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ANSWER

OF THRE
HON. MR. MERCIHER
TO THERE

Pamphlet of the Equal Rights Association Against
the Majority of the Inhabitants of the
Province of Quebec,

Is would require » large volume to refute in
succession the errors and misrepresentations
tormiog Mr. Sellar’s pamphlet. The publia
eould vot have the patiencs to resd a york of
such & nature aud I bave not the leisore to
underbake such ® work. Lesving aside all
waelens and idle details, I take the substance of
the pamphlet ; this can be summarized io the

lawing points :
fo,!'?:::;l;p The roocsllad domioation and
wealth of tbe Oatholic Church in the Province

beo ; . .
Ofs(%ggndly. The parish syatem aud its so
called injuatica to Perotestants ;

Thirdly. Tithes—that English courts ara
desraded by being called upn to eoforce their
lection ; . .
mlFazrthly. That the introiuction of the parish
eystem in parts of the province situated outeide
of the seignioriea is a violadion of a formsl

engagement sud & usurpation. )

As it happene with all men who give up to
fanatioism the comtrol of their ennscience and
resson, the editor of the Gleaner ia not dis-
tingnished by order or method ; his pampblat is
only 8 confussed manss, w:bhnut_ any regulnr
ovder in ita idess ; but by analysing it a little,
the reader will find shat it ia only & repitition
of the four propositions above enumerated. 1
will follow shis order in the refutation that I am

goiog to make. 1

<EE B0 CALLED DOMINATION AND WEALTH or
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE PRO-
VINCE OF QUEBEC

eaking of the Catholic Church ag 1t exists
insutl)m Prgvinoe of Quebsc, the suthor of the
pamphlet saya:

" t n th tis mg.ve
orament having Hhaprouines dirided inte sections sad
countrolled by 1ta doputles, yet 8 government {rres-
,pontible to Frown or peaple, clalmisg an suthority
above and boyond that of tha ztate’’

Teken in the genersl senes given by the
suthor, the assertion is falee. 'With respeot to
worship, Catholise sre dirided ln% groups
known ander the name of parisiesas Protestanta
are known under the name of songregations;
bu these divisions bava nuly a religious char-
acter, snd are bot controlled by deputies, as
falaely assuréad by the editor of the Gleaner.

Whay harm can there be, I ssk, would in
thos grouping Catholicsa for purposes of
worship? Does not this grouping likewiee
exist among Protesbants, im our proviace as
well as in all the other parts of the Dowinion?
1a there any reacouable man who can seriously
ges harm in it? It is ouly the delirions
fanatacism of Mr. Sellar that objects to  state
of thinga o matural, eo mecessary to public
order.

Now to say that this * goverument ia irre.
sponsible to Crown or people, claimiog an
authority above and bayond that of the State,”
is to atate s thing true in iteslf, but false in the
sense that Mr, Sellar gives to bis aassertion,
which is general and wlthout restriction.
Catholic doctrine tesches that, in purely
gpiritual matters, religious authority is of an
order auperior to that of the eivil authority,
but that in temporal matters civil anthority or
the authority of the State tranacends all others.
That is o0 say thay, according to Catholio doc-
trine, bhe pr¢ ponderance of authority is derived
from the preponderanca of ths end a® which
such authority aima ; and as epiritual ends are
superior to temporal ends, the autbority
which provides for the former 1is, in its
nature and in the atrict limite of ita ends, of an
order superior bo that which provides for tem-
poral ends.

You are & miniater of the Gospsl, Me, Oaven,
and you thoroughly understand Protestant
theology. I would mow ask wvou: Isnot Oa-
tholic dootrive, such as I have just exposed it,
the dootrine on all Obristlan religioos ? Ie it
nob simply the application of these worda of the
Gonpel —*“Render unto God that whioh belooga
to God and to Owmenr that which belongs to
QOzuar ?”

In order that thera be no misunderstandiog
about this part of Oatholic dootrine, I will cite
a few extraota from the work of Mgr. Oavegnis,
published ab Rome in 1887, with the approba-
tion of the highest Oatholic anthorities. These
are the citationa :

' It is gaid : 11 the Oharch were sovereign,
there wounld ba a State within a Bvate ; in other
words, in the same territory, thers would be
two sovereigutier snd the same men would
form two perfeot and independent socleties,
But this cavnob be, as the oco-existence of two
sovereigna, having jurisdiction on the same ter-
ritory and over the same pereons, is repugnant,
The power of the one wonld necessarily Limis
that of the other, and mneither would be
sovereign in the full meaning of the term. .
Sovereignity therefors repels mot only all su-
Elmor jurisdiction, but also all equal jurisdio-

on,

**To this objection an answer is easily made
by distingnishing how two sovereigntiss may
be in opposition in the same territory and over
the eame persons,  YWhen two novercigntios are
of the same kind, have the aame immediate end,
the same objeat and the same subject-matter on
which they exereise their power, then we meet
with the inconveniences above mentioned ; one
1mpoaes l{mitn apon the other ; naither one nor
the other is truly sovereign, and the ssme rub.
Jjects would have to serve equally two masters.

