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CURRENT
COMMENT

important  Catholic
of the week 1s the announce-
ment, made by the “Tablet's Romne
Lorrespondent, that Pius X. intends
to revive the ancient Junctions
t}}ﬁ Primates.  Since the Reforma-
Tl(m’. which denicd the ceniral au-
th()rlty of  Christendom. it was
only right and proper that a pro-
tess of centralivation should have
gone steadilv onward to counter-
4t the fundamental error of Pro-
lestantism,  Thus. powers which,
beior the  Reformation, devolved
on local coclesiastival anthorities
ave been graduallv wranslerred to
the Romun Congrerations, and, as
ar

The
Newg

mMosty

of

as  Hnglish-speaking  countries
are  concerned,  all the
Work Thas fallen upon Propaganda.
B“t of late vears, with the expan-
3}()11 ol the Catholic Churceh in non-
vﬂt.h()]ic countries, especially in the
Mted States,  coclesiastical difli-
“lties referred to Rome have mul-
Uplicq «, ereatly that there has re-
Sulted »
“.'h.ich unduly retards necessary de-
“ﬁ“ms. To cope effectually with
th}S congestion, the PPius N has in
Mind ., restore the real authority
of the Primates. For centuries this

increased

congestion ol husiness,

ttle :

e has heen merelv honorary and
Istorical,  except in the case ol
Tan, - the  Archbishop-primate of

Which haes still the right ol receiv-

g appeals from ol the  other
N r“}‘bi.\hups in Hungarv., Accord-
Mg to the Holv Father's plan.

e“_t}l country will Tave its Primate,
With ¢xtended powers and  jurisdic
1’(_“1 the country.  and
With authority 1o settde many ol
¢ disputed questions which are
TOW Sent to Rome. O Ircland's
Yo Primates, one of them. probaly-
ricthk‘ }rrhhiﬂmp o Armagh, will
CIve full primatial  powers, the
Tehdioeese Westminister  will
280 Become the cenire of primatial
Jllﬂﬁ(licﬁum so will Svdney in Aus-
‘1';\11“‘ Baltimore in the United
Plates, nd Onebec in Canada.

Over whole

()"

"\]Ulwng‘h the Tablet corvespoud
:)’fl( sa_\':s 1}01hi11g «'I]H')T(TA t]?@ l‘x;‘\rl\';-ll
_archicpiscopal jurisdiction, this
(\tl\l.l no (lmﬂ)l‘ fullow as a i()fg{i.czll
Clopment of this  decentralizing
TO"L‘- In the middle ages  the
‘(ii“t}.lbishop-s possrsxvfl ample juris-
on over their sufiragans, whom
OV could jndge as a tribumal of
but  the Coundil of
transferred this jurisdiction
the Holv  See. At present  an
“ﬁi(;-}il,bliSh.()l.) cannot even make ;1‘11
(i()ocd- Visitation of any suffragan’s
pr”\v{\k‘ﬁ\\‘uh(nm : nr(lorl from the
"i})lcm“ﬂ council.  But it prow-
Copal t}‘flt lhcm"c-fn.rth the archiepis
OPer, .dlgmty }\'111 menw'murc
pax{%““ than it has heen in the
Iree centuries.
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an
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adical change in the govern-
Mept of K S

' vent the Chureh contirms what
Ao . ured to forecast some weeks
Dﬁndm; .tn the present Pu])eS inde-
(‘“rtai‘(e ‘()f (-h;’;rm'wﬂr. Replving to
aps I: (utlmh’c writers \\‘h()——.])urf‘

2 Pleanse Pins X, gave no signs
towards their favoriwe
, ol thought—prophesicd that
Ontificate  would he  one of:
PTogress along the lines laid
by Teo XII1., we expressed a
trimlly opposite opinion, bas-
"'”(()l?n:-iha? Was ahjeud_\' knnwn‘ ol
¢fore . ﬁal'lns. life and action
cende(‘l ‘;llld 1\)11v1'nc(]1;1tc1y after he as-
he Tab] ‘1:‘ Papal throne. ‘ And now
the in[(,(m:(;r.rcspl)Ildcut mtmdmes1
Darteq t(:) ‘;1)}1 gl}\ e,nu,ab(«),wl-dl?(l
0 has 1, { im by ta Carc ina
S for |k e b'udmlrahlc.()})p()rtum-
Toly Fqﬂ“()\‘\‘mg‘ the 'mmd_ of the
Mark. :“r]l('r th_h‘ this wmg}_l'nt_\' res
i ) ¢ Pontificate of Pius N.
Ned to he the most striking
he Reformation, "
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n()tm @ Papal anecdote that
¥et become public proper-

N thic
this bart of the world, In

|

feause those

the carlier stages o the Condave
Cardinal  Lecot, ol Jordeaux,
hearing Cardinal Sarto mentioned

as o possible candidate. called  on
hitn in his ooll and addressed him
in French, Cardinal Sarto, smiling

rephivd in Latin: Non satis intelligo
Gallicam,” (I do not

Huguam

suflicient]yv understand Frenchoy The
Freneh  Cardinal, horrified, ® o
clutmed: OQui nonintelhein dins
cuam Gallicam, non potest esse
Pontifex.” e who dovs not un-
derstand French cannot he Popey.

