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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS*

By H. A. McCavnuwm, M.D., M.R.C.P. (Lonp.).

1f I had considered the high honor and responsibility awarded
me by the Canadian Medical Association at our meeting in Edmon-
ton last year, I should perhaps have declined the flattering tribute,
as much from consciousness of my own inability to fulfill the dis-
tinguished position in a manner satisfactory to myself, as from a
sense of what is eminently due to the scientific and high profes-
sional character of this national Association. However, inadequate
as the discharge of my obligations of office may prove to be, T am
emboldened by the support of my local colleagues, and the encour-
agement of numerous members throughout the Dominion, to rely
upon your indulgence for whatever is stale and unimportant, or for
whatever may be defeetive in the manner of my address to-night.
- It has been the practice of my predecessors in office to sweep the
whole horizon of Canadian medicine for objects worthy of the
attention of this Association. I plead for the liberty to say painful
truth when dealing with matters that affect the honor of our pro-
fession, and it is not from love of wounding or pleasure of stinging
that I am dealing holdly with professional defects and offences.
I would rightly merit the contempt of you all did I pass these
things by on the other side.

The first thing to challenge our attention is the relative indif-
ference shown to this Association and what it represents by too
many of the eight thousand doctors in the Dominion. The Asso-
ciation has had no mean part in removing narrow, provincial medi-.
cal prejudices and in hringing about legislation that resulted in
the accomplishment of Dominion registration. The splendid ser-
vice of the British Medical Association to the profession of the
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