““But it 1a not thns when ivis a question of
two savercignties, whoss order, objeot, end and
subjeat-matter are distinet apd difierent. In
that oate, the one impotes po limits upon the
other in the sphere which belonge to it. In
goneequence there s Dot in the State another
State of the same kind, but another State of a
differend kind. In this there can ba nothing
rapugngnfa for the reason that all created things
are limited to one order and one kind. The
woversignty of the State is limited to the tem.
poral order, that of the Ohurch to dhe spiritaal
ordar, To God alone belongs absolutes and dni-
‘veraal sovereignty. . . e . .

**If tha Church has many rights over the
Smte, becausa iy is & nociety of asorareign
order, it has no lesa the duties to perform to-
‘wards she Biate. And '‘above all shers is the

duby as & matier of justios not %0 enoreach apom ( ]

the provings of the State. Al that whichi

purely temporal belongs to the State. Tha

Church therefore cannot under any proper claim

meddle with matbers purely temporal. Ts

should render nntn Cresar that which belongs to

g;edmr, snd to God that which belongs to
od.

“In gqueationa which in nowise concern re-
ligion and which are rimply economical, politi-
¢eal, oivil of military, Catholies form neithera
body nor a party, but each cau follow the parsy
which appears the best to him." (1)

Theas are the principles which govern the
QCatholic clergy in this proviecs as well sa in
other porta of the world Where can there
be found in all this ** the authority superior
to thar of the State’ menticned by Mr.
Sellar? This eo-called domination of the
Catholic clergy exiata only ia the too vivid
imagination of the Gieancr writer. 1 defy him
to bring forward facts of writings to estsbliah
1%,

No ; outside of purely religious mattacs, the
QOatholic Church dnes unot claim an authority
superior tc that of the Stata ; on the contrary,
one of the fondamental principles of its doct
rine is its submission to civil authority. It s
surprising shat Mr. Sellar, who lives among
COasholics and pretends to kmow them, should
nst yot know this If he would only give him-
self the trouble to go over tha debatea on the
Oatholic Emaucipotien Bill, be would find that,
nearly a hundred years rgo, a distingmished
Peotestant bishop, Dr.” Horrley {Eonglish
Parliamentary History, Vol. 29, p.ge 670},
declared in the House of Lords thay *‘ the
Roman Catholicsa baetter understand than
the thing seems to be understood by many
of those who call themeelver our Protestant
brathrenm, in what plain characters the in-
junction of the uureserved submiseion of the
individual to the government under which
ha is born ia written in the divine law of the
Gospel.” .

I nead not add that In asserting that the
Oatbolio Church ** aseumes that tha people exist
for ber and nst she for the people,” Mr, Sellar
isgoilty of an untruth which does not deservs
the bonor of being refuted. I defy him to cor-
roborate this alsogether gratultous assertion by
facts or writings.

Mr. Sellar asserts thay the Catholic Church
of the Province of Quebec ‘“‘is the greatesd
real estate owner on the conmtinent.” This ja
simply a falaehood which must be apparent to
the most limited vision. Asachurch she Church
of Rome does not own ane inch of land in the
Provinoe of Quebsc. I defy Mr. Sellar to prove
the contrary.

According ta our law, resl estate destined for
Ontholic worehip does not belong to the Church,
bub to the parishioners, and the extent of real
eatate deanined for that object is very limited
On she firay point, the following is what is
siated by Judge Beaudry :(—

¢ Parishionera are obliged to contribute to
the purchasse of land required tor the bulld-
ings. They are ite proprictors.” (3)

Aan 1o tbe extent of the land, 1t is fixed in the
following msnuner by article 3450 of our Revised
Statntes : —

“The quantity of land so acquired for the
purposes aforesatd, within the walle of the citles
of Quebso and Montreal, respactively, shall not,
1n twe whole, exceed one arpent...... , sud out-
side of the wailg, but within the limits of the
said cities, shall nob exceed eight arpents in
superficies ; and the quantity of Iand so held in
any other place for the use of each parish, mis-
sion, congregation or religious 8ociety, shall nob
exceed two hundred Eoglish acres,”

There are not one thousand QOatholic parishes
or missions in the Province of Quebeo, and I
assers without fear that the extent of the land
possessed by such parishes snd miumions does

" nob excesd in tha whole 20,000 acres.

