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- black sheep? One of then it must have
heen, Instinet, sisterly relationship, reason,
and common-sense, all combined tag turn the

. seale against Geravd,  But that there should
be a doubt at all, was not pleasant, and
Alice started up impulsively and put hev
honnet on.

‘Where now ?’ cried Lady Frances.

I will go to my sister’s and ask her—and
ask her—if—she saw any stranger here—
any suspicious person iu the hall or ou the
stairs,” stamamered Alice, making the hest
excuge sho could,

¢ But you know you were ju the drawing-
rooms all the time, and no one eame in 1o
them, suspicious or unsuspicions ; so how
will that aid you?? .

¢Prue, murmured Alice,® *but iy will bo
areliel to go somewhere or do something.’

Alice found her sister at home,  The
latter instantly detected that something was
wrong, for the suspense, iluessz, and agita
tion had taken every vestize of color from
ber cheeks and lips. '

‘Whatever s the matter, Alice ?° was
her greeting 5 you look just like o wallimg-
whest.? ’

‘L felt that [did,” bLreathed poor Alice,
tand Lkept my vail down in the  street, lest
I might be taken for oue, nnd scare the peo-
ple. A great mistortune has  fallen upon
me. You saw thuso bracelets last nighe,
spread out on the table? ’

‘Yes.?

“They were in my charge, aud one of
them has heenabstracted. [t was of great
vilue 5 gold links, Lolding diamonds.”

¢ Abstracted I uttered the clder sister, in
both eoncern and surprise, bnt certainly
without the smallest indientions of a guiliv
knowledge. ¢ How ?? )

It is a mysterv. L only left the rovia
wheu I met you ou the staivenss, and when
1 went up-stairs to fetel the letier for vou
Directly after you lefi, Lady Surah eame
up from dinner, and the heacelet was pot
there,”

- 4tis ineredible, Alice.  Aud no one else
entered the room at all, yousay? No ser
vant? no-—'

¥

“Not any one,? interrupted Ahe, detor-
‘mined, not to speak ol Gerard Hope.
*¢Then, child, it is simply impossible,’
wus the calm rejoinder.  “Iumust have fal-
len on the ground, or heen wmislaid m some
way.!

‘1tis hopelessly gone,
her seeing it ??

‘I do remember seeing, amidst the rest
a bracelet set with diswonds, bat only on
the clasp, I think, Tt—"

".l‘h:}t, wasanother; that is all sale. This
was of fine gold iy
brilliants,  Iid you see it?

‘Not that. I remember. 1 was there
scarcely a minute, for I had ouly strolled
into. the back-room just hefore you came
down.  To tell you the truth, Alice, my

Do you remem-

things, to take much notice even uf jewels.
Do not look so perplexed: it will be all
right.  Only you and I were u the room,
you say, und we conld not take it. ’

tOh? exclaimed Alice, clasping - her
hands, and lifting up her white heseeching
face to her sister’s, *did you take it? In—
in sport; or in——0L! surcly you were not
tempted to take it for anything clse? Yon
said you had need of money ?

¢ Aliee, are we going {o have one ¢f your
old seenes of excitement 7 Strive for calm-
ness. I am sure you do not know what you
arz implying. My poor child, I would rath-
er help you to jewels than take them from
you.’

‘But look at the mystery.’ .

‘Tt does appear to be o myslery, but it
will no dowbt be cleared np. ~ Abee, what
conld you have been dreaming of, 1o sus-
peet me?  Have we not grown up together
in owr honorable home? You cueht to
know e, it any one does.”

¢And you veally know nothing of it?
moaned Alice, with a sobbing eatching of
the breatb.

¢Indeed 1 do not. In truth I dv not! If
1 could help you out of your perplexity I
would thankfully do it.  Shall Ivetnrn with
you aud assist you to search for the brace-
lot ¥

‘No, thank you.
mnde.’ )

Notonly was the deninl of her sister for-
vent and calm, hut her manner and eounte-
nanee conveyed the impression of trath.
Alice left her, inoxpressibly relieved; but
the coaviction, that it must have heen Cer-
avd, returned to kerin full foree. ‘I wish
I could sce him I’ was her mental exclama.
tion.

Fvery seavch has heen

3 interspersed with.

: have heen.

¢ was intense.
were his coflers, never spent upon himsell

e R . - dressing-gown, handsome once, hut yems
mind was too fully occupied with other by oW, 1 ¢

And for onee fortune favored her wish. |
As she was deaggging b weary limbs i
i

]

wlong, hie eht upon her at the cor-
ner ol a ity fu her cagerness, she clasp- ¢
ed lis arm with hoth her hands, .

