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It is apparenitly thic ambition of a
certain sehool of scicritific historianis,
to place historic studies uipon the saine
basis as those of the special sciences
wbich have to do witli phases o)f the

physical universe. Now the criticisin
of this effort is radical. It is, that the
facts of history are not at ahl like
those of physical nature, and there-
fore require a totally differetit treat-
ment. The facts of history, hiowever
incidentally connectetl with the phy-
sical world, are, nevertheless, as bis-
toric data, facts of the humnan spirit.
As expressions of hinan purpose
their whole siguificance, the links of

causal sequence, tlicir actions and re-
actions, anI thecir varied anI sul)tle
spiritulal influences disregard ahl the
ordinary standards of physical nature
and follow distinctive lines of thecir
own.

Again, while it is both possible and
necessary to approach tbec stuldy of
history with intellectulal honesty, it is
net possible to derive imutch benefit
from it if it is indertaken with colouir-
less motives. The advanitages which
we derive froun history mniist depeud

altogetiier uipon the interests whichi
wc l)ring to it. Notxvthstaniding the
centuries during which wc have

studietl the history of the ancients, the
whole of this field is being revohîition-
ize(l at tlie present timce by the awak--
ening of new întere-sts. On every
hand t'le range of historié research is
being exteu(lC(, unitil history, wliichi

was once a coiparatively niarrow anl(

simple study, is uow one of infinite

varicty and specializatitili. Rcmiark-

ably frcsli intercst bas been imiparteci

to those apI)arciltly woril ont regions,
religion anti Jolitics, whiile nlex lighît

lias l)cen shed uipou even dit crudclst,

and thierefore nîost familiar field of

all, the tragic region of humiian fend
and slauighter. Now, too, \ve have our
hi,,hIlý specialized and suibdivided bis
tories of languiage, literature, philoso-
phvy, Science, law, ecoloiles, dognia,
rîtual, hceralry, and a score of otheri
subjccts. And tiiese are ail the rc-
resuilts, not so iuchel of an increase of

historic data, as of the immense

stimulus of humnan initcrest and en-

lightenment.
-iîstory, then, reveals its secrets to

nis in proportion to tlie interests we
bring to it. I t requires, however, in a

speia dgrcthe ridintellectual
honesty whiclh iuîust accomipany ail
search for the real nature of things.
Tbiere is a sulel danger of self-de-
ception iii the confusion of those legi-

tîmiate ilnterests, which are the truc
incentives to ail historie research,
with the corporatc aud selfishi intercsts
whichi are stirred livfthc nature of the
facts revealeci.

Now those who are iiiost mixious
to reduice the stuldy of history tu a
purelv scicutific systcmi are really
anxiouis to ,liard agaiuist this spurioins
forîn of historie initerest which inisists
ulpon goiog- to hiistory inainly for the
support of foregoine conclusions. But
if the nmethod advocate(l wcre emiploy-
cd consistentl\ , it \voul(l rob history
of its chiief interest, and render its
facts as devoid of huinian warmth,
liglît, and sy mpathv, as thiose of pI1y
sics itself. As the socialists propose
to get rid of the evils incident to pri-
vatc property by abolishing private
property altogether, s0 the puirelv
scientifie hiistoriani w'ould get rid of thc
(langer of secking support iii history
for foregone conclusions, by virtlahly
abohishîulg aIl practical initercst in ftle
verdicts of history. But history is, of
nccessitv, a subject of flic higlbest
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