Isthe Equal Rightas Associasion prepared to
ansarb with ite jellow-laborer Sellar that there
are not o be found in all America propristors
owning & granter exbent of land or greater real
estate owner T

Wishoub going to foreign covntries, compare
thesse 20,000 acres with the extent of the
manopalies which the Ottawa Government has
establiahed in the North-Weit, Without speak-
ing of the colonmization secieties, is itnot knoen
that the grante made %o the Bell Farm Company
exoesded 50,000 acres !

{'Her lands, continues Mr, Sallar, are placad
outside the juriediction of the lawa governing
real ostates, for they amre locked up under
mortmain and on  her property she pays no
taxes”

Wrong ; ecolesisatioal properby is mut placed
onteide the jurisdistion of the laws governing
real estate ; when a oongreeation purchases or
sells & propsrty the title deeds sre subjsct to the
formality of registraticn, in the same way ss
all other real estate transsations, as prescribed
by articles 3443, 8444 and 3450 of our Revised
Statutes, which only reproduce the old law.
The real estate conceded or sold to Church
Trusteas or marguilliers only acquires the ohar-
acter of mortmain by the registradion of the
deed of scquinition.

‘What is there extraordinary or wrong in
this law ! The intent i» merely $s place onteide
of the sphere nf trade real estate acquired for
religlons worship, and to prevent is expro-
priation without she consent or sgainnd the wish
of tbe inhabitanta or of the membera of sha oon-
gregation,

At any rate if this system bs wrong and
worthy of oondemnation, the Protestants
of the Provimes of (Quebec mre quite as
blamable as the Oatholics, as the Iaw of
which Mr., Sellar complainen applies indis-
oriminasely to all religious congregations,
Protestant as well as Oabholio. Before casting
stones at us, lat Mr. Bellar and his friends
give the exsmple, by asking the Legislature
fo abolish mortaim in case of properties
belongiog to FProtestand congregasiona.

(X1 No\ons 4e l'fzolt Pubdlic Najurel o Hoclesiastique,
l&. Cavaguls, p. 338 et 16q.1
] Code dow-oures, mergullliers: ot parelastonsy, page

o

challenge him to bave such legislation acespted
by the majority of the Protestanta of the Pro-
vinoe of Quabeas.

With what grace therefore does he dare to

lace among the so.called dieabilliies of the

rotestants of Quebec legislation by which they
benefit as well as Catholics ard to which they
hold as well as Oatbolios ? Is it in thie way that
sn honorable man would act, who is animased
by the noble sentiments which just and ice
eqaity shounld inspire !

Ieaneay the same thing about exemption
| from taxation, which Mr, Sellar alao gives as
‘ one of his disabilivies. Ia our Province, all pro-

perty destined for religiows worship is, by

seticle 712 of our Municipal Code, exempb from
| muunicipal and schocl taxation. Protestants as
! well ax Casholios profit by this sxemption, and
| T think that they held to it as much aa do the
! Catholiea.

Then, how can the Gleaner man find in thia
« disabtlity for the Protestants ? One may be
fanatical, but no eensible man has a right vhus
jauntilp to make a mockery of the elementary
rulea of logic and of the plainest common
aense,

WZALTH Of THE CATHOLIC CHCROH.

Bu# whers this brave Mr. Seller completaly
loees hia head is wher he speaks of the so-callad
wealth of the Catholio Church.

YOounting ministers of all denominations,”
says he, *'I do not suppose von would find in
Orntario mauny over 3000. Quebec has » third
less population, yet nesrly 8000 men and womsen
bave taken the perpetual vow of obediencs to
the Church of Roime, Add to these the lay
servants and dependeass and thers muss be
twanty thoussud whoss daily bread comea from
this gigantic organizaticn.”

Like the mookey in Lafontaine’s fable, who
tcok the Pirinua for & man, the learned editor
of the Gleancr takes, as members of the Oatho-
lic clrigy, all members of religioue communities,
whether brotherboods, or sisterhoods, and with
this ha forma she big figure of 8000. Would
you wish to kaow why be so cheerfully inscribes
them among the clergy !  Purely becauate they
have made a vow of perpetual chedience to the
Church of Rome !

