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AG1RARJAN Su( 1 IALIS3I ANVD PEASAINl 1>BOPRIETUR-

IN respect te the Land Question, tue cases cf rreand anti Eîiglaniu arc
poculiar, and can afFerd no groîîîîi for general conclusions coi thîe subJect
of property in land. Irelaîid lias, in tic' tirsît îilaa'a, snIu'a'redt froîîî the
zla)seliteo(isis Of laîidloî'ds, %vliicli, if i ts ecoiioiîical 'tl'ocîs have b(lirî oer-
rated, lias social ly bce'n the harle 0f tIi, coîmi îtîy ; aîsa , i n tiie scond ipl ace',
frei tise abuorînal raising cf renîts by the desperate coiiip'itili for land
among an overcrowded populationî. Jreiaiia anil England alike have
suffercd front the retention cf fî'udai iaws anti custoiîs rtsspectimigswicces-
sien te moUl estato, whicli have' h'a to thea uîîtue' aggregatieii of laîid iii the
hantîs of a fa'Nv great owîiers, amuu wlîici the Gracciîus cf tue Irish Lansd
.A.ct lias strangeiy onough l uiowa'd to reila'îtiii iii existenice lîy tue side cf iîis
agrarian legîsiation. Wei hava' îsetig iin tiis conîîtry aliswvîriiig te tiîîse
grievanca's, amui as tue Torra'is sv'steiii lu mii course' cf adoptioni aîîîcng uis,
we shahl seen have îsotiim aiîsweýriii- te thae cuiiiilns and1 expîisive coii-
veyancimg wliicii iii the' Mctc'm Counîtry is pract iaally aIliiiosit as great. a liar
te the divisions of estati's aima tic' existenice cf sial i prep('i'ti(s as piîllogeii
turc and eîîtaii. WVa have a iiuliieraîns laicled procii'tary, anîd te tiis,
conî1bined witlî etier causes, we ewe it timat Olirs is i muw titi ceîiserai'ttivî'
aide cf the Atlantic. Yet the asies cf timo Britisît eruptionl have biaîi
wafted over te us ; and agraî'ianl faiscia's ar('h'immiî te take imold of seille
mids wliiclî have beeîi prepara'd for theair ra'ceptiemî by imîîporfea educa-
tien and imîdîstrial discontmit. A corresponstenmt of cite of our ii'aliîig
jeumnals tic ther day ceiiiîuained that lie ivas payiîî a elgie et ui

lie ceuid afferri for lus lieuse, wiîiclî ivas niear Toroîste, as ug'th te
expediency cf iegislation wiiicil would coîmpai iaisdiords te mrlîîee their
monts. It did net cccuî' te iiîni that lie imiglit tioke a lieuse it a lower
ment in a less expe'isive situationi ; isor tuid lit'e''i te bave' aska'd Iiîimîseif
whelher tue lanialord %vats r'ceiviisg mocre titan a fair initerest on tue nimoney
which he biad laid ent, or, if hoýgiilativi', spoliation cf landiords coînecd,
what wouid be the effect upomi the' ilvesinient of Caîpital iii hoîîses, and a
consequcntly upon our lieuse accommîodiation.

The land is tue twtlliimgplaca cf tuhe nationi, anti cf course nobody eais ho
allied te spoil it. But it is iillictitt te se>' wîîaî ta'îîîptîtioms te speil il any
lioider cf meal estate cals have'. Utie(r tht' Britisht SYstemît tee 'incit land
bas periaps been deveteti te parks and pleasure grounid., tlîoulglî, as beauty
and salubrity are vainable te that iiuabitants cf a ceumîîry geiîerahhy, it is
doubtful wbetber b)y airiviisg the pueugli over a'very park it Eiighand,
as Mr. Laboucisera', Mr. Josephî Arcli, aîîd Mr. Bradlaugh propose, tîîe
bappiness cf lthe nation wculd li ucis increascd, Ociei'wise properîy in
land stands upon exactly lthe sainse footing as property of any cther kind.
Equahiy witiî preperty cf any otiter kind, it bas in its faveur tbe testinsony, c
at once indepentient anti unaninseus, of civiiized natios, ail of wbich t
have adopted, and the macro definitiveiy lthe f urtiter they advanced in clviii-
zatien, the system cf private ownersbip in preference te tnit cemmon
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ownership which prevailoed amnig prînieval men, and cf whichi traces Stil
lingyer in hiaif-barliarouis eiiiliiiii Uit Les such as Rivsia, Liîdia, anid Afghanis-
tani. Equaliy witiî property cf any othier kinil, it is iilispensable as a
moCtive te produiction, \vhieh îvould ceaso if tlic husbanidnian wero nlot
al1owved to reap where lie iiad sewn, aind if private capital coulil never be
invested in the( improvelnelît of the lanid. 'i'iat they are in danger of
destroying the miotive powver cf production,aiths rdcngf ie
instead of felic.ity, does net scei te enter the minds of the Agrarian
socialists. Yet they hlave had a iînlu lessolt on, tîjis sulb'jeet. France
at the tiîno of the Revelution was tiîrowii irito the biandls cf mon who were
the moral comnterparts cf Clio Ceîcniiuiiistic Agitators anti Labour Deina-
goguets of the praeet day. Tiiese nen wrcuglît their perfect will ; they
îiestreyed, Iby fisîcal rapine amind tpii confiscatiens, the security of ail
preperty ; ani the restilt was that the fariner rofused te tili the sou, pro-
dI ction ci'ased, there en.sued a national faminle cf wvlicli niffîtitudes (lied,
ani at lasît the nation ini desýpair sogIly an overwhelîingi vote, tule
restoratien ef order ani property at the liansi of a îmîiitary despot.

