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"Signer,," now interrupted Richard, "4yen
forget yourself; and. forget, toc, the courte-
sy of agetmn.

IlWlîcn 1 reed your colinscl, sir," retirrn-
cd the other, lîauglîtily, I wilI ask iL.

HIe stili lieUa thc Iîand of Marie, wiie
heart. was palpit.ating wildly.

Wlîilst liere, sir," exclaimed Richard,
"tiat lady is under my pretection; for, ini

riy presence, shall any dar'e te offiar lier an
iusuit.",

IlAYay 1" cried. Uie courtier; fer, atho'
the prince lîad, left tic rooni, lie prcsuincd
upon his presence in the lieuse; but lie liad
overshot, his mark. Thc word wvas scarcely
uttered, wlien Richard. graspcd the Spani-
ard by tIe Lhroat, and. witli one poecrful
effort liew~as hurled te te distance of seve-
rai yar'ds, and went rcehing te Ltre floor. Li-
vid with rage, hie spraîrg te lis feet, and lus
naked sword giistcned in the liglit. But,
with a cry ef luerror, the guests intcrpesed.

"I1 dcmand. satisfaction 1" slîriekcd. tie
Spaniatrd; "lStand back! Blood for tle iii-
suit 1"

"II-ow aow, IIalpertez?" deînandcd. the
prinice,wilio, attr.ctcd by tie noise, rit tîrat
morment re-enitered tue r'oom. Il Vhat means
tisdistrirbance? A drawn sword in tic
presence of ladies !" and icia lire sliarpiy
addcd, "1ake yentliis for a camp, sir? Re-
store your blade to its sea.bbardt-instanUy."

Alessaridro bowved te tue presence cf' roy-
alty, aad obcycd. The circumstainccs wcjc
tiren. rapidly. explaitied te flice proýice,-anti
Maipertez was violent iii Iis deirand for
imunediate -atisfacttion.

IlTihis is ne place nier ime forbrvI"
saiti the Dauphin ; IlI murst adjust titis
qirarrel mnyscif. Monsieur Bî'idgnortlr, and
Yen, Signer Malpertez, will t'ollowv Me."

And], accernpaniedl by the ceurît, in wliose
manrsion tire outrage iiad bcen corainitteil,
.anti by a crowd cf gentlemen, thc- prince and
the disputants retired. te a distant renmi.-
Arbitration, hewever, wvas cf ne avail-ie
Spaniard would lîcar of ne postponemcent;
and, emboldened ratier thian abashcd by thc
prcs.ence cf luis master, claiacd. imunediate
decision. It %vas an ame ef fcw words nird
sudden deeds; and,i ia tire presence cf tire
cempany, and by the sanction cf tire prince,
as at a tournament in yet carlier times, the
cembatants were rrow arrayed. sword in
hand. The ladies, anti those who remained

in tihe drawing-roorn, listcncd etagerIy for the
issue of the consultation; wlien suddeniy
tire alarining sounds of' clashing steel strnck
irpen their cars. Marie uttered a faint
screamn, anti rushced front tire roomt; and, cre
a moment hlad. clapscd, gîiided by the sound,
tie entirc asseînbly broke' into the chamber.

But the battie wvas dcidcd. In an un-
gîîardcd moment the sword of Malpertez
wvas struek, front his ])and, and lie was at the
mercy of Rlichiard. T1he gucsts entered (lie
room as Richard took possession of the fidil-
en wcapon, %vlien graccfuiiy presentinig it to
his antagonist, lic said,

"4Take back your sword, Signor Malper-
tez, andl whcn next it is drawn may it be ini
a nobier quarrel."

A murramur of applause broke frim thc
lips of' the aniditors at tUic magninimity of
the victor; and the dcfcatcd Spaniard,
shicathiiîg lus sword witii a scowl, tlîrew up-
on Richard a look of bate and scorn, and
inirncdiltely disppcared.

A mentir passed, and the day wivas fixcdl
foir the inairiage of Richard aînd Mariei.-
True parents of' bodih iad coasented; and as
Richard liad now seeurcd a liandsomne coin-

1)etcncy, lic had resolveti-for tic hiorizon of
France %vis datrkcruîng--to relinqîiisli coin-
nierce and retteri to Uic land ef his biri.-
WVith tirat, xicw, lus acceunts werc closcd,
aind <lie buliz of lus property tr.),tsiiittcd to
Iris f.itii-rs care, in Lonidonr, r'etaining only
sufficient, for imrncdîatc wvarts. Ilis doutes-
tic a1lfairs wcrc casily and qnickly arrarrged,
and a sip wvas ini pi'eparatroi tfir the Voy-

a nfi -gd. Deivise hald been prevailed
uli)oni to folw tlicin to Eniland, as soon as
lus ar'ranugements wonîld permit.

Wlicit i becarne publicly known thât flicir
inarriage day w'as fixcd, Uic invitations te
fashrioriable parties werc even more nurner-
onîs than brfore; anid, xwhiethicr by accident
or desigir, %vitrever Marie was, there the
prince matie ià convenicrit to lie also. Net
tiiat lie noticcd, or appeared te notice, Ma-
ric inore tiiar anothier; or that. lus aLlen-
tio>is were mor'e pirtieulariy addressed te
lier; but it becarn e i sîibjcct of pointeil
reniark that the pr'ince was maore fîeqîîently
ini public tliii iad beei Iris custoin. IIow-
eve* Luis miglît bie, or te wliatever exter.t.
sui-mises were directed towards Marie, she
scarcely noied the eireumstunce, and-was
certainly tee inicl eccupicd witlî lier owîî


