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M usic.

TORONTO VOCAL SOCIETY.
TuE first concert of the Toronto Vocal Society, which took place

in the Pavilion Music Hall on the cvening of Tuesday, the 27th tilt.,
deserves more than a mere announcement of tho event. A small but
well-trained chorus of fifty-five ladies and gentlemen, under the con-
ductorship of Mr. WV. Elliott Haslamn, sang a numbe)tr of part-songs
with a precision, finish, and beauty of effect, which would have done
infinite credit te any of the old-establishied choral organizations of the
country. It speaks well for the ability of the contuctor, that after
one season's rehearsals the chorus should have showved a commiand of
the various gradations of tone-power, such as is rarely heard except in
part-singing by professionals. The etfects obtained, while well-defined,
were perfectly legitimate aîid free froîn exaggeration. The audience
were delighted with the performance, and succeeded in forcing an encore
of Mr. Leslie's arrangement of "lScots whia hae " ; and ini fact liad thcy
been given their way, nearly every nuîîîber would have heen repeated.
The Society was assisted by Mr. Godowsky, solo pianist, whose artistic
playing hias already been noticed in these coluns, Mrs. Agnes Corlett-
Thomson, solo vocalist, and Mrs. Adainson, violinist. Mrs. Thomnson Sang
the hallatt IlJPi alone," from Bcnedict's " Lily of Killarney," with înuch
Bweetness of voice and in a charnîing and unatfrcted style. The selections
given by the chorus werc Balfe's "Vive la Roi," MNacfarren's Il Break
Break," Stewart's "l Bells of St. Michiael's," Gouniod's mnotett Il Coin( unto,
Him," Macfarren's "The 11unt's Up," Leslie's IlScots wvha hae,'" Bishop's
glee, "The Winds XVhistle Cold," Sullivan's Il Hush r[hev, my Biaby," and
Hatton's IlAIl is still."-Cl,/j

OUR LIBRARY TABLE.

KING SoLOXON'S MINES. By H. Rider Ilaggarîl. Rainlîow Series cf
Original Novels. New York :Cassell and Company, (Limnited).
Toronto: Williamnson and Company.

Thanks are due te the Messrs. (Jassell for re-publishing in se, cenvenient
a forai as their Rainbow Series a cheaper eilition cf thIs rcmarkable book.

"King Solonion's Mines " iH absorhingly ixîteresting, its pages are fllled
with thrilling adventtures ami striking situations, relieved rnost agrceably
by touches of true humour. The work, whichi we observe to be hased on an
Afghan lcgend, is so well douie tuat, uiotlhwithstandig thne appearance in it
cf a woman whio mîîist b< at least four centuries olii, we cannot yet, after
lately rcading it, divest ourselves of the belief that, tlese, woiiderful things
really happened and that the treasure-house of Solomon with its Stone
ohests fillIed with diamends and gold is actually iri existence. And this
effect we take te hoe a strong evidence of the artistic construction of the stery.

AUNT RACHEaL. A Rustic Sens4atiotial Coniody. By J. D). Christie
Murray. London an(d New York : Maciuillan anI U'ompanif.
Toronto :Willianison andl CJompaniy.

"Aunt Rachel " is a inost pleasingly told story of English country life.
The story hias a plot turning ont the mnisfortune and fortune cf two pairs cf
levers, in eachi cf whose case a certain letter was wrîtten that went astray,
in the oe case causing thc separation cf the loyers for a quarter of a
century, to he re-unitcd throughi thîe writing cf the second letter iii the
other case. This is very well developed, and the characters, witlî the
characteristics and humours cf a midland counity village, wcll drawn and
pourtrayed. The only exception perhaps is a parliamentary candidate,
who seems (le trop ; but even ho lias his use in brin ging out the fine char-
acter of Ruth, the second lieroine. The story is admirable, and we hope
to ineet Mr. Murray again.

CALIFORNIA, from the conquest in 1846 te tlîe second Vigilance Conimlitte
in San Francisco. A stiidy of Aniierican Cliaracter. By Josiahi
Royce (Amierican C'onionwealths: edited by Horace E, Scadder.)
Boston and New York: ;Houghton, Mtifflin, and Company. Toronto:
Williainson andl Comnpany.

This is one cf a series cf works wlîerein Californjît is reached. T'he
history cf that State is told by Prof. Josiali ttoycc cf Hiarvard. It is a
stout volume and shows evidence cf nîuch patient researchi by the writer.
lis description cf the gold-seckers in 1848-49, tlîeir life, arîd tlîe strugglcs
made by the better sort arnong themi te maintain public order, lirc graphic
and very instructive reading. The work is mnainly a Iîistory cf California
for the period 1846-56, during wbich the United States obtained centrol
cf the Territory ; and wc should say it is as guetl a higtory cf tlîat period
as exists. Prof. Royce hias evidently read very widcly ; and his bock is
well written.