In that case the learned Mr. Sellar is far
from the trush ; if to be a member of the Oatho-
lio clergy, it fa sufficiept to have made a vow
of perpetual obedlence to the Church of Rome,
there are in the Province of Qaebeo 1,170,718
mianisters of COathbolic worship, for the reason
that 1,170,738 Catholics who inhabit it ars
obliged, in religious matrers, to abeuolase abedi.
ence to the Church of Rome. There are like-
wise 320,839 ministers of Catholic worhip in
Outario, for I see by the census of 1881 thaw
there ia thas nuwber of Catholics 1n tha Pro-
vinca of Oatario, and like those of Quebeo, they
are held to perpetual obedience to the Qhurch
uf Rome, of course io religious matters only.

These sre the oonsaquences of the preminca
laid dewn by Mr. Sellar, whom the Equal
Aassocistion has cbosen to inform it about
Catholic affaire in the provinos of Quebeas.

NUMBER OF MINISTERS OF RELIGION,

Happily, the cemsus of 1831, sz aunthority
almoxst as worthy of belief as the editor of the
Heaner, gives totally different figures. Accord-
ing to that authority there were at that tive in
the Provines of Quebec, 2102 clergymen. 3783
puns, and 401 broshers of the Christian schools
in all 6286, But the figurea given for clergy-
men comprise Protestant ministers ; they muat
be numerous, as there ere in ocur province al-
mast a8 many Protestant as Catholic churches.
The census of 1881 gives for all the province
1280 churches, or which 712 are Catholic and
568 Prateatant, The latter must ba attecderd
by 4r0 or 500 ministers, which would leave 1600
or 1700 Catholic priests.

CATHOLIO ALMANAC.

But thare ia sn easier and more cerbain
method of esbablishing the number of (atholio
priests in the Frovince of Quebec. If the
worthy writer of the Glecancr had only given
himself the trouble of reading the calendars or
simanaca ior 1590, he wouid have sesn that the
Catholic clergy of the Provines of Quebee, re-
gular and secular, is composed 1260 prieats, one
cardinal, seven archbishope and bishops, one
prefect npostolic. The calendars give the name,
rarname and resideace of all those priests, so
that tbere can be no donbt or miestake about
their number in the mind of an honeable
wribter.

These priests, however, are not all engaged
in parish work, The documents which I have
jusy mentioned show with the clearest evidenas,
uven to the wilfully blind, that of thesa 1260
priests ab least 250 are employed at teaching in
our classical and commercial colleges and in
our normal schools; about owne hundred more
are engaged as chaplains in our oharitable insti-
sutiops or a8 professors in pur theological semi-
paries, leaving only about nine hundred in

arish work. If you divide the number of
atholics by the number of priests ministering
to parish wants, you will find shat fhe average
of each congregation under the care of a Catho-
lic priess 18 about thirteen hundred souls.
ou ars & miniater of the Goapel, Me. Oaven,
you know the duties imposed by the spiritual
care of a congregation; you know thab in this
reapect the task of a Oatholic priest is two or
three times greater than that of a Probeatant
minister ; in presence of the figures which I
have now given, will you nod admib thad far
from being excessive, as Ar, Sellar pretends,
the number of Catholic priests ivp the Province
of Quebec is comparatively slight. Make the
same csloulations about the Protestant clergy,
sud you will be surprised at $he results at whioh
you will arriva }

REVENUE OF THE CATHOLIC PRIESTS,

And what sre the revenues and resouroes of
this clergy which Mr Sellar representa as so
rich? The tithe alone and a very small amount
of perquisites commonly called *'le saauel.”
What does the vithe represent? It is quite
easy to caloulate it by taking the data furaished
by the cenaus of 1881, wh.oh can be seen bﬂ
everybody. At the :ate of the twenty-sixt
bushel, it forms about the Inllowing quantities :
58,889 bushela of wheat, 58,866 of barley, 601,310
of oats, 142,208 of pere, 55,494 of buockwheat
and 12,571 of rye. Estimating them at currens
rates bhe%wonld represent above $5600,000 in
money. Buoour priests ave not exacting, not-
withstanding what Mr, Sellar may eay, and I
can astert without fear of contradiotion that an
the average they remit or neglect to colleat at
leant 20 per cent of thefr tithes, which would
leave a real revenus of not more than $400,000,
to be divided among nine hundred priests doing
parish work, or an average of $450. Adding
snother hundred dollars for the casuel, which {a
certainly the highest amount ever receivad
under that head, we have a sotal of 8350,

Would you pretend that this is too mnoh,
Mr. Oaven? That Probeatant ministers do not
receive as much, even more?

And that is_in truth the so-called wealth of
our Oatholio clergy | )

As you ean peroeive, our clergy does not oost
the people so much.