Land, ive are told by tlie Agrariani Coii liunists, oughit net te be appre-
priated, becauso it is the gift, cf Providence te tli4) people, net the preiluct
cf individual la beur. Precisely the saile ');n'YI' sa1id cf the raw mnaterials
anti the maturai forces wiîicl eniter iîito aîiy ethier preitimi. Stone, woel,
wvater poweîr, or the power cf steain, ane ail as muiu the gifts cf Providen1ce

as the sou, ner is the labeur wviili works tlîemî intc Uic biouse, tChe bale cf
cloth, or tue engiiie, miore ind(iviainal than tCiat wlîicii is epmedin tic
cuitivation cf land. [nvestîiielît ini 1:11ui lias beeni recegilizeil antd is
gnaranteed lîy theo law cf every civilize"j State Jest as elnphaticaliy ns
iiivestimnent iii geasor steaksi. ii~et, wliiclî Agrarianisin depiets as seule-
thilig portcntously cri lii 1i, i s n etlîii n more tiiait tiie lire cf lanid, or ratmor
cf the resulIts cf tice l abour an d capital 1 y w hicli Clic land las beon recîani eîd
anti mîade fru itf iii ; lier is tliere aitiytltiig miore invidieus ini takiîig relit for
thie fariii wvlicli a iian or bis fatmer lias tilled titan in taicing, iire for the
simip wiuicli lic lias biit, or for tlio ]terse wvlicli lie lias bred. Rapinie once
lot icose cailitot ho arreste'd t lit th Iii cf landed prcperty ; il wviil go on-
proof lias already hin gi veit tîmat il is actually geing on-froîî land te
lises bnilt upoîi landa; lier is there aîîy logical iiit, te its progress. The
owmîer cf goods(I or cf stocks îîeed let, tiik tChat Iiy throwingl tlio land-
cwiier s lhead( te Social isîili' vu wil Save lus owii. Of Chao wealtiî of the coini-
ilîuilîîy thle lailkl is traceable te the produats cf iand, wliicli mîust fail untier
the Saie law ais the lad iLtaelf. Nor wvould tlie portion cf land te wbiclî,
accoraliîg te the A-rarîteis, every cuiltl horni lite tue world is entitlcdl be
tof the siuigli test tise wîhtlit Lime cappital and t cols îiecessary for cultivation.
M lr. Ch'iaîmberlaini, vlio, beii liiiîiii-f thet owiier of a great conmmercial
fortunle, cuiti vat"ýs popu tri uy lîy iiit,-itiliig te tha' pi umier cf landownoers, is
fraîiilv warnied Iby 8-lcialists Chti h liiiust net expect te presorvo bis own
lieusa' frein lasotilig, Iy sutiîig tii' mnol cf, ecoiioiiîicai freelsooters against
tihe bouase cf i iieigiibotur. ilis o\vn weaiUî. is ji t as obnoxious aîîd
criîîîiîtai in the eyes cf MIr. I [yiidiiamîi as tihat cf tue nman of acres. If
ianicd îaroperty is distribîitted unequ îlly, anîd net iu just proportion te
iidustry, it boere ag-1an1 hnly breýs Cia' generaI tlofect anti reproacit. The
social orgaitisii i like tiie erganis îîî cf the baody, liko evervtuing that we se
in the uluiverse, is fuîll cf iîîefcin or wviat appear imnperfectionis te us
whc are ignoranit cf the granid desigît. Whlin the eyo -swops over jlng
reaciies of lthe streain cf titue, iîîproveinent is discernibie iii tIse distribu-
tiîil cf wealth ai ini otler respet'ts ; it is clearly discernibie is the passage
of teo race froin the 01(l to the Na'w\ World ; anda its paco, as the statistics
of wages anti cf ownersiip clearly shIow, lias bceii greatiy accelerated of
ate years. But the social cranaisin catiltot, aîîy more tlîan tie bodily
organisin, be suddenly tranisforiia'tl, thmougli it mnay be tomn and tortuî'et by
îocialistic violenîce. Sucli is the moral cf violent revolutions, by wbich
loe i ave suifrred more that tCiose in wlicse interest theiy wcro made.
Xîiy convulsioni wvlii tisergantiiz 's traîle miust be felt wvith tise greatest
everity by tiiose si'lo th'pend on daily %vages for their bread.

The cry in Englaad isi now for creating by main force a body of peasant
reprietors. The sciteme woultl deserve ratiier more serious attention if it

vere propounîlet by tlisintcrestcti econemists and net, by demagogues in
1uost cf tise peasaîîts' vote. It is cliius tîmat it can confer wlîat is imagined
ûe ho the speciai bliss cf landowniiig only on a very limited number of
people ; net eveii -Mr. Jesse Colliigs would propose te take the factory
pcrative froma the loom and the mariner from the slîip and te turn thomn