) am so thankfull? she uttered, ¢ 1 wane-
ed to see you® T !

“1 think vou most want 10 see a doclor,
Aliee,”  TIow ill you Jook U

f1 have camse,” she vetwrned,  +hat
hracelet, the diamond, that you were admive
ing last evening, it has heenstolen: it was |
taicen from the room.” '

Paken—when 7 echoed Mr. Hope, Jook. !
ing hoe full in the fhee—asa vuilly man
wonld scarcely dave (i look, i

CThen, or withina few minutes. When
Lady Savah came ap from dinver, it waz
uot there.”

‘Who ook #t? he ropeated, not yet ve.
covering his surprise,

L dow’t know saic. - Hwas
under my chiu No one else was there,?

“You do not wish me o understand  that
youw ave suspeeted? he Inust forth, with
genuine feeling. T heiv unjust meannessy
cannot have goune to that length '

ST trust not, It [ oain very unbappy.
Who conld have done jt? ow couldit
have gone? 1 left the vaom when vou did,
but 1 only lingered onlside on the stairs,
watching—it L may tell the truth—whether
vou got oul zalely, and then I returned 1o it,
Yet when Lady Saah came up from dinner,
it was wonce.?

¢And did no one else gointo the room ?
lie tepeated. T met a lady at the door, who
asked for youy [sent hev wpstaies.”

¢3he wentin for & minute. Tt wayg my
sister, Gerawd.?

O] indeed, was that your sister? Then-
she counts as we do, for nobody, in this,
It is strauge.  Phe hincelet wasin the room
when L left it—

fYou awre sure of it? intevrupted Alice,
drawing a Jong hreath of suspense,

sTam. When Ureached 1he door T turn-
ed round to take a fast Jook at vou, and the
diamonds of that partienlar bracelet gleam-
ed at we fromits pluce on the table?

O Gerard! is this the trath 22

“H is the uuthy, on my sacred word of
hounor,? he replied, looking ™ ab her agitated
face and wondeving at Ler words, ¢ Why
elze should I suy it? Goodhy, Alice, 1
et stay nnother moment, Tor there’s
somebody coming I don’twint to meet.?

1le was ofl’ like a shot, but his words and
maumer, like hersister’s, had conveyed their
conviction of innocence to the mind of
Alice.  She stopd stilly Jookiug afler him
in her dreamy wonderment, mud was jostled
by the passersy,  Whick of the two was
the real delinquent? one of them it must

A littde man was steding about his libra-
vy witl impatient steps.  1le wore & wadded
k-
ably shabby now, and he wrapped it closcly
wround him, though the huat of the weather |
But Colonel ITope, large as |

o superflucus farthing, especially in  the
way of personal adornment ; wml Colonel
Hope would not have felt too wurm,
eased in sheep-sking, for he had spent the
best port of his lite w India, and wus ol o
chilly natave.

The Colonel had that afternoon heen made
acquninted with an unpleasant transaction
which had occurred in his house.  The
houschold teximed it a mystery; be, o sean-
dalous robbery: aud lie had written forth-
with to the neavest chicl police station, de--
manding that an oflicer might he dispatched
hack with the messenger, to investigate it.
So theve he was, waiting for theiv veturn in
impatient expectation, and oceasionally halt-
ing hefore the window, to look out on the
busy Joondon worid,

The oflicer at length came, and wus in-
traduced, The Coloucl's wile, Lndy Sarals,
had joined him then ; aud they procceded to i
give him the oulling of the case. A valua-
ble dismond bracelet, resently presented to
Lady Savah by her hushand, had dizappear-
ed in a singular manner,  Miss Seaton, the
companion to Laily Savah, had tempoyary
charge of the jewelbox, and had hronght it
down the previous evening, Thwsday, this
being Friday, to the hack drawing-raom, and
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laid several pairs of bracelets ont ona tahle,
ready for Lady Sarah, who was going to the |
opera, to choose which she would wear when |
she came up  from dimmer.  Leddy  Saraht
chose u paivy and pul. herseily the vest baek |
into ihe box, which Miss Seaton then locked, |
and carried to its pluce up-siaivs.  Tu the fow
winutes that the bracelets lay on the table,
the most valuable oue, a dinmond, disap-
peared from it, :

o
tigated; at deast, not so” quiekiy,” oliscrved
Tady Sweah to the ofhcer.
wrote for you quile ggainst my wi

<h,

did not want {his to he oflicially iuves- 3
: posed Colonel Jope.
e Coloired !
Cthieves iee said (o possess she

¢ And so you have et the thied get, cloar

b

oty and put np with the l
anel,  EVory fine, my lady.”

