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mallets and two wooden instrumients-one like an inverted bowl, the
other a square-added to the noise by hitting tirst on the one andi then on
the other. To the right sat three more who played on guitars or banjos.
Sonietimes the orchestra smoked, sometimes they drank tea. Thle men iii
the pit were constantly going into the green rooni and returning.
Evidently refreshments were to be hiad there. An attendant upon the
stage was clad in his work-a-day clothes and kept bis hat on.

Throughout the play there was no pretence at deception; everythiiîg
was done openly and ail changes were nmade in full view of the audience.
There was no drop. Thei chairs and tables were plain every day thiiigs,
but occasionally the attendant spread drapery cmblazoned witlî Chinese
work over them.

Our knowledge of the lariguage of Cathay wvas limiitod, so we liad to
imlagine what, the play wvas about fromn tbe acting. It seemed to us that a
fair daughter of the Celestials loved one wlio throughi fraud or ili-chance
was a convict, and that lier father opposed the union ; but as time went on
tliins righted theimselves, and prohablv hefore the drama was playe<l out-1. sonle days or weeks thereafter-the loving- twain becaîne a unit. The
actors werc few in number, and as is usual seldoni were more than two or
thrce on the stage at once. One was evidently a clown. Hie bad elaborate
inustachios tied arouud bis ears witli a string; patches of whlite paint
adoriied the upper part of lis cliccks and nose ;his eycbrows were very
black ; his pants wcre baggy ; bis coat xvas loose and fastened witl a beit
lus fan was extensive, and wlienever lie opened bis inouth or bis words
could strike tbe ear, the audience (we four excepted) lauglbed lieartily,
until at last we camne to laugh with theni or at themn. '[he conviut, liad
bis hiands fastened into a board iii front of Iiini. Hie and the clown liad
the floor and the car of the boeuse wvhen we entered. They talked and
thenl they sang. [n fact there was so much singing that 1 arn incliîned to
think it xvas a Chiniese opera we lhad the good luck to liear. T[he singinig
was recitative, or perhaps we sliould say, anitipional, for whienever tliere
was to be a burst of song, the attendant placcd the two chairs on their
sides, and on the legs thereof two wooden stools, and on thesc stools the
actors sat auîd sang, or screauned andi shrieked altcrnately, the orchestra
vigorously acco!npanying them with sackbnt, psaltery, and dulcimer.

In China it is against the law for a woman to act in the theatre, but, a-,
a Cliinanuan said to us, America i8se5 far froin China that in Victoria the
Celestials do as thcy like about snich mnaters. Ouie gennine womian graced
the boards the nighit of our visit, tlie other fcîuîinine parts being( takeni by
mcii. This lady was splendidly dressed in silken, attire and sang sveil-iike a
cat-aiuid the clashing and the bangiîig of the tomn-toms. 11cracting, bow-
ever,' was vcry praiseworLby. Iu one scelle she and an old warrior, evidently
lier father, liad a fearful row, and at last the old gentleman complctcly 1oýît
temper arid aL;tuaily drew is rapier on tlîe young girl ; but she iiteraily
threw dust iii bis eyes and madle lier escape ariiid the plaudits of the
breathless spectators. She xvas so ovurcoiue Ly tlîis scene or by soîîuctuiiug
cIse, that she fainted and feul to the (,round ; the attendant witlî great
promiptitudec caile forward and considerately placed a rest, uuider lier ncck,
apparently to prevent any interference with the symlîletry of bier coiff'ure.
She soon' revived, and the nianner in whiclî shc tossed lier littie feet iîuto the
air auud jurnped up was ratlier woîîdcrful. After cvcry dialogue there was
sin ging witlu music ad lib., and cvery now aîîd then the clown woulcl appear,
and addressing the audience receive their tribute of lauglîter. In course,
of tinue the old man was taken iii, and died surroundcd by friends. lie
rolled blis cyca and did bis part in a very gliastly and striking inanner.
Just as lie was about to yicld up the ghost a curtain was held before îinî,
and wben in a momient it was removcd lie liad vanished, and iii lus place
lay a hidcous dol with features as prominent as tliose given by Grip to
a certain well-known politician. The clown at once seized upon tlîis and,
hoistingy it upon lis back, capered round the stage to the amusemuent and
deliglit of tIe spectators. Whule female characters appeared, attîtudinized,
and sang, the orchestra, equal to evcry einergcncy, corutinncd its discord-
ant performance.

