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increases in size. .This short *acaount of the ger.
ipination of seeda suffices ta shew the many pre-
liarations and meane nature uses ta produce a single
plant.

OUR persistent advocacy of the teaching of agri-
clture in our rural schools bas hadl the effect of
stirriflg up the parties most deeply interested in an
endceavor to*get the Ontario governinent to take
soine steps in the matter. Since our last issue a
ilotion wvas introduced in the Legisiature by Mr.
.\lLenagban as fallows: IIthat, in the opinion of
this House, greater local facilities should be given
io farinera' sonsi by wbich they could secure a botter
efiucation in their own calling than le aff'orded. them
u'mider the provisions of the laiv as it now stands."
1The mover, in an admirable speech, made somne tell:
imîg Points in support of the resolution. H1e claimed
tîmat the farmers did not receive the attention that
was aocorded mercantile or other callings. The
farmer of to-day had, educationally, very little more
faceilities tlanlbe had twenty years ago. The great-
est interests of the cauntry lay in the bands of thîe
farmer, and to improve him was to do gôod to every
other business caling. The resources of the farmn-
ing industry were equs.l to those of ail the other
business callinge in the country, and if the farinera
were ever to assume the position in the country
w'hich their calling entitled tbem. te, it would be
wvlîen tbey were properly educated in their pr*o-
fession. HNe mibt be told that if the fariner grew
up in ignorance it was bis own fault, but tbat was
Dot the case, because facilities were not now offered
Iilm for acquiring the special education be neecled.
Tlmey must rememberahatanecessity existed to.day
that did net exist when the farmne were first cleared.
Then the b ail but ta tickle the vigin sal, and it
would yiel baunitifully. Now that virginity bad
been exhausted and if the farins of Ontario were
decreasing ln value, it ivas because the fertility hadl
bcen destroyed antl the farmers lacked the scientific
edlucation necessary ta restare it. They, on the
il inisterial side of the bouse, bail joined in the cry
that the fariners of the country were a ruined,
dlown-trodden, liopelees race, but tbat cry was one
of the greatest frauds ever perpetrated. Çive the
fariner of Canada the oppartunity hie should bave,
and he would gyallantly hold his own. The publir
school systemu of Ontario was a credit te the pro-
vince, and ane of the finest in the world, but it did
not afford facilities for the teacbing of scientifie
agriculture. A text book on agriculture bail been
produced. It was tardy, but at last it badl corne,
aiid it was creditable ta its authors. But the
teachers theinselves were nlot trained in the funda-
mental principles of the science of agriculture. As
ta the high sebools and collegiate institutes, there
vas anly an odd farmner bere and there tbat could
afford ta send bis son ta tbem, but suppose hie did
go ta the expense, wbat were the resulte ? There
M'ere professore for everytbing, specialiets for every-
thing, exceptas regarded hie future calling. Tbough
thefariner was heavily taxed for the euppnrt of
these institutions, tbere was not a teacher ta give
Il s son a lessan in the science of farin ing, which ivas
de;cidedly wrang. The scboals supported by the
fariner should afford an education for the farmer's
son. It mnust not be fargotten that other counitries
wcýre taking action in the matter of agricultural
eiluicatian, countries wbich came inta competition
with thora in the markets of the world. Hlow could
they keep up ini the race if they did not receive
siiiilar advantages? Years ago the yield of wbeat
imi Ontario was fram 35 ta 40 bushels per acre :Iast
year it was only 14.3 per acre. Aîter referring ta
what other cauntries.were doin¶1 in the matter of
agricultural educatiou, lie said he bad a theory of
his own that might be good or snigbt be imperfect;
bc wauld. lave the Hanse to judge. Hie idea was
tIlat they would require to have somethlng mare
local, more practical, and mare tangible. ta attain

ithe result des.ired. H1e would propose that power
lie given ta the municipalities to establish township
SChloalB for'tle study of agriculfural subjects. In
each township there was a townsbip bail wbicb
colild be easily utilized for the purpose of a sehool.
This schoal. should be placed in, charge of a spe-
Cialist, passibly ans of the youlng men holdink a
dîplarna fromn the Agricultural College, and it should
lie kept open three or four inontha in the year, or
for sucb tieas migbtbe found desirable. It would
erve the saine purpcse towards the Agriculturel