GENAROSITY OF CAYNOLIC PRIMSYS,

het us mot omit to add ‘thay our elemy

returos to thu people a great part of this slender
revenue, It is, thanks to the generosity of the
clergy that are founded and maintained the
numerous lostitutions of ocharity—asyluma,
refuges and horpitals, and institutions of public
instruoction—which are seen all over Provinos,
You wounld be astonished, you Protestants, at
the number of young mer belonging to poor
families, whosa education, classical and aom-
mercisl, is paid for in whole or in part by our
good country priestsa; you wonld be equally
astonished at the nomber of legacies bequashed
by those good eurés to our colleges, on con-
dition that interest thereof to be employed to
mesb the ooat of the education of poor childrem,
All this, iv muat be admitted, is in the intereat
nf the people, and for ita benefit, and gives back
to it in another form what it has paid out as
tithe or caswel, and, as I stated oun s recent oc-
oasion, our Catadian olergy returns to the
paople, inone way or anosher, for purposen of
sducation or chanty, blessed and eanctified by
the Church, the tithe which it collects feom $he
people.

Thers is not » country in the world where
claesiosl and university education costs so littls
asit doea tn ohe OCatholics of our Provinoe,
whera it go fully within the reach of all, even of
the poorest ; tuere ia not one serious sensible
man who, knowingf in the slighteat cur system
of education, wonld retuse to admis that it is
snlaly to our olergy that we owe these inestim-
able advantages.

BELIGIQUS COMMUNITIES,

With a senere of honesty more than doubtful,
the editor of the Gleaner includes among the
Catholic clerzy sll the memuers of our religious
orders, not owitting membera of brotherhoodsa
and siaterhoods, This is a deception that it ia
unnecesssry specially to remark, for all well-
informed Protestants know perfectly well that
thesa brothers and sisters are no more members
of the Catbolic clergy tban the membera of the
rounicipal council of the city of London form
part of she Government of England. They be-
loog simply to the body of the faishinl, like all
other Catholics, who have abiolutely nothing to
do with the goveroment or the mansgemsnt ot
religlons affairs. The Church exists in all its
integrity outside of theee communities, whioh
are merely associations for the purposes of
charity and public instruction hey might
disappear without in the least affesting the
Clurgh ot Romes, The only difference that
would then b fult, as regards Oatholics of the
Province of Quebeg, is, thad in place of having
to take care of the siok and infirm as well aa for
the instruction of their childeen, brothers and
elsterr, who work gratuitoualy, withous other
rem . nrraticn than what is shrictly necessary vo
keep and olothe them modestly, Oatholics would
have to pay laymen, who moat certainly would
coss much more,

Permit me to cite ono example, in order to
ahow she truth of this mesertion.

We have in this province three asyluma
where the insane and idiota are maintained at
tbe expense of the guvernment, Two of these
are under the care of nuns, and snother, that of
Beauport, under layman. In thia asylum, she
annual cost for each patient is $133. At the
Longue Points Asylum, otherwise known as the
Asylum of 8t Sean de Dieu, which belonga to
the Siatera of Provideuoe, the Goveroment only
pays 8100 p:r eonum, And she Sisters of
Charity, who have unde: their care the Arvlum
of Saint Ferdinand d’Halifax, for idiatic
women, only receive 880 per annum for each
pat:ent. Ivis ackvowledged that the Langue
Pointe Asylum ie at least as well kept aa that
of Boauport ; ani yet the price ia $32 less. Aa
the Longue Poruve Asylum containe more than
a thousand patients kept at the expenee of the
goveroment, it is evidant that i.e Sisters enabls
the provioce bo economizs to the extent of $32.600
per anoum, compared to the amount whick it
would have bo pay if the asylum were kept by
laymen, as that of Beauport.

The same remark applies to the othar henevs-
lept ipsiitudicocs under the care of religions
orders. It apprars by the public accounta for
1889 that the numh r of benevolent institndions
aubsidized by the province ia 94, of which 73, or
77.7 per ceut. are under the care of religieus
order«, The sum paid tn all these inatitutions
ie 841,936, of which $14,480.33 to establishments
maintaioed by religions orders, and $17,475.67
for those kept by members of the laity, Prot-
estany and Catholic. That is to eay that
institatlons under the gare of religious orders,
which represent 777 per ocent., in number
and much more in importance, receive only
58.31 per ceat of the sums voted hy the Legis-
Iature fur the maintenance of benevoleat iustl-
tubions.