Thanks be to God;

Sarto’s

SDeo eratias!”
Cardinal

was SPONTATIC S
replv, to the great amusenwent ot
the byvsoauders.

The Rome correspondent of lLa

Semaine Monireal”
eives some edifving details of an
importane event in Cardinal Merry
del Val's carcer. When Leo XTI
named hitn President the Aea-
demy ol Noble Kcclesiastios, thus
opening ont to him what is techni-
callv called o pretatic career, Myr.
Merry del Val accepted this post
unwillinglv.,  He would have pre-
ferred to be free to follow the
spirations o his Jwart tevding to-
wards the religious life. But the
Pope was speaking, s will was
Divine will,

Religicuse  de

of

n-

the expression of the
The prelaw
oniv his vouth and Ins litde pre-

consented, objecting

paration  for this  presidency. s
the Pope  addel  that he would
name him Archbishop, Mygr. Merry

del Val begeed him not to do so.
S aceept the Presidency hecause it
is 2 burden: but vour Holiness will.

[ trust,  allow e to reluse the
Archiepiscopal dignity beeause 1t s
ap honor. Leo NI did not an-
swer. o Bt A dew dvs Taters

sent Jor the Spanish Mdmbassador,
Mr. Merry del Vall the prelate’s
father. When he was ushered into
the Pope’s presence, the Ambassa-
dor noticed an unusually severe ex-
pression on his face. and wondered
what  he  could have done to dis-
please the Holy Father. when the
Lrtter sadd to him seriously: “Your
Ioxeelleney, T osent for you hevause
I am displeased with vour son who

refuses to exceute my orders.” The

Ambassador. hearing this unexpect-

od reprool, answered that he could
net imagine in what his son could
have disoheved  Ilis  Iloliness it
must lave been unwittinglv, for he
could assure the olv Father that
he had o more devoted adherent to
his sacred person than his son. Leo
NI1IT. seeing the Ambassador's con-
fusion, changed his tone. and, with
radiant  smile, replied: Do not
be  troubled, vour Ixcelienev: 1
want to make vonr son an Arch-
hishop and his modesty impels him
to refuse that honor. 1 count
vour anthority  to make him
cept.” O course, Mr. Merry del
Vil promised to do so. although it
assuredly was o sweet consolation
for hix :f;ll‘llrtﬂ‘.;l_\' heart to see that
his «on refused, not indeed to labor
Churcti, but to e honored

This fact brings oat the

ol

on

S

for the
by her’
utter unscltishness of the new Papal
Seeretary of State. A man of that
stamp is not self-centred, he does
not seek applamse, neither does he
jnsist that all salutary neasures
should be initiated by him. He 18
willing  to weleome  all carnest
fellow laborers in the Lord's vine-

vard. e will not, as too many

[ so-called good men do, put spokes
Jin the wheels

of

wheels

others, just be-
are not

OwWn,

Apart  from the  comparative
vouth of the nominee—which, for
any one that knows him, is merely
a matter ol vears, not wisdom, for
he has all the maturity of old age—
there are many extraordinary fea-
tures in this appointment. In the
first place Cardinal Merry del Val,
ecclesiastically trained  an
Rome, an Italian, and  al
his predecessors in the Secretary-
ship were Ttalians. T'hen again, he
is the only  Papal Seeretary  of

albeit

is not

their

"through the means of a New Testa-

State  who knows the Fnglish-
speaking world thorouchlv. More-
he is the onlv one
familior with  Conadion interests,
Ouebee, Montreal, Ottawan,
our Winsipey

cities with the leading Citdvens

over, who s
and oes

pecially owil At
(8]}
which heowho has o most retentive
memory, has o anore than super-
froiad weguaintance., Finallv,
shonld not by that tie

very Cardinads who radsed Gluseppe

toryotien

Sarto to the Sce of Peter, also. ol
their  own accord, i thelir  hirst
tneeting. chose Raphacel Merry ddeld

Vial as Scecrecary ol the Condave
and pro-Seeretury ol State.