Callege and the Model Faren, as the high scbools
did t he ohleges iand unîversities. it would

stimulate a dire fr higher education in this
brancb, and would soan lead ta the esta.blishment
of other colleges. The soaner a new callege was
established east of Toranto, tbe better for the easît-
era section, as the present cahlege was totally un-
fitted for that section. The scool be suggested
would cost but very littie, and the expense mightb. divided between thase attending then, the

muniipaltythe ouny, ad th prvinc.lI
suich an important matter the province could
affard ta spend liberally. The Minister of Educa-
tion made one of bis eharacteristie replies. To keep
bis supporterî i l ne hie assumed that the general
trend of the remarks of the maver of tbe resalution
was censoriaus, or, in other wards, that in the matter
af edtîcation the goverrament was unfriendly ta the
fariner. The remarks would apply 'with almoBt
equal farce ta every other calling in tbe land. It
might ho said, wvhat wvere the governinent daing for
tbe education af tbe labarer, the dornestie, tbe
blacksmitb or the seamstress? The lahorer was
not instructed how ta handie bis pick and shovel,
nor ivas the blacksmith taugbt ta wield bis bamn-
mer. What hie objected ta mainly was, that the
maver did not recognize the great principle that
elementaîy educatian. was purely fundamental, and
that what was useful to the farmers was equally
useful to those engaged in any otîmer of the varions
callinge Agr iuturai education in tbe public
sehoais* would be misplaceýd. They sbould not f11l
the public schools wvlth the Ilologies" or the sciences.
The whole public sellool systern of tbe country was
as good for the fariner as for anybody else. Where-
as the doctor and the lawyer hiad ta pay their own
way ia the pursuit cf their professions, provision
was made at the Agricultural College for the fariner
ta perfect bis special education at the State's ex-
pense. In reply ta the observations as ta lack of
provision being made la tbe 111gh sehools for tbe
education of farmerô' sons, he would like ta state
that agricultural chemistry was taugb t vitb special
reference tafarming. Tiie specialist la thie science
was as welI qualified ta instruct the young men
from the country la the principles of farining as was
a prof essor of agriculture. In relation ta the scheme
which had been euggested he supposed it was new
ta the bouse. It ivas a matter for consideratian
whether municipal councils should have the power
propose1. The Governinent would have ta con-
eider wbetber sncb a plan would be feasible. It
wvas the privilege of the 'Houe ta restrain an undue
use af power as comsnitted ta municipalîties and
corporations. Hie boped thse mover would feel, la
view af wbat lie hadl said, that the abject of bis
motion had been attained, and lie suggested that it
be witbdrawn. After several members badl spoken
etrongly la support af the abject sought ta be
attained la tIse motion, it wvas withdrawn. The
Mînister of Education evidently clos not under-
stand or dos not wieh ta understaad wlmat the
mnoirer ai the resolution, wbo is a Conservative, ad-
vocates. To place thme calling of a laborer or a
blacksmith on the saine plane as that of tise farmner,
ln regard ta education, is certaiîîly net flattering ta
the latter. The camparison dIra%,n by the hion.
gentleman is tIse heiglit ai absurdity and is not
creditable ta bis intelligence. It ie quite apparent
that unIss the farmers sink their party differences
and unite as 'aie mari la insisting tupan a juet recag -
nition by thé governiment of their rigbts ln regard
ta educational matters, the govcrnment, wbich la
thia3 instance means the Minister of Educatioa, will
do potbing for fear of offending the laborer, the
domestia, thse blacksmith, and the seametrese. We
will have eomething mare ta say on tbis subjeet.

Iu the Speech from tihe Throne at the openîng af
the Dominion Parliament, tbe following clause
appears: A disposition baving been manifested
in the United Kingdom ta impose on sea-going
ships engaged ia the cattie trade increased safe-
guards for life and greater rastrictions againet im-
proper treatment, a careful enquiry bas been made
as ta the incidents of that trade in sa far as this
country le concerned. While I ama glad ta learn
tbat aur shipping le free froin reproacli in that re-
gard, your attention will be învited ta a measure
,which wiIl rernove ail reasionable apprehenelea of
abuses arising la the future la connection with s0
important a branob of aur commerce.

lot.-The great struggle of the mainera of the United States
for the adoption of an eigbt.hour work day comnmenced.

2nd.-Striking minera aud the sheriffs corne into collision
at Mocewood, Pa.; seven minera sbat down and several
wousded. ,.~ . Openlng of the Nova Soia Legialature.

3rd.-Tbe Parneilite candidate deteated In North Stigo.
--. Attacney-General Martin reaigus Mas partfolle in tbe

Mltloba Goverament.
4th.-Advices received that Lieut. Grant witb 80 Indien

troopa eaptured Fort Thobai, whioh wue garrisoned by over
900 Manlpuria. . . . Destructive tire lu Cote St. Paut, near
Mfontreal, Ion8 over $40,000.

5th.-Charlea Hodgea, fereman in Geary's dairy estahlish-
ment, London Towuahip, tatally ataba a teltow.workmau
named Hubbard.

Ct.-Sir Charles Tupper, Sir John ThoMptpsan sd Hon.
George B. Fater watt upon Secretary Blaine at Washington,
witb regard te enlacged trade relations between Canada aud
the States.

7th.- Grand Centrai RotaI, Llatowel, ont., deatroyed by
fire, loas about $20,000. . . . Dcath ef P. T. Barnum,
tIhe great sbowman, lu bia 8OtIs year.