Do not these figures give me the right to
argert that, even from a material or pecuniary
point of view, the religious orders, whioh have
the care of these benevolent institutions, are nov
& burden upon the Uatholic people but a resl
benefit to it, a means of ralieving it from heavy
taxation ? In a Christian country, thera must be
mesus adapted, in ooe way or anothaer, to pro-
vide for the wanta of the aick, the infirm, the
orpbans, the poor, and of the thovsands of un-
fortunate creatures who, If not helped by some-
body, would necesearily drag on a wretched
existence or perish in the publio streets. This
inona of the firat dadies of mociety. In ather
aonntries this is provided for by taxation, by
the State or municipalities ; in the Pravinca of
Quebeo, Catholics sre free from these taxes,
beosuse their religious orders provide for these
wanta, snd gratuitously, with the exception of
the small allowanas voted by the Legislatura.

Where is there a reasonable man who con-
soientiously and soinersly would aay that such
orders live ab the expense of the people ! It is
indeed the contrary whioh is true ; it is the
paopie who Jive to & great extens ab the expense
of thess orders.

I would appeal to you, Proteptants “of the
other provinces, who do nobt know our institu-
tions ; you, whom a shameless fanatic wonld
wish to rouss agaimat these religious orders
which do 80 mnch good in our provines ; you,
who have in your hear{s sentiments of juatica
and Obristian charity, dome and see our con
vents, our asylums, our hospitals ; come and
ses bhem av work, see with your own eyes the
1118 they sllevinte, the misery they soothe ; you
will return, I am certain, fully convinced that
thess orders deserve anything but condemnation
on the part of Ohristians worthy of the name,
be they Protestant or Catholie. - You would be
astoniahed at the sight of the good done by these
ordera with the small resouroes at their dls-
posal ; you wonld leave those sanotuarfes of
Obristian charlty with the aame sentiments as
thoza of a distinguishe? Protestant of our pro
vines, the Hon. J. G. Robertson, whose atéach-
ment to Probestantlsm is undoubted. Thia is
what be eaid during his budget spesch in
1884;

- OPINIOR OF HONOBABLR KR, ROBEETRON.

** Bome yoars ago I vislted theas instituiions
in Montres!, and I waa nod only gratifed and
surpriied st the improvament manifested by
the puplls ander the eare and inatenetions they
mrnd. but tull of admiration at the Obristian

s0d philenthropic apirit manifested by those in
charge of thess institutions, and_then made up
my mind that every assistancs I could render
them I wotld gladly do to the best of my
sbility. All hovor te the philanthropio indi-
viduals and communitien who devote their
means and personal effects in aid of those so
griavously aflicted by Providenon’

Sach e the teatimonv of a Protestant who
har been enguged in publio life for wimoss a
querr of & century, Minister and Treasurer in
a1z differens Conservative governments. Should
nob the teatimony of a man of that standing be
agespted in preference to that of an obscure
journalist, hardly known tvo the handfnl of
resders who live in his neighborhood? Ib may
ba allowable to have prejudices, but reason will
permit no man to be st open war with logic and
sound senwe.

ADYANTAGKS OF THESE INBTITUTIONS.

Our teaching communities aecmre to us also
tncontestable eduocational advantages. [ do
not hesitate to eay that in our convents and
girly’ boardiog schools, insbruction doea wot
cosb half as much as it doss in Protestand {nsti.
tations of a like nature. The Christian
Brothers and other orders also give to young
men & superior education, almost for nothing, if
we compare it with its cost im other placas,
Aceirdlog to the repors of the Superintendent
of Public Inatruction for 1888, there arsin the
teaching body, 1804 sisters, 585 brothers, and
322 members of the olergy, that is, 322 priests
or ecclesinatica, According to this report the
average salary paid to lay teachers ia 8363 per
annum, snd that paid to clerical teachers,
hrothers and ecclesiantica, 1s only $205 or 8154
less; so that these 907 clerical teachers cost
yearly $143,306 less than sn equal number of
lay teschern, These figures are found in a
public and official document.

Aqd these are the mambers of religious orders
whaom Mr. S:llar represents to Protestants of
the other provinoes as parasites, living at the
expense of che people, a cause of ruin for
the Oatholic population of the Provinen of
Quebec,

Iais passible to be guilty of a greater outrage
sgainse trush?

TAXATION OF EELIGIOUS PROPRBTIES.

Willfully confusing together the properties of
religlons communities with those of the charcbes,
Mr. Beller says that they are held in mortmain,
snd sre ‘ exemptb from taxation.”

This sgain s nothing but mis representadion.