SPLINTERS ; OR. A GRIST 0P GIOGLEs. Toronto : Oarswell and Comnpany.
in this volume we have an extensive collection cf the best, wve think, h

cf the humorous stories that travel in the newspapers from end te end of e
this continent. The selectien is a very goo'l one, and may raise many a

hearty laugh or afford a wholesome diversion frein more serieus employ. r
rnent for an odct half heur or se.

We have received aise the following publications:
liPriNcorr's MAGAZINE. May. Philadeiphia: J. B. Lippincott arnd Conmpany.
OUTING. May. New York: 140 Nassau Street.
MAGAZINE 0F ABIPRIcAN HISTORY. MAY. NOW York: 30 Lafayette Place.
MAN. Marcb. Ottawa.
PANSY. May. Boston: 1). Lothrop and Comnpany.
LITrELL's LîvINc. ACHE. May 1. Boston: Litteli and Company.
NORTH AmEtRicAN RI?viw. May. New York: 30 Lafayette Place.
('ENTURYi. May. New York: Century C'ompany.
CANADIAN METiODIrST MAGAZINE. May. Toronto : Williamn Briggs.
BOOK BIJYR. May. New York: Cliarles Scrilînier's, SonsF.
ANDOVER RtRvi.w. May. Boston: Hotughton, Mifflin aîid ('aropany.
ENGLISir ILLUSTRATRI)r MAGAZ/INE. May. New York :Macmillan and Comipany.

LITIERARY GOSSIP.

MNit. le. A. AiiîEv retuirlie. ta leurope an Wednesday week. having rua-it arr iIe
monts to continue bis coîineCtioîî witiî Memsrs. Ilarper and Brothers. ?0r .F. 1) Millet
was Mr. Aihey's coinpanion; lie avili spend the surinmer anîl faîl iii Euîglaud.

IT ig not Generally knowiî that Thomias Stevens is inaking ]lis woniderfnîl bicycle ride
around the globe as special correspondent of Ouîfinp. lie requests lus friends to send ail]
lotters ouitil furtlier notice to Delhii, Iniiia. Ife will prob.ably go fruîmn Lucre t,, Calcutta.

A NErW elitiari of Octave Fenilletsm rovel '' Aliette " (La Morte) will be isslied duririg
tue present week by Messrs. 1). Appîletonî andi Comcpany. It will be recallel tliat go great
was thîe pojeîlarity of tlic work uiioii iLs apuicaralice in P'ais tliat iL paqse irîto iLs fiftieth
editioii witbin two weeks of iLs publication.

AN Irîiglish eilition of " Mdassacres of tlîe lioiitains4," p~iulisbeuil ly the i [arpera in
the IToiiteci States, wilI lie brotiglt out in Lonlon lîy Messrs. Sampsoîi L oa andu Comnîafy
next week. Twuî Llier of the Harpere' recent busikm-nauîely, Mr. Hamî's " Maiîîal Train-
ing " an<l Mrs. (4rogrry Sniitii'm noveI, '' ALla," -hlave alan been publisieu in Eigland.

Niisit,4. ROBIERT.; .11104. are abîout ta issIue anl Auierican e) hLm,, of Lord R,,nald
Go'cwer's '' The Last l)ays uof Marie Anîtoinette," andl aIe, a niew voîlumei of Jialzae'm nunvels.
Anl iriteresting aiîno,îîîcoert lîy the saie tirrîî is a story erîtitlod ', '4Golden Meuiocrity,''
by leîgenie i ariiertori, wifu of l'lil i1 Gilliert I ainertir, tue Englial airtlior.

THi uccemé; of Mr. Walter Pater's book, ''Marciis tue 1Eîd)ctîrearî," lias apjiarentiy
enconraged liin to tindertake anotlier wvurk sonicwhîat iii the saie fieldl of literature. I-is;
riew volume will bc a romance, the Liiîîe af actioni lîcing Lhe ai x LenrtI century. True sicene
is lidi in Franice. 'l'he pîîhlisierg will li e cssrs. ?,laciniilan andl Comîpauny.

Miîss RitoiÂ 13itoutiuT0N's noveI, whiî-l wias anî,îauîuîed ta aluuear moine tiine ago iii
Eîîgland, aiid al4n an American editiaiiiiîrîer tue tiLle, '' l'eggy aiîd L'rîîe," lias limen with-
lielul, and it will nuit now be I)iilljuhc hefore the fail sean. 1Tuon tire auivice of the
ii)il]isiers, Misis Brouîgltori lias cluargeil the titie ta '' iDr. 'pi'wiih coumes î'eriiousiy
ricar Lue tiLle of the late Prufossur Sîvift'm Atiîry, " Cnpid, M. 1)."

SoNiz irîteresting sketchesq of fainous woicî have ])oeil writterî by Sarah K. Bolton,
whici will ho put inta a boo<k and pîîblimiied by ilessrs. T. Y. Crowcll aril( Company, of
New York, with the titie, II (Girls wlîu, lecame Farnoiis. " Tliere ili be in ail twerîty
sketches; of coebrities, aing wiîom arc Lady liratisey, Jean Ingelow, flaruniesa P,îrdett.
('onttai, Florence Nighitingale, Miss Alcott, and Mrs. Stuiwe.