Sth.-Three men kiled by an explosion lu Bradley'e gly.
cerine worka, Petrolea, Ont.

9th.-Seseion ot the Austratian Federalian closes amld a
aoene of great enthusham et Sydney, New Souths Wateo,
atter adoptiug thse Constitution bill. . . . Advicea ce-
eeived of another brittiant vtetory by Lieut. Grant'e forces
avec thse Manipuria. . . . Déstructive oe en u ing Street
West, Toronto, the buildinig ocoup!ed by the Heji 4 man
Piano Co., sud others belng gutted; loss about 840,000.

1Oth.-The FrencIs Government conaenti; ta admit Canadian
Isog produots into the country. . . . Death of J. A.
Ma aue, ex-M.P. for Richelieu, Que.

llth.-Conflagration in Chicagn. Ill., Iona avec one miltion
dollars. . . . Death of Sherifi .Scarfe, of Brant, at Brant.
tard. Ont., and af AId. George E. Gillespie, of faronto, at
Pasadena, California;* froin thse grippe.

18tb.-Coliaion between the snllitary and atriking weavers
at Bradford, England;, several severely injured on each aide.

14.-Premier Stamboulof! orders thse Bulgactan army ta b.
in readinesa fo~r active service. . . . Great excitement by
thse defeat e! a motion ta re-elect the cetiring directors at the
annual meeting of thse aharehoiders of the Grand Trunk Rail.
way, held ia London, England.

lSth.-The EscI of Kimberley aucceeds thse late EarI Gran-
ville-as Liberal leader In the Hous of Lords. . . . Em-.
ployée of the Montreal & Sorel Raitway, whoae wages are in
arreara, seize thse enginea and prevent trains iunÙnug; Oive
ringleaders arcetd.

16th..--Jame;% Kàne tried st the Belleville, Ont., assizes for
thse murder cf bis wife, snd aenteuced ta be bauged an May
21et. . . . G. L. Poster, -of tIse Dapartment of Jw tice,
appointed wardeu ot the penitentiary at Stoney Moatain,
Man.

17th.-Death et Csptaiu Huntiey B. MacKay, of Montres!,
the distingulshed young offieer, tn Af ries. . . . Canadian
mail service transferred tram thse Allan line ta New Yack.

18th.-Porogation of tIse Manitoba Legialature....
Desth of John Etlitt, a well-known contractar, at Toronto.

lOth.-Canadian Pacifia workahaps at Hochelaga destroyed
by fire; lass over $100,000.

20t.-Large number of eleetion petitions; lodged to dây lu
conneotian wlth thse Dominion elections. . . . Death of
Mary E. Gough, widow of tIse great temperance lecturer.

21st.-The 3rd Battatian Grenadier Guards refus8e tei ebey
ordera at the Chelsea barracka, Londau; several muttneera
arrcstedl snd an investigation ordered. . . . The Local
Govecument af Prince Edward Isiand resligns, snd a new Gev-
ernment formed.

22nd.-Generai Booth, of the Salvation Army, receives a
bequeit et 1$350,000 tront a lady who died in Glasgow, Scat-
land.

2Srd.-The Newfouudtand delegatea heaxd et the bar et thse
Hanse of Lards. . . . Rme, thse Eternat City, severety
shaken and public huildtnga damagefi, by the explosion et a
powder magazine; Oive men klled.

241,-Death et Prussian Field-Matsal Count Von Moltlci,
In hie DOtIs year. . . . Two voung girls dcowned at St.
John, N.B., hy their hoit capalztng. . -. A IlJack tIse
Ripper" commencea bis dtabolicai work tin New York.

25th.-HIon. John Carling called to tIse Senate.
26th.-Rev. Dr. Talrnage's new tabernacle ln Brooklyn,

N. Y., opened fer service.
27th.-Naviatems opened at Montreal for thse seucia.

Fertilizer worke, Hamnilton, destroyed by Ore.
23th.-Grand Teillai Raitway directoire re-elected at tIse ad-

joucned annuai meeting iu London, England. . . . Cham-
pleuship scullng match betweeu McLean and Stanqbucy, ou
thse Paramatta river, Sydney, New South Walea, for £2400, won
by the latter. . . . New C. P. R. steamahip Empree ef
India, arrives at Vicoria, B. C., tramn Yokcohama, after a pas.
tre ef 10 dsys 14 hours, beatiug aIl previoe records by twe
daye.

2th.-Narcisse Lacocque, found iîtlty et thse L'Orignal,
Onrt.. Asaizea, of eutragiug and murderlng two school girla lu
October luot, and senteuced to be hanged on June 4th...

.Opening of the Dominion Parliament, Mr. Peter White of
Renfrew eleoted speaker.

Sth.-Death 'et Dr. Joseph Letdy, the emlineat phystetan
aud naturaliat, at Philadelphia.