True it is that ounr religiona ordera possess
their properties in mortmain, in the wense that
thess propertias beloog to the rrder as a collec-
tive bndy, s & moral being, and not to ite mem-
bers in particuisr ; bub this dees not prevens
these properties from being within the domain
of commercs, that ia. of being sunsceptible of
purchase and seale Jike property belonging to
private individoale, Aax & queation of fact, I
know of many such sales, The Quebec Semin-
sy of St. Sulpice snd msny othor religious
orders have sold their properties, when favor.
able opportunities were offered ; shey still con-
ttnue such sales, aa sleo do other communities
of bhe same kind,

Atall events, shis ownsrship in mortmain is
neb an abtribute of the religious characters of
these orders ; i¥ is merely ths application of the
general Inw which governs all gorporations of
this kind whather DProtestant or Ostholic.
Hence 1t is folly 80 seek to find in thie order of
things » disability fur Proteatants whn partici-
pate and benefis by the law, sbaolutely in the
sume manner as Catholica. It is a matter of
public order, the application of the general
law of aorporations, and it ia only ignorance or
bad faith which would find therein something
of which to complain,

As o vaxation, Mr, Sellar ia simply untruth.
ful, when he says in a general manuer that the
property of religiona corporations is exempt
from taxes. Thisis what 14 lsid down by Ar.
ticle 712 of our Municip i Code, which refers to
ths matter :—

h“ 712. The iollowing property is nob tar-
able :

1, Property belooring to Ier Majesty, or
held o trust for her use ;

** 3. Property bolonging to Fabriques, or ra-
liglous, charitable, or education institutiona ar
corpomtions, or occupied by such Kabriques,
inavitutions or corporationa anly for the end
for wlich they wers established, and not pos.
sessed solely by them to derive a revenue tliare-
from.” .

As easily seen, the exemption applies only
and exclusively to properties which the raligious
order uges direoctly for ing particular ends. Thus
the (Quebec Seminary owns in the city of Yus
bec, besidles the land on which are erected the
buildings of the Saminsry itselt acd of Laval
Univenity, a number of other praperties which
have besn bequeathud to it for the purpose of
aidipg o bhe education of poor children, On
thesa last-named properties, the Seminary pays
munieipal taxes like other ownars, and the ex-
emption existe in its favor ouly upon properties
devoted to purposes of education.

The iame sbate of things exists in (Jnebes for
the Ursulines, snd at Montreal for the Gentla.
men of 8b. Sulpice, the Lsdies of the Congrega-
tinn, the Sisters of the Hotel Dau, af the
Geners! Hoapital, eto., eto  These institutions
have ersoted stores and shops on the aites of
thelr old establishmentn in the centre of’ the
city, and on these they pay saxes hike all other
proprietors.

his exempblon, moreover, exists in like
manner in favor of all benevolent and educa-
tional {nstitutions whether Protestant or
Oatholis. I can add that Protestants never
mis the cocomsion to avail themselves of this
privilegs and to bave recourse o the courts ip
order to avold the paywent of taxes whigh
municipalities sometimes endeavor to impose
on their properties, exempt though they are
from sazes,

Thus, thin exemption of taxation whioh xo
jars upom Mr. Sellar’s weak nerves does not
apply toall religlous properties and {s mob an
exclusive privilezs in favor ot Catholio institn.
tions ; it flows from the common law, which is
based, not on the religious character, which has
nothing to do with is,but on the purpose and end
of the institutione, which are of publia order and
interest. In our Province, aven among Catho-
lics, some are of opinion that these exemptians
should Bot exist ; othera malntain the contea-
ry; it i& s question under discussion ; but
these opinions sre based on economic reasnna
and pot on religions oconsiderations. The
same diversity of opinion exlsts among Prolest-
ants, who cannot reasonably compiain of
the system by which they benefit equally with
Oatholics,

THB OATHOLIC CLERGY.

Mz, Sellar aaserta that the priests, members
of religious orders and sistera nze 8000 in number
in our Province, and that addirg to these " the
lay servants and depsndents, there muet be 20,-
000 whote dsily bread comes trom this gigantic
orﬁ,ninﬁon. " -

.This pleo is one of thess assertions which is
is diffoulé %0 qualify otherwise than ssa lping
statement,

The smumber of prievw and hishopa in the

Province is given exaotly in the calendar ; it ls
1269 ; the number of membars of bLroshsrhoods
and sisterboode devoting themeelves to teaching
18 gisen in the Report of the Buperiniendand of
Public Instruction ; it is 2889 and add 1000,
which is more than the actusl nnmber, for ths
brothers and sisters, who devove themselvas to
works of chazity in  bhospitals, refuges and
asylums of every kind, and we have a total of
4658, or about one-half the number given by
Mcr. Sellar,

