suspected.

In, addition it bas lx-en teund that one poisoneus
tungus in a basket of good eues had comnmunicated seme
et its peisonous properties te the others se as te niake
tliemi poîsoneus. Sueh well attested caLses show how
careful we mnust be if we are te use the mnany delieious
and nourishing species which are as valuable for feod as,
the filnest weat, as Weil as beting specially appetizing.

Bearing, ail these peints- iu mind, yeu cau preeed
with jour study ef the tungi more safely Chan betere
in tact vithont any danger at ail. And whon you
commence to observe next spring, lie on the Iook mit
not to be totreeswith any thing likethe IlSpring"1'ur
"Deadly " .&manita, even if yeu are only hringing it
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net in contact

substance et tue tunlgus into tile stomIlacli is Succ'eedsd
byne disturbance, in twenty-four heurs, a larger pise.e

the sivte ef a bazel-nut, miay he atternpted, and thus dt
amount increased day by day until the demnonstration et
thle edbltor at latharmnlessness, is comlplets. and
the ,;pecies, thus admiittud into the sate list. Byteileowiug
this method with ths utmost c-autioni, the experinlenter
eau at best, §uffe~r but a slight temnpurary indisposi-
tien as ts resUit et bis; haiheedilIl, in the event et a
noisonie species liaving bern encountered, and] wilI at
lea'st thus have the satisfaction et tse disceývery et an
enemny or a trieud.

It may b, -said that auj mnushrom, omillingl ii.
4mwita, w1xich is pleAs.ant te the taste and] etierwige
agreeabls, as. te odor and] texture when raw, is probably
liarmiless, and may ffatsly ho' thus3 vsntnred on with a
view ot ëstablishing its edihility. A preinrent authority
on our ediblv inu4hreens, MeIlvaine, applies this ruie
CÀe ail Agarics with confidence. -This rule mnay lis

estblshe,"he saye,: "Ail Agarics -fxcepting tiie
Amnanitas-; inild te the tast4e when raw, if Lhey ceinend
theniselvesý in other wajs, are- edibis.»

Thim claimi is berne eut in his experience, witli the
resuit Chat lie ilow nuinhers ever oes hundred species
aniong bis habituai vedibis li8t out~ et the thie lindred
which lie lias a( tually feunid by pers-ýonal test to be
edible or hariûllss. " iï numeron (Iretaael, h.
continues, " fid se wdil dlooe a xlurdy o! them deil kir
habit. w nd habitaix, ihal fiw e riter never /adslé uJi>en a7iy
daiy /roem A1pril Ieoeme tefinid amépir 8uppis, of
heatf wrioo, Llitoz loadstood fer hi.lfandi

For ille RaVtwl.
The Stiidy of the Jlistory of Art -A Suggestion.

The educatienal imnportânce et the cultivation of
taste ie uow ,se universally rscoguized that a suggestion
for the systematie 8tudj of te ii. Hitery et Art cau
hardly 1we eut ef place iu tiiese pages.

Thougli a kuowledge et technique may net be usonsý-
sary te the enjejuient et A~rt, jet fer the, intelligent
appreciation et the artist's, motive and achievemeut
soie ns iwledge of bisi tinis and surrounidizngs is indis-
pensable. IIew utt-l uriju4t it would be te compare
the attsuuated forni. ef Cimtabiue'4 Madonnas et the
thirtecnth centur-y with tii. perteet drawings ot Vsdder
and Abbey, and jet in our ignorance of what te
expect vo miake just as teolish ceuipariseng, lauglsing

where ws 41hould reverence and criticising wbers vs


