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Some Facts and Figures with Comment Showing Po§sib]e Egg Production
for the Individual Hen. Rather Astonishing Records
Conducted by N. C. CAMPBELL, B.S.A.

OW many eggs should a good hen
lay in a year?

Did you ever keep books, or
records, for your laying hens and find out
just how many eggs they laid?

If you are keeping hens for profit, or
merely just because you have always had
some poultry around, you will find it ex-
ceedingly interesting to keep records of
egg production—and, if you will, also of
costs.

What would you say would be a good
record for any one hen to make in the way
of egg production for one year? And how
many eggs should you expect from a good
pen of twenty-five select birds?

If I were talking to you face to face and
asking you these questions I reckon it
would bDe a pretty safe wager that you
would answer “I do not know, I have
never thought about it in this way."”

Unless my memory serves me poorly,
the average flock of hens, as kept on farms
throughout the country, produce from 75
to 90 eggs for each individual layer per
year. 1 fancy this would not include a
lot of those old drones—three-year-old and
very old hens that cannot be expected to
lay particularly well, if they lay at all!

HE moralists tell us that it is well to

have a standard, to aim at some-
thing,—
for if we aim
at  nothing
we are very
likely to hit
it. So let me
give you
some facts
and figures,

always finds this same type appearing
for any exceptionally heavy layer. Notice
the hen in the forefront, centre of the
illustration. Her type or shape makes me
think of an article I read one time by the
editor of a poultry journal, wherein he
stated that fowls that have made the best
egg records have invariably an indivi-
duality of type, such as high tails, large
combs, and either long or deep bodies.

You notice, of course, from the illus-
tration that this particular hen is of the
White Leghorn breed. Let us note that
the average Leghorn hen weighs only about
four pounds, or say forty pounds for this
pen of hens. Their eggs, averaged at
two ounces each, weighed almost 275 Ibs.
Thus the hens produced in eggs nearly
seven times their own weight. Figured
at 35c. a dozen, 2,202 eggs were worth
$64.23, which, after deducting $1.60 per
hen for food, leaves a profit of $48.23.

I reckon that you will agree with me that
it will keep any other industry very busy
indeed to show a higher return, con-
sidering investment and labor.

All of the hens, of course, did not do
so well as these top-notchers; in fact,
out of 500 fowls that were in the competi-
tion, representing the pick of the best
layers of Europe and America, only four
pens (five birds each) laid above 1,100
eggs, and
only sixteen
pens went
above 1,000.
Only one out
4 of every four

% birds laid 200
eggs or over,
and the en-
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World, about what some real good hens
have done in the way of setting standards
to which other hens may be bred and
developed to approach. I am going to
tell you about some of the great inter-
national egg-laying competitions that have
become popular during the past two or
three years. The records made may
perhaps astonish you if you have records
available covering what your own flock
of hens have accomplished; at least,
these records furnish an ideal towards
which we may strive with some hope of
attainment.

An S.C Rhode Island Red produced
254 eggs and an S.C. Whité' Leghorn
produced 253 eggs within a year in the
third annual International Egg-laying
contest, conducted under the auspices of
the Agricultural College, at Storrs, Conn.
[ thought that this was an astonishing
record when I first got the figures, but
lately I learn that three hens in the Inter-
national Egg-laying Contest running at
Thorndale, Pa., during the past year made
official records, each as follows:—264,
263, and 256 eggs, their average being 261.

Put the foregoing alongside of the
records from your own good flock, which
are probably making an average of about
100 eggs or thereabouts for the year, and
you 'see at once the possibility that lies in
still better stock and in still better feed
and attention for them. :

The records as given in the foregoing
are really marvellous. Let us consider it
in relation to some other things that we
can more easily understand and appreciate:

As a hen never lays more than one
egg a day, this represents 261 days' work—
of more days, after deducting Sundays,
holidays and vacations, than the average
business man spends at his office or store!

I thought I would like to show you a
picture of these wonderful hens, so I have
asked our Superintending Editor to have
an illustration made to go with this article
this month. These birds are the three in the
toreground in the illustration, counting
from the left. The photograph, by the
way, shows the entire pen of ten birds,
whose total egg production for one year
was 2,202 eggs, or an average of over 220
egﬁgs per bird—this being, of course, an
official trap test record. These birds were
afterwards purchased by the Pratt Food
Co., to be used in further breeding and
laying~ tests~‘at the Pratt "Experiment
Station, Morton, Pa. I am not advised
as to what the purchase price was, but I
know that last year’s winners were valued
at $1,000.

There is something very interesting
about the type of these hens. One almost

this month at considerable length because
I want every reader of this page to realize
now at the early commencenent of the
breeding season, or before it o ens, just
how great is the possibility of pr-;iu‘(:t!on
from good laying hens. Of course, like
begets like"" in poultry as with other stock;
therefore, we may well be 'somcwhat
thoughtful and given to looking ahead
when we come to selecting eggs for hatch-
ing from which we will raise the layers for
next year and the years after.

It seems to me that great good has been
accomplished by these egg-laying com-
petitions since they have invited attention
to the productivity of hens. And as
people come to realize the possibilities in
egg production they will come more and
more to demand pedigrees of performance
as well as pedigrees of plumage. The
laying competitions have provided for the
practical breeder the same opportunity
to exhibit his or her skill and ability that
the fancy breeder has enjoyed in the show
room for the past sixty years. - In addition
to the egg-laying competitions, as referred
to in the foregoing, I am advised that a
national egg-laying contest has recently
closed at Mountain Grove, Mo.; egg-
laying competitions have also been con-
ducted in New South Wales (I have a
bulletin before me giving eleven years’
records). Then in the Province of
British Columbia, where poultry keeping
is especially popular in Canada, these com-
petitions have been running now for two
years.

IT is not a bit too early to get plans
completed and under way for the
enlargement and the general management
of the poultry this season. ~Now is the
time to write the incubator firms and get
particulars and prices of the equipment
ou will want, and get such additional
information as they can give you about
poultry and which is printed in their
catalogues and literature.

The winter layers for next season must
be the pullets that you will mature from
the eggs hatched this coming spring.
Make sure of hatching them not later
than April or early May.

If you are going in for broilers to place
on the early market at the high prices
that rule you will be starting right away to
run your incubator.

Success with the chickens you will hatch
depends so largely upon vigorous healthy
stock and the greatest possible vitality
that you can well afford to give every
attention to make sure of vitality. Feed,
fresh air and exercise, are the points to
look after in this connection.
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International Poultry

Food Tonic

Makes hens lay more eggs by stimulating the digestive and egg producing
organs, also keeps poultry healthy and vigorous. By far the cheapest to use.
Sold 25¢., 50c. and $1.00 packages.

International Louse Killer is a pure white powder
that will not discolor the plumage of the whitest bird.
Quickly kills lice, ticks, fleas, etc., on poultry, pigeons,
horses, cattle, sheep and hogs. Large box with sifting
top, price 25c.
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International

1 Roup Remedy positively cures and
Price 50c.

prevents roup.

These guaranteed preparations are for sale by dealers everywhere.
Free We' have just pu!?lished a handy little Book entitled *‘ Inter-
national Poultry Guide,” which gives valuable information on
poultry. Write for a copy, it's absolutely free.

INTERNATIONAL STOCK FOOD CO., LIMITED
TORONTO CANADA

Start Now to

RaisePoultry

)
HE supply of first grade poultry and eggs in
Canada and Europe is far short of the de-

mand. Get busy right now and benefit by ob-

taining the year's top market prices.

We will show you how to begin, help you after
you start and will buy for the highest cash price
all the poultry and eggs that you can produce.

in selecting your incubator make sure that you get the .
best that money can buy—it will prove cheapest in the end.

Prairie State Incubators

areguaranteed to be absolutely asrepresented or your money
will be refunded upon return of incubator in good order.

Canadian Agricultural Colleges are using Prairie Stote
Incubators; write them for their results. Hundreds of
others, beginners and experts, are having great success in
hatching strong, healthy chicks that live.

Send for our Free Book
“How to Hatch Chicks that Live”’

It gives reasons why the Prairie State is best—
shows the right kind of hover—tells how to build your
own brooders—the kind of feed to promote quick
growth, and how to obtain the experiences of success-
ful poultrymen. Write for it today.

GUNN, LANGLOIS & CO. LIMITED
32 ST. VINCENT STREET, MONTREAL

The Eggs You Get

not the number of hens you

have in cthe flock, determine

whether your poultry is affs

profitable. Every hen on the l‘

sick list or irregular layer

means S0 much money lost. Poullry
Remedies

Pratts Poultry
Regulator, 25c.-$9.
Pratts Baby Chick
Food, 25c. to $5.75
Pratts Liquid Lice
Killer, 85c. qt.,
$1.00 gal.

Pratts Powdered
Lice Killer,
25¢.-60c.

Pratts Roup
Remedy, 25-50c.
Pratts Roup
Tablets, 25¢-50c.
Pratts White
Diarrhea Remedy,
26¢.-50c.

Pratts Cholera
Remedy, 25c.-50c.
Pratts Head Lice
Ointment, 25c,
Pratts Gane
Remedy, 25¢.-60c.
Pratts Bronchitis
Remedy, 25¢-50¢.
Pratts Condition
PN G Tablets, 25¢-50¢.

Pratts Sore ITead
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Remedy, 25¢-50¢.
qc/;
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POULTRY REGULATOR
induces regular laying be-
cause it acts directly on the
digestive 'and egg-producing
nrgans, toning up the whole
system and Iimproving the
digestion. It produces a
marked improvement in the
birds because it insures per-
fect condition, “Vonur money
back if not satisfied.” :
Pratts Pansy Nam -dv

is a sure preventive of colds,
catarrh and roup. Use the
Tablets for individual
treatment.

P-10

Pratts Scaly Leg
Remedy, 25¢-80c.
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WRITE
your name and address
on the margin of this ad.,
tear it out and mail it with
0 1Cc. (stamps or silver) to
o ‘ cover postage, wrapping,

ete.,, and we will send vou a
; . /,/ .\ copy of “The Poultryman’s
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Handbook,” containing 160
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pages profusely illustrated.

PRATT FOOD CO.
of Canada Limited,
Dept. 23 Toronto.

pe~ PIN MONEY —=

URN right now to page 26 and read all about Everywoman’s World Pin
Money Club—the Club “with the one idea—to make money for its mem-
bers.” You will surely want to join.