The lour or hive davs Archbishop
Bruchest ' areat
delight to his many triends. They
remember his urmiin‘;r here for the
conseeration of Archbishop Lange
vin in March, 18950 He was then o
Canon the Montreal Cathedral,
and it was his Archbishop (Fabre)

spent here were

Ot

that conseerated  Mgr, Langevin,
Canon Bruchesi's  classmate. The

two college chums were almost ex-
actlyv of the same age. The possi-
bilities of the future were even thep
looming ap. Two vears later, olter
Archbishop Fabre's death and dur-

ing Mgr.  Merry del Val's  visit,
Paul Bruchesi was raised to that
Archieposcopal chair wo which his

virtue and varied talents had long

sinee destined him. Mgr. Langevin
was  there  to return the compli-
nrent  and  witness his preferment.

In the six vears that have clapsed
that time IHis Grace ol Mon-
his name large on
mportant  measures
and intellectual -
3 metro-
1 bon

since
treal
nny
for the
provement ol the Can

has writ
most

moral
an
polis. hix hirthplaee and the
of his familv. o When he comes here
he rightlv hailed in religions
communuities as their Father, {or is

he not the immediate Superior  of

is

those many  Mother ITouses that
centre  in Montreal,  such  as the
Grev Nuns,  the Sisters ol Jesus
and Mary,  the Sisters of Merey ?

Then, bhe finds here o large number

ot priests either helonring original-
Iv to that nursery ol priests. Ville

AMaric.  or ordained Gy himsell.
‘Evervwhere  he mects with dear
{riecnds and ardent admirers,  and
none  more so  than Adelard, his

brother Archhishop.

Among the many plausible ex-
planations of the pscudo-Malachian

ardens™

motto  Tenis (burning
fire; attached to the present Pope,
a4 distinguished visitor  suggests

that it mayv refer to the fact that
Pius XN. is the first Pope  hat
«mokes. That he does. seems to he
generally admitted. Whenee one
mav inter that the bhurning of this
Nicotian incense is no har to holi-
s .

T~ Grave the Archbishop ol St
Boniface introduces  #he  Holy
Father's encvelical ina short bhut
pithv circular. He styvles the Papal
document  a of charity,
peace and hope. He calls atrention
especially to the fact that Pius X,
attributes the contemporary decay
of faith., not to the progress of
sciepee. bu. to sheer ignoraunce,
atd that the Pope insists on re-
ligions instruction as the principal
Wiy to Clrestore all  things  in
Christ.”

Message

There is much nnconscious humor
in the fact chronicled by the Tele-
gram last Wednesday, that a cer-
tain venerable dame, lately deceas-
ed, the mother and grand mother
of seven Protestant ministers, was
born ‘o Roman Catholic, and be-

camme a member ol the Church of
England, over fifty —vears ago,

ment which was given 1o her hus-
band when he was a child,” and
that “this New Testament, a valued
heirloom, is now in the poussession™
of one of her sons, rector of a
church in this citv. That New Tes-
tament must be a curiositv, if it |

i

~than

estranged  her from the  Catholic
Charchi. Perbiaps i the  valued
herrloom were examined, 1t would
be found to he ndicionsly expurgat-
cdof inconvenient texts, such as
“Thou art Peter, ete.”’ Whose sins
vou shall jorgive, cte.” This is my
body. this is myv  blood,” ~The
Clmrcehe the pillar and ground of
truth.” < Hail, thou that art high-

v favored, the Lord is with thee,
art thou amonyg women,”
said, Ay doth
magnify the Lord . for, behold,
irom  heacclorth all  generations
shall call me blessed,” < Faith, if it

blessed

“And AMary soul

hath not works,  is dead, Deing
alone,” “Our beloved brother Paul
An o all his o epistles n

which are some things hard to he
understood,  which they that are
unlearncd and unstable wrest, as
they do also the other seriptures,
unto their own destruction.”

Mr. Preuss’s “Review” very pro-
perlv scores that pretentious Catho-
lic magazine, “Men and Women,”
ol Cincinnati, for praising Parkman
as il he  were conscientious and
truthiul, Francis Parkman, as Mr.
Idouard Richard proves conclusive-
lvin his two voluines on “‘Acadia,”
is most skilful and  systematic
distorter of history.  He
more  dangerous.  because  more
plausible and less easy to detect,
Froude.

<t

Persons and Facts

Dr. Mecklenburg, the eye special-

Ist. ol 207 Portage Avenue, is a
graduate ol the University ot Mun-
Lho Bavaria, s many testimoni-

als trom prominent public and pro-
fesstonal men in Canada and the
United States are really worth ex-

amining. I uses the “shadow test
svstem,” which enables him to sec
the interior ol  the eve, thereby

avoiding mistakes.

