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wiIl ha quite time enougb te project other and perbaps sub-
sidiary schoole elsawhcra. ,It is mî4ch botter to bave one
effective sehool than baîf a dozan of manifestly inferior
grade.

UPPER CANADA COLIEGE.

ANoTm educational institution wbicb is attracting a
good deal of attention just now is Sir John Colborna's " ad-
vanced seat of learning" known as U7pper Canada Collage.
Shall it be abolished? This esta;blishment bas long sinoe
laeen condemned by the consensus of indapendent public
opinion in Ontario. It was in its day a useful institution,
and.did mucb good. work. Many persons whose naxnes
stand bigb on the roll of our country's bistory ware aducated
witbin i 'ts walls, and.thera is naturally a sentimental fond-
nass for it in tbe hearts of thesa.persons and-tbeir immediate
descendants.' But tha reasons whitb originally prompted
its establishmant bava lon cea9Sued to axist;- and te keep iL
up any longer at great .public axpensa saems, te se.y the
lest, a doubtful advantagýe. Mr. Kingsford, in the World
of Monday last, made an eloquant plqa on its bahalf, but it
is doubtful if bie carried conviction te any beart whicb was
not already prejudiced in its favour.

TME TIAX. 0F A OELOWNED BEAD.

UNEAsy lies the haad that w ears a crown, said Henry of
Lancaster, wban the infirmities of age were creeping' upon
bim, and wban hae was torturad by anniaties arising ont of
bis son's misconduet and.tbe had faitb of some of thosa in
whom ha bad trusted. The expression bas long sinca ha-
coma proverbial, and has racaivad ample confirmation in the
experience of pretty nearly ail the royal baads whicb bava
aver bean suranounted by a crown. Just now it is receiving
emphatic confirmation in tbe daily and nigbtly cogitations
of tha Czar of Russia. Assuredly the path of His Imperial
Majesty i.s by no means strewn with roses. Evar since, bis
accession La the tbrona the mannar of bis father's " taking-
off" bas haunted bis imagination like a bideous nightmare,
and hae bas walkad about in constant dread of being ovar-
taken by a similar fate. On several occasions bis forabod-
ings bava coma unpiaasantly near te beixag raalized. At
leasL twica ha bas escapad the assassin's knife hy the skin of
bis Laatb. Bornbs bava bean exploded banaath bis cbariot-
wheels, and shots have been fired at hlm byunknown banda.
A few days aince hae narrowly escapad haing blown inte
fragments; and it is said tbat ha' bas laver since bean in a
stata of sncb narvous trepidation that it is bardly safe for
anyona te approacb bisa. According te cominon report and
bçlief hae, not long sinoe, in. a suddeun fit of nervousness, did
ta deatb an officer employad about bis own bonsehold, ha-
cause the oflcar's hand strayed in the direction of his pocket,
and Bis Majesty- jumped te the conclusion -that another
attampt -was ta ha made upon bis -life.

TUE~ ~ ~ tEA 0F ' uBAsnAd0

TISÂT any men, even .the bravest, sonld1 go about in fear
and, t.rembling undar sucb circumstances, is net in the leat
snrpriiing.. Dread of asssinationg ma6y wall cause the
stouteat baart te quake and the rnuddiast chaek te blancb.'

It played havoc with the nerves of Oliver Cromwell, who
certainly was not wanting in those heroic qualities which
give the wor]d assurance of a man. The Czar, with his
fatber's fate ever before him, may well be excused for not
baing always master of bimself. He is well aware that
assassins, tbirsty for bis blood, are constantly prowling
about, and only awaiting a suitable opportunity te, resolve.
him into bis.constituent elements. He bas. good reason to
believe that plots again8t bis life andcrown are widespread,
and that some of bis nobles and near relatives are mnore or
less concerned therein. 'He knows thuit hie is not absolutely
safe, even within the precincts. of bis own palace; and hie
knows further that.avery time hie moves beyond those pra-
cinets it is an open question whether *ho will evar return
alive. He is tolerably certain that, sooner or later, his tinte
wi]l corne te ha swept into eternity in a moment of time, and
that no precautions on bis part can guard witb certainty
against sucb a doom. Surely it is ne coward, but an excead-
ingly brave man, wbo cau sustain sncb an ordeal as this
year after year, when bie could get rid of ail fear and anxiety
by the simple act of abdication.

"TrAN A SIDE" inI POLIIOS.

À LEADING journal in the Maritime Provinces takes Aiio-
TURUS gently te task for not " coming out straigbt " on tbe
varions Canadian party questions of the day, and taking a
distinct stand for eitber Mn. Blake or Sir Joba Macdonald.
But snrely the writ or wbo thus suminons us te tbe bar can-
net bave read tbe prospectuns of this paper, as puh]ished in
tbe opening number. .RCTîuRTJS bas not, besitatad, and doas
not propose te besitata, te express its opinions on any sub-
ject wbatsoever, political or otherwise, as te whieb it nlay
feel an impulse te deliver itsalf. It has bad its say about
Sir Jobn Macdonald, as well as about Mr. Blake. But it is
no part of the policy ofÀnRcTuRus te "take a distinct stand"
for Sir John, Mr. Blake or any other person wbomsoaver.
ARcTuius is first of aIl a li tersxy paper, and only concarns
itseif witb politica to a vary limited extent. 'To "*takae
sides "i.,te esponse tbe side of aiter df tbe politic .al par-
ties, is precisely .vbat RTuRus fioin the first, announced
its fixad detarmination not te do. -t bas no share in the
machinations of either party, anid.hÀs notbing te hope or
ask from tbem. It is f1runly of opinion th at thp respec-
tive parties in Canada bave altogother survived their u 'seful-
nase, and that a reconstruction is iinperatively needed in
tbe hast interests of the country. It is further of opinion
that such a reconstruction cannot mucb longer ha delayed.
No political principle is at stake betwaen tbe so-called Re-
formesa and tbe so-called Liberal Conservatives., Tbe latter
are'in power, and the former have for years beeon struiigling
te obWan power. This is the main-ýind *eed the only mno-
menteus-issua which di.vides thamn. Owing'ne legac
toeaitber party, and seeking notbing at their bands, Luii
pape 'r feals itself free te say its say out on such sàbjeôLs*às
tbesew*henever it feels an îinward- imùpulse te -do.so.; but'it
doas n *ot propose te indulge in tirades.about pureiy 1ps.rtisan
matters ini wbich it bas no interest,. and as t.o.-.hich -it çau-
not Iltake a sida " witbout ceasing te ba. itndpde4t.,


