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NOTES AND COMMENTS
. We publish elsewhere an interesting ac-
count of an cucampment of two com-
panies of the Boys’ Brigade in Ontario.
This is an organization well worthy of
investigation by those interested in mi-
litia matters and would scem to be wor-
thy of recognition by the Government.
The eadet corps organized by Government
ranction in connection with the va.ious

cducational institutions have

done and
They
might do a great deai more if the Gov-

are doing n great deal of good.

crnment were a little more generons and
gave them an allowance, in the shape of
an cfficiency grant, towards providing
themselves with uniforms. Without uni-
forms it is really useless to try and imbue
the youthful mind with military ideas.
Without unifoim drilling appears to be
like playing at eoldiers, and that seems
& very ludicrous emusement to Inds big

cnough to coavy rifles,

All that the Government docs for the
school cadet corps or drill compauics is
to piovide them with rifles (uscless for
shooting) and Delts.
ed onee a year and that is all the recog-
uition theie is of the fact that th: lads
a;c¢ part of the militia.

They are insp.ct-

It is no wonder
that o many of these corps, started un-
der most promising auspices, go to the
wall.  The writer knows how it is, for
he was @ member of oune of the oldest and
best known cadet co.ps in Canada him-
lad.

cnthusiastic on joining and many an hour

self when a The boys were always
was given to drill that other pupils de-

voted to football and lncrosse. Exam-
.nations for corporal’s stripes kept the
youngsters porimg  over red hooks till
inte at ‘night, and T helieve that cach one

of tho: three companies did a< much so-

lid wo.k in the course of the year as any

two compaunies in the active militia. Their
driil was like clock work, aund the way
those little chests

those grey tunics, on parade showed that

expanded and filled

the youngsters were proud of their corps.

. ] * *

But what was the use of drilling your
heart out to perfect yourself in your drill
when you had no chance of impressing
the rest of creation with your prowess.
There was some satisfaction in barbing
your shins and generally covering your-
self with glory and mud on the foothall
field, heeause ndmiring cyes were on you,
but the critical eyes of our instructor were
the only ones to witness our artistic work
at the manual and firing exercises, and
that immortal picce de resistance, the
Obstacles

thiown in the way of our turning out in

march past were  always

1f the militia had & review we
At last

public.
were not allowed to participate.
we thought we were going to get our
revenge. A big review wag to take place
out of th: city and we were given to un-

derstand that we could pavticipate. W

cousequently made all onr arrangements
tickets dreilled

harder than ever. A day or two

bought our and away
b:fore
homb:hell fell

in our camp. A curt telegram from Ot-

the date of the review @

tawa arrived saying that we could not

attend the seview.  After o great deal

of correspondence we got permission to
go to the review, but w.re not allowed
to ma.ch past or participate in the man-

ocuvres. .

That showed the boys that although

to drill

and buy  themselves uniforms it did not

the Government allowed them
recoguze them a: having any conn.ction
with the militla.  They were merely toy

toldiers; allowed to atmu-e  themeelves

drilling in  the seclusion of the school
yurd aud gymunsium  but not to be con-
sidered as having auy connection with"th:
active militia.  This gave the coup de
grace to the eadet corps in quostion, one
that not only p.ovided scores of officers
to the active milit'a : but alro furnished
many of the mo-t suecessful men to the
Royal Military Coliege, Kingston. In
Lngland the kchool eadet hattalions are
tecognized as n most wseful adjunct of
the volunteer kyst 'm and they not only
parade with the adult volunteers even at
ioyal reviews, hut participate in some of
their rifle matehes.  Why should not a
similar sy. tem be extended to our juvenile
eadets. 11 they were made to feel them-
selves & recognized portion of the militia
service and peceived but i very little D't
more cenconragement theiv numbers  and
usefulness would be geeatly inerezsed.The
Government should at onee call in the old,
heavy, useless Peabody 1tles now issued
to these co ps isue short Sniders or are-
tillery carbines to them, cncourage the
larger boys to go in for trrget practice
and give them every ch:n e to gratiiy
their very matwral and proper youthiul
with th artive

poide by torning oot