We are getting a littie weary of ahl this wheiî the yourig lady
again appears. She looks very sad but determined. SIc lias in lier pretty
liauds a long silken sas h whicu she twirls round and round to inake it
appear more i-opc.likc. Then she tries its strengtli by pulling it with ont-
stretched arms and with lier dainty foot. She evidently is satisficd that it
will do the deadly work, and swan-like sIc sings a song -a iast farewell to
eartb and sky, and ]and anud sea. As the unournful dirge riscs and falis
the ever-faithful attendant fastens to the chair a long pole, at the top of
which is a liook. The song being finislied, the girl springs upon the
chair, and essays to tîrow the sasî over tIe hoofr, but sIc tries and tries
in vain. At last in despair 8Ie gives up the attempt, steps downv and
favours thc audience with another farewcll song while the attendant oblig-
ingiy lowers tIe pole a foot or two. Again. the chair is mounted, and now
the silken rope catches securciy on tIc hîook; the would-be dcad lieroine
faces ontwards, kcnots tlie sash under lier chin, leans forward as mucli as
she conveniently can without iosing lier equilibrium,. closes lier eycs, lets
hier liands faîl iooscly down, quivers a moment or two as if lier gentle spirit
Was quitîng sadly its tenement of dlay, and tIen ail is over-or would le
did not the old man wliom we thouglit was dead and gone long before
rush in and with a tremendous row and bobbery pull lier dowuî. 11e
8coldIs her with a will, and sIc swoons witb regret. '[le attendant places
the stool under lier neck, restoratives are applied by the clown and others,
slie nioves, sIc rises, she begins to sing once more; and we leax-c with
8 iglis knowing that, alas, suns miglit riscn and set, moons miglit wax andj vane, ere tIe dénouement came. R. V. R.
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NAEIV YE11AR'S EVE.

ON-CE oui tie year's iast eve in nîy nîind's miglît
Sitting iii dIreains, net sad, nor quite elysian,
Bilancirig aIl 'twixt, woiclr and derision

MLýetliolubt myi body and ail tlîis world took fliglit,
And vaniisîed frein me, as a dream, outrîglit.

Leaning ont tlîns in suddeni scrange decision,
Isaw as it wcre in tlîe flashing of a vision,

Far down betwcen the tali towers of the niglît,
Borne by great winids iii awful unison,

The teemiu masses of matîkind swcep by,
Even as a glittering river with deep sonnd,

Ani iunieral)le bainer,ý, rolling on
Over tIc staîry border glooms that bound

he iast gray space iii diîn eternity.

And ail tInt strange unearthiy munltitude
Seeried parted iii vast scethîing coxupanies,
Tbat everinore wiLtb lioarsc aîîd teririble cries

And despeinte encouuitcr at unad fend
l'lnged onward, ecd iii its implacable mnood

IBox-uc down over the trauipled biazonries
Of oulier faiths aîud othcr phiantasies,

l'ach followinig f uriously, and ecdl pursued.
Se sped tluey on witlî tumnîlt vast and grihîî,

But ever mxeseenied beyoîd. tIent I could sec
Whuite mîultitndes that souglît perpctually

'Thle figure of one cu-owned and sacriticed
Andi faiit, fuir floatiiig, pale aîud dimi,

'P1ie banitier of our Lord ani Master, Christ.
U1ttva, Oul. AIICHIBALD LAMPMAN.