Axs to servauts, whom he estimates to be 13,-
000 in number, I assers that they do not exoeed
3000 and T challenge him to prova sha contrary.
In almowt sl] the commuaities, there ace lay
sisters aud lay brothern engiged im the manual
labars of the communities, 8o that the number
of lay servents la almost nothing. The pumber
of servants of parl*h priesta ix quiet sa incon-
siderable, aud mont certaloly does not exceed
1500. By adding the servants of the religious
orders, we have a total of 4500 'or nat mora thau
a third of the number given by Mr Sellar. That
is to say, that far from reaching dhe figore of
20,000, the prpulation of which this gentlemsa
spoake in ab the utmost 6188, Simply sn error
of more than half |

BERVICES AND LABORS OF THESE PERSONS.

What is returned to the Catholics of the Pro-
vince ol (Juebec by the 9153 persona? NMost
parfect rehigious service, ruperior tducaticn in
all ite branchews, cormmercial and sgricultural
{nsbeuctions, the care snd tnaintaipance of the
poor, the orphaas, the infirm, the sick aud of all
thes unfortunates who depend upon publie
oharity. Are these worke not antlicently use-
fully to emplov 9158 pereons in & pupulation of
1,170,718 peoplse ?

It in seid shat comparisons ars odious. If [
did not fear to expoee myaelf to the re-
proach of making them, I would make one
which would ex pose mora clearly the fu!l extent
of the injustice of which Mr. Sellar bas
been guilty towarde our clergy and the reli-
@tous communitieg of Oatholics in the Provinoe
of Quebeo,

To zive greater eifech to hia falsa representa-
tione, our Quebec Loyalist oppoeres the 3000
Protestant mininters to the pretended 20,000
persons living on religion in the Province of
Quebec. To arrive at the latter figur+ he
includes the brothers, the sisters, the servants,
In facs everyons that his imagination asu eum-
mon, Let us adopt the sama method of calcula-
tlon for Ontario. Your 3000 ministern are
heada of familiss and support thefr wivea and
ohildren. It would not be exaggerating, [
think, to sssume that these 3000 families eom-
prise at an average five persoma each, which
glves at once a population of 15,000 souls. It is
reasonable t0 suppose av leant one servant for
each of these familles, which gives 3000 more,
forming a tatal of 18,000 persona ‘‘ whose dail
hread comes from bhis gigantic orgsnization.’
For the eamae ends, that 18 to eay, for the care
of souls or the servios of public worahip, we
find in the Province of (Quebso only 2300 persons
at the moat ; that 1a bo eay 1000 priesta and 1500
servants,

The difference is great enough to render san-
gible the exaggeration and falsshood coutained
tn Mr. Sellar’s letter.

Lat us mnake another comparison.

I have previously whown that 9,158 priests,
brathers, alstera and servants whom wa have
here, provide us with religlous eervice, oduca-—»
tion ip all ita branchea for both sexes, and also
with the care of our benevolent inetitutions,
and as far ae the lstter are congarned a4 their
own charge and caat, In Ountario the people are
vbliged ta support a population twice. as greas
merely to seoure religious eervica; they have
further to support the mnembera of their preach-
tng bodies ae well as those engaged in benevo-
lont establishments, who are at loast &s numer-
oun ne thoes whoee daily bread comes from reli-
gious service.

I leave to impsrbial people the task of draw-
ing the proper conclusions and of judging whes
opinion should be formed of the veracity of Mr.
Sullar, the worthy editor of the @leaner and the
unworthy co-worker of the Equal Rights Asso-
ciation, if ohat body has the least respect for
justice and truth,

I way be here allowed to {ndicate the causs
of the ridioulous exaggerationa Into whivh cer-
talo perscas allow themaelvea to be deawa whew'
speaking of the so called wealth of the Cathglig
olergy.

INFFERENCE IN THE EXPENBES OF CATHOLIG
PRIZATS AND PROTERTANT MINISTEES.

There exists a decided differance as 8o tbe re-
rpuctive positions of the Catholio priest and the
Protestant minister. Owing to celibacy, the
farmer has ta provide only for bis own auppors,
whilat the latter has to maintain & whole
family,

With an income of five or six hundred dollars,
the Cutholio priest lives comfortably, can even
practive a few zmall economies which acolesiastic=
al discipline obligea him to employ in good
works. The Protestans minister, on the con-
trary, vnly finds what is abariutely naceasary
for himself and his family in an incoms of six
hundred dollars, and if bla salