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Local Government Boards in- Canada
13y J., N. 'BAYNE, member,_ Local Government 13o&rd of

Saskatchewan.

For many years Great Britain's Local Gavernment Board
has coatrolled the creatîng of debentures issues by 'muni-
cipal institutions. In Canada municipal administration
comes, under the jurisdictIon 0f Its aine provinces. 'Hence
anly local government board whîch may be bruught into
existence will have its powers delegated to it by a provin-
cial legisiature.

Until a few years ago each munlcipality in Canada decid-
ed for iteelf, usuaill'y by a vote of iLs electors, or by special
statuts, whethor or not a permanent loan for capital ex-
penditure should be made. Central authority over bor-
rew,,ýings of the kind was seldcom exerclsed. In the province
of Ontario, however, the railway and municipal board has
for some Lime held a rigbt to exercise a ilraited supervision
over the creatlng of a, permanent dLbt on the part of amunicipal institution. In December, 1913, the Province of
Saskatchewan, at a session of the leglalature wbich closed
thut month, made provision for tbe establishment of a, localgovernment board. Tbe Province of Alberta in less than
two years afterwards organlzed a public utilities commis-
sion whlcb la mueb the same as Saskatchewïin's local gov-
ernment board ln sa far as iLs relationishlp to local author-
MLes. la concerned. The provinces of Quebec and British
Columbia soon atter assumed, to a degree, like contrai of
municipal borrowings.

As already intlmated, where a local goverament board,
or a body vested with similarpowers, bas I)een brought lnto
bieing, it la not under federal control. Whiere stucb scrutin-
izing bodies exigt throughout Canada tllerfi are points of
dlissl.mlarlty.

This provincial central supervision is nipprovýed general-
ly by the people of the varîous provinces in whicb these
bodies exist as a safeguard against local aspirations andambitions which sometimes have led toi near to the
danger point.
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As already stated, the local govtrnment ioardo $Saskat-
chewa apprves or rejece ail proposais to. borrowmnoney

bY debenture On the Part of the 7 cities, 7& tGwns, 8,20 v>Ir-lages, 300 rural municlpalities, over 4-,200 schlool distric' tsand a large number of rural telephone compantes In theprovince. It will likewise perforsa similar duties in re-spect 0f "hospitai districts" whîch recentiy came into ex-latence, but none of these bave, s0 far, attexnpted the Issueof debentur 'es. It la conceded tat tbe board, with k9iow-ledge secUred in -dealing witb nearly ail local authorities,should be In a better position to take a wider vlew of themunicipal and finanicial situation tban any singlelcaauthorlty.
One resuit of the board's existence is a, bigher prIceý paldfor municipal securlties, The lntendlng purchaser, In morethan one Instance, bas asked for a special audit of thebooks and records of the local autbority about to ikuedebentureg, but on learning of the existence of thje hjcalgovernment board and its functions, bas deemed the' ex-amination of the latter sufficient and bas purchased thedebentures with an added feeling of confidence. 1fr istrue that sometimes, when a mnunicipality's elaborate pro-gram is curtailed by the local government board, a feelingof disappointmnent results, but the passing of Lime showsthe wisadom of Iearning to wall< before attemxptlng, Lq run.In iLs five years of existence any reductions rediced uponby the board have preved to be in the interests of thecitizens directly affected. In the case ot one large urbanmunicipality ln tbe province, wbose program included. whatthe board deemed to be non-essentîi and lna dvisable Par-tlcularly at a time when labpr and rnaterial are possiblyat tbe maximum ef cost, some of Its officiais expressedtbemnselves as believlng that thes local governmont boardshould have control only over rural or juniorr mnicipalinstitutions. This sentiment 15, however, net comnç nor15 there real justification for its existence. It 18 a fact t hatthe too optimistic entlook of urban or senior munlcipalitieswas a cause for the existence of the local governmentboard, for had our province 'conslsted only of rural m'uni-cipalities and villages, IL is flot likely that it would havebeen established. To those who have seen thé, urban centerdevelop rapidly, it la apparent that a- coaling or déterrlnginfluence le etten desirable.