* Yousee,? added her ladyship, expluining
1o 1he oflicer, © Misz Seaton is 0 voung lad;
of iood finily, not o cmuman sepimien
a friend of mine, I may sy,

bie constitution, and this allair has so com- |

pletely upzet hee, that | fear she will Te Jaid
on a sick-hed.?

CHowon't be my Gl itshe =7 retoried
CThe loss of a
hracelet, worth two oy three bindred gum-
enig, s not 10 he hushedup, They me wot
to he hought every day, Lady Samh.’

ing peenbiae, 11 was o baek  drawingroom,

ihe Tolding-doors hetween it and the front

room standing open, and the hack-window, a
large one, looking out upon some flat Jeads
—as did all the row of howses. The officer
seemel Lo take in the points of the double-
room at a glaunce ; 1ty door of communica-
tion, its {wo doors opening 1o the corridor
outside, and its windows.  IIe looked at the
latehes of the two entrance-doors, and ho

cvied the Cole

i louse; and Alice,

She i ol feel | ollieer.

: {Dre. 135,

CAnd vel the bracelet vanizhed 12 dnger
SThes mnst i
e did a, bag
alit of hand.?

heen condounded dee

CPhey e elever enough for e saope of
them,” Ghserved the ollicer, .
¢ Raseadly villaine ! Eshonbd like to know
how they aceonmplish this)”

8o should 1,2 stemficzntly retnened .
FA ;)\"l::wnl inprars 1o me jne
comprehensible. .
The ofticer seemed
prenin o leolowgs,
adying ber fee, i

There was n pause,

saw his eyes stealthily s

i did not fond to rensswe ber,
thiiwmond

CYour servanls e trustworthy
927
I

have lived with yvou some time?

1|u~y
sumed

Cihe ofticer, not appurently attaching much

leaned from the front-windows, and he lear- ;

ed from the one at the buck:  He next ye-
uested to see Miss Seaton, and Lady Sarah
letehed her—a delicate yivl with a transpa-
reat skin, tooking alinust too weak to walk.

She was inavisible tremor, and shook as ;

she stood hefore the strangoer.

He was woanan of pleasant maimers and
speceh, and he hastened to reassure her.—
CTheve’s nothing 10 be afraid of, young la-
dy,” said he, with a broad smile.  ¢1 am
uol an ogre, thongh [ do helieve some timid
folks look upon us as such.  Just please to
compose yourself, and tell me as much as
you ¢an recolleet of this,

1 put the beaceletg out heve,” began Alice

Seaton, laying hold of the table undernecath !

the window, not more 1o iudicute it than fo
steady hevselly for she was almost incapable
ol standing.  *The diamond hracelet, the
one lost, I placed here,® she added, touching
the middle of the table at the back, “and
the rest [ laid oul round, amd hefore it

1t was worth more than any ot the oth-
ers, I heliove,? interrupted the oflicial.

¢ Much more,” growled the Col-muel.

The ofticer vodded to himself, and Alice
resumed:

‘L lett the bracelets, and went and sat
down at one of the frontwindows !

fWith the intervening doors open, T pre-
sume??

¢ Wide open, as they are now,” said Aliee,
¢and the other two doors shut, ~ Lady Sarah
cune up from divmer zlmost divectly, and
then the hraeelet was wot there.”

fIndeed ! Youare quite cectain of that ??

1 quite certain,’ duterrupted Lady Sa-
ruh. ¢l looked for that hracelet, and, not

P & (he auswer 1w .-
- The ofiicor was tuken to the reom whenge | PHportanCe (o what the auswer might be,
the bracelet disappearved. 1o preseuted noth- : A

1 ' S see that it would throw Hghit on this

don’t
etort-
ed Cotonel Lope. <16 they came into the
roont Lo steal the hrneelel, Miss Seaton must
have seen them.” ‘
From the time you pat out the brace-
lets, to that of the fadies coming wp from

¢ Were they all escaped convic

Cdinner, how Jong wag 10?7 inquired the ot

ficer of Alice,

“f scarcely  know,” panted =hey for, whal
with his close tooks il his close questions,
she was growing less able (o wwswer, ‘1
did not take pavlicutar notice of the elapse
of time: T was not well yesterday evening,” |

<Was it half an howr 7

CYes—I e say—nearly so.'