Mr. . A Wise, the
has moved into his new place at
the entrance of the McIntyre Block,

“41g Main Street. It is a pleasure
to see how  tastily  all his drugs,

periumes, ete., are arranged.

“The Universe, of Tondon (Kwr.),
November 14, announces that Mrs.
Dowie, wife of the “Prophet,” and
Dr. J. A. Gladstone Dowie, son of
the same, were badly received by a
very  small audience in Caxton
Hall

A cablegram  from Marseilles,
dated November 21, savs thal the
expulsion of the Fathers iromn the
Oblate Convent on Calvaire, was
achieved that dav hy the police in
spite o strong passive resistance
on the part of  the lathers. The
police were compelled to demolish
the doors of the Convent, enter the
Chapel and and then
break down barriers which liad heen
erected  belore the cells and drag
out the occupants. A large crowd
witnessed the expulsion, but no in-
terference with the police at-
tempted.

sanctuary

was

By the oflicial report of the 1,a-
bor Bureau of the United States,

‘we glean the lollowing statistics
of divorce in different countries:

’ 1886.
France . 6,245
 Germany 6,161
Austria 1,718
Russia 1,789
Ttaly B e 1o
Great Britain and Treland... 508
Holland o . azr
Sweden .. .. .. . . 29

Canada
United States

25.535

When  Tord Northeote recently
vacated the governorship of Bom-

'hay to become Governor-gencral of

the Bombay post was

Australia,

Joffered to Sir Anthony McDonnell.
;but he very naturally

declined to
give up his present post in Ireland,

is even'!

druggist, -

Licutenant ' L Sherndan, ¢ the
Fiith Cavalry, o son of the famous
Civil arvived at
San Frasneisco jrone 1 - Philippines.

aiter o vear's campaigiing,

War general, i

Revo Father Wilpert,
vov recently presented to

Papal en-
famperor

Willtim ol Germany the Pope's
present of an dllustrated book of
Roman art.

ITis Grace Archbishop Bruciesi
dined with Hon.o Judge Prodliom-
me last Sawurday evening. They
were college friends at the Montreal

College. By o curious coincidence

Last Sawarday was Judee Prud’-
homme's  futicth birthday; he has
beert on the bhench ninceteen vears.

Archbishop Bruchesi is (wo vears
his junior. ,

The Archbishops of St Bonitace
and AMontreal spent Monday even-
ing at the Hon. Judge Dubuc’s, in
Hargrave street.

Mr. Charles  Kelly, tireman, of
173 Maple street, has lost a valu-
able volume entitled =The Faith
that Never Dies.”” It dropped out
of a large parcel somewhere in the
north end of the city. The book, il
found, should be brought to the
tothee of the Northwest Review.

Winter is here for pgood. The
mercury  once  touched 25 helow
zero this week, Sleighing is pretty
fair.

Clerical News.

D,
a

B F. De
iz anguiished

Rome, Nov. 11
Costa formerlhy
Fpiscopal minister ol New York,
who came to last January
with Mgr. Kennedy, rector ol the
American College to study jor the
priesthood, has been obliged 1o go
to Fiesole, near Florence, hecause
ol the bad condition of his health.

Dr. De Costa has become so seri-
ously il that it has heen decided
to hasten his ordination, Ie will
be made subdeacon Nov. 13, a
deacon Nov. 22 and o priest Nowy.

29.

Rome

o

Rev,  PFather  Rutten, S0

LA
Hollander,  staved  here last Mon-
day on  his  wav o the  Pacific

coast, continuin: his
next dav.

Jjourney the

Rev. TPather Kostors will have
charge of an's Valles and depend-
ent missions.

Rev, Father Van Gistern, O

now  has charee of three German
settlements at Indian Iead,  Ou'-
Appelle Station and File  11ills

There is a small village o German
Catholics  south Cu'Appelle
station, where they have a church

Ol

which is already too small or the
Congregation, se that thev  will
have to buitd soomn.

Reve Father Bevs, 0O, who

has mastered the Cree lunguage in
@ very short time, has charge of

the Indians around  Indian Tead,
Ouw Appelle Station and  the  File
Hills.

Very Rev. Father P Magnan,

Vicar of the Oblate AMissions, re-
ccently made a rather tryving jour-
‘ney to Cross Lake. On the wav he
andd his companions  Rev. Fathers
Poitras, Hugonard  and  Bevs,
0. M. I.. had to remain one
whole week with nothing to do but
wait {or steaner at Warren's
Landing, north of T,ake Winnipeg,
400 miles  from here. At Cross
Lake they fonud the intrepid and
zealous Father Bomald, who makes
his headquarters there and thence
visits  the neighboring  fishing
cstations where the Indian fishermen
have been very successful this year,
Several of these Indians are nomi-
jnal  Protestants, evangelized by

a