821 UNTE RINGS.

\Vs miay futti the soul of trade iii coîupetition, but that is the only one it
lias. Not ouuly lias it ito soul worth nuentioning; it lias no mmid, excepting
for its owuî sordid atlairs. I t lits nîo alîpreciation of opportunity, if we
icave ont quick retns ; no seise, of the itness of thuings, no respect for
dates. It stalks througlb the age, uîîreiated to any other abstraction in it,
except perhaps thue thucory of boodie, grimn anti abnormal, 'and seeking
always te put the tinies ami the scasons ont of joint for the infamous pur-
pose of Iillinig it2 pock<ets. And it lîold8 absolute and cver-increasing sway
over tItis geaerationi. Our xnorniuig papers are printed at midnigit; our
evcuîîug papers greet, tus iii tue umiddle of the day. A littie carlier period
for the ouie, and a littie later for the other, and the, morning paper will
conitaiuî tîte eveuuing ncws, ami tIc cvening paper bristie witb the very
earliest intelligence of tue niiglît before. 'fli shop windows are radiant
wutu uusius before we have discarded furs, and are trapped out in the
uîîost Aictie faslîion before people bave stopped enquiring if it's warm
enougiu for yen. 'The climate is itseif sittliciently capricions to interfere
witlî onc's faitli in alinanacs, and tIc sbops co-operate te subvert it alto-

WE don't buy current literature at, tîte bookstores any more ; we get it
witiî onr soap ; a certain percentage of thc price of our tea goes to pay
for our souls' deliglut, iii the shape of Japanese art ; we will shortly fali to
purdhasirug phiotogravures witî frying pans, and Schiubert with dessert
spoons, and hamuîîered brass "lantiques " with cooking-raisins. This is
distnrbiug to one's private scheme of the values of things, according to
which oute would natnrally expeet the cooking raisins to le thrown in with
thc anîtiques, ratdier tItan tIc antiques witb the cooking-raisins. Then we
wonder wbetiîer, after ail, the schenie could have been incorrectly drawn
up, anic the peaclubiow vase put at the wrong end of it. And if we are
able to Iay tlîis giuost of a donbt, it sets us afloat on a broad tide of scepti-
cusm re('arding t le geîeral culture tbat would pri o etint do
thuis sort of thiuug aîîd tîrive ini thc doing of it.

TALKINU of dunners, as nîost pîeople are this week, let me [cil you of an
ecclesiastical repast of whicî 1 was privileged [o partake latciy, which wil
probably be tlie novelty to uuost Ontario people that it was te me, I can-
not outrage tIc hospitality of whuich, witli a friend, I partook se generously,
by tcllung you wliere it was offered; lut fcw readers of REz WEI in
Ontario, sudh is the state of inter-Provincial acquaintance, will be unduly
cnligîtened by the inîformation that it was at an Indian mission flot more
titan twcnty utiles froli -Montreal. Vie had been iistening to the closing
uîîass of a lengthy religions observanuce, cnriousiy noting the dumb squat
attention of the rows of squaNvs, aIl weariîîg the native tête couverte, who
wcît, [brougli the prescribed fornas and motions with the rcgularity of
ciock-work and the passivity of puppets. The procession, crucifix,
acolytes, thurifer, visiting priests, celebrant, canopy-bearers and ail had
forxncd 'at the altar and paced, candies burning, incense rising, Up and
down tIc aisles and back again. The shriillvoiced Iroquois choir had made
its iast ni-msical response; and we hiad legun to think, not without appre
lieision, cf getting sout1e iîecessary refreslhinenit at [lie Indian Ilhotel " which
we donbted tltat even our shaue of tue benedicte could make altogether
palatalle. But ly a special dispcnsation this ordeal was averted, and we
found oui-selves following as lriskly as possible the fiying cassocks of Mon.
sieur le curé and his visitimig Irotîers as tliey led the way tlirough a long,
archied passage \Vitlu closets containing the raiment of office, to the presby-