¢Miss Seaton,” he continued in o brisk
tone, ¢ will you have any objection to take an
oath before a mngistrate—in private, you
know—that no person whatever,  excepd
yourzelfy entered cither of these rooms .
ring that peviod 2 -

Hid siie heen aequested 19 ga hefare u
magistente and testify that she, herselty was
the guilty person, it could searcely have at
fected her more, Hev check grew white,
her dipa parted, and her eyes med it be-
seeching look of terror.  Lady Sweah Hojpne
hastily pushed a chaiv hehind her, and dvew
her dnwn upon it,

f Really, Aliee, you wee very foolish lo al.

Clow yowrselt to he excited aboul nothing,*

; on the floor in-another minuie.

secing it, Tsupposed Miss Scaton had not

laid it "out, 1 put on the pair T wished 1o

i wear, aud placed the others in the box, and

saw Miss Seaton Jock it.?

Then you did not miss the braceiet at
that time ?? questioned the oflicer.

f did not miss it in one sense, because |
did not know it had heen put out,” returned
her ladyship. ¢ Isaw it was not there.?

¢But did you not miss it? > he asked of
Miss Seaton.

¢1 ouly renched the tanle as Lady Saral
was closing the lid of the box,” she answer-
ed  ‘Lady Frances Chenevix had detained
me in the frontroom.’

¢ My sister,” explained Lady Sarah, ¢She
is on & visit to me, and had come with me
up from dinner.”

You sny you went mul satin the frout- .

room,” vesmned the oilicer to Alice, in o - ° K IR
o diftienlty iz, how ean wa obiaia the st el

quicker tone than he had wsed previousiy:
Cwill you show me where ??

Alice did not stiv, she ouly twmed her
head towards the front-room, and pointed to
a chaiv a littde drawn away from the win-
dow. “Inthat eqnir,”she soid.
as it stands now.’

The oflicer Tooked bafled.
have had the back-room full in view from
tienee; hotl the door and the window.”

¢ Quite s0,° replicd Alice,

interrupted  view, and faced the doors of
s
both rooms.’
S perecive so from here,
no one enter?F
#No oue did enter. 1 was fnipossible
ihey could da so, without my ohserving it.

Iad cither of the doors been only aquictly |

unlatehed, T mugt have seen.’

And vou saw !

tostoud

able difficelty,” observed the ofticer,

she temonstrated: ¢ You would have fullen
What hurr
is there in taking an oath-—md in o private
room? You nre not a chartist or a mormon
—or whatever the people eall themseives,
who profess to object to oaths, on prineipie.”

“The ollicer’s cyes weee still keenly fixed
on Alice Seaton’s; and she cowered visihly
heneath his gaze, < Will you assure e, on
your saceed word, that no person did enter
the voom?? he repeated, inalow firm tone ;
which somehow carried her to the terriile
beliet that he helieved she was tiifling with
him.

She looked at him 3 gasped, and looked
weadir; and then she raised her handkoer-
chief in her hand, wid wijped hor damyp aund
ashy face.

L

L think some one did cose in,? whisper.
ed the oflicer in her eavy try and recollect.?
And Alice fell hack in hyyeries,

Lady Savah led her from ihe voom, hen
sell speedily retarning 1o il '

tYou see how wealt awd nervous Miss
Seaton is,” was her remark to the oflicer,
but glaeing at ler hushand., ¢ She has
been an dnvalid for yoars, and is not strony
like other people. I el sure we shonld
have a scene of some kind, andthat is why
1 wished the investization nnl to be zone in-
to hueriedly. l

“Don’t you think there ar
For an investieation, siv?’ test
onel Hope of the oflicer.:

SCmust eonfess 1 do think so. Colonei,?
was the reply,

O comrse: you hear, my lady.

grownds

to the mystery.'

‘Tdo notsuppose theve will be i insuper-
1 he-
lieve 1 have oblained one

CYou ave acevor Iellow, then, erie

¢ Colonely i vou have obtained it liere.

‘You must !

> FCyou will sit |
¢ down in it, yon will perceive that Uhad un-

What is i

SWEl Lady S allow
it—whatever it nay be—-without tahing al-
fense P continued the ofticor, looking at lu
ladyship.

wme 1o mention

She howed hee head, womdering wuch,

S What’s the good of standing upon ceve
wony ¥ peevishly pat in el Iope.
$Her Jadyship will he as glad os we shatl
hey lo gel back her bragelery more g,
one would think. A ¢lue to the thief’! Who
can it have heen . ,
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