AN anonymous nuîvi is arîroiinceti lw Messrs. Charles Scriiiier's Sous. Its naine,
"Face ta FaCee," gives tue hit tiîat it will totjeli tu uctursflbui ru aia.The

arîthor is saiui to ha ail oxîurierîceil writer. The Si-rilrr ]lave scîred ail tue books
written by Mrs. Franceq 1 fogo Btiriitt, aîîd wiil luegin at ncie tue ubilication of a
îiriforrii library eulitio, of bier woi-ks, begirrring avith ' 'lhiat 1,ass ' Lawric's '' and "'A Pair
Barluariian."

thiiuuigh rev ision lîy tue aiitîuuu mirie its piublicationi iri serial forirî. There are few men
arnurg modbern writer4 riviî uevuite se uiiiiocb tirue and caro ta tue readirîg arîd re-reaiig of
their pruiofs as does 'Mr. Hfardy. " The Mayor of Castorbridge " bas net oily beeri revised
lut a part af the pilot lias l'en ai tered. 'lue book wili Ill îiiibisiied l'y Messrs. Henry

lt and Comopany in thicir Lciauîr fleur series witlîin tue hresent înonîti. The saine
firm are preparirig Mnq. Adelaide Sargent'si new navel, "No Saint."

WVnrEN Dr. l{1llaOii wsrote bis story, II Nicliolas Minituirni," wlîich was publisueil smiel
ten years aga iii .eribelicu'a Montlily, lie was taken te tasic by newspaper critica for describ).
ing a steariialip ulîsastu'r wiiicii, it was saii, waa as ridiciaus as it wias imnprobable. It
may interest tiiese enieis to know tit tii) report if tue wreck of the Oregon anti the
scelies describeil iri " Nieholas Minturn ' are wonuierftilly, alrinost identicaily, alike. If
'«Niehuilas Mintuirn " liad beeri written ton years after, iristeal of teri ycars before, this
cliapter, it w<iild certairîly bave liecr said it carîtaitied anl accouint ,îf tue lass of the Oreqou.

Dit. OIViER WVXNrcRt.i, h14R.4, Whoa wiii sail far Europe on Apriil 22 on the Caf ga/etj,
aecoriianied iîy lii niirrieui dauigliter, Mrm. Sargent, says iii a recerît letter : ', My vigit
wili be of sea-erai montha'd dîration, the greater pourtioun of whlicii 1 shall sîîerd in englaiu,
witiî a part of tue tinie on the Continent. 1 have fia literary projecti; to ucciipy rue dnîring
the visit. I go for imphressions, nlot for expri-essin. I wisiî ta sec pîlaces andl perlians-
pîlaces I. have noL seen for more tiîan fifty ycars, 1hersoins few of wbani I ever mat on tue
otiier side of tue acean, for the generation I left in 183-5 is aliiiost goiie. Ail cuir plans are
sorniewhat rîncertain, auid will bc iietermnd iîy varions cireuîruîtaliees.4"

IN the new nuîmier of etlîe Book Buera ratlier fiatteririg portrait of Mr. Brandar
Mattbews is given as the frontispiece. Mr. Mattiiews hu'gan ta write liefare lie was ont af
college, and lias foilowed Lue profession ai auitiiarsiip witiî reiiiarkabie dliigenîce ever
mince. He bans a systein cf keepiiîg facts, notes, 4ininîueiiioirarîda of iiiterestiig incidlents, in
pasteboard envelopes witlî a regîîiarity wlîiîi w0iîld ]lave ileligliteil Ch'les Rleade, and
Most oi hic atonies have been develojîed frorii tiiese clippings arîd notes. Invariabiy, Mr.
!uattbews tells bis storiu'a to severai frieridq lefore finaily coimittiiig tlîeuî to îînt, and
nl this way maiiy important changes and improveneuts have i)een suiggestetl to blî.

A " SLIGT uinpieasarîtnesm " iietwveer the English lîouîses cf Routteilge and Cassel1as arisan, wbich wili reînind Arnericaui readers of a l))ng-f))ugbt strife between two great
ouses on this aide of tue ocean. The trouille betaveeri Messrs. IRoutledgc and C'assel
as grown ont cf a dispute ovar the services of Mr. H{enry Morley. Mr. Morley hall been
ngaged by the Roîiitled,-es to edit their ''iJni'ers%î Liiîrary," i)ut a tempting offer from
hie Casselîs indîîced him to accept the editorsbip cf tbe " National Libnary," which acon
ontaineil still cheapar editions of bocks in the "U 1niversal Library." Meuers. Routledg0etaliutcd by bterting the 'Wonld's Library, aîîd ncw Mr. Morley is 8pendiuîg a large
a c liib ht-ibii in tryin g t) iake plicue between the firme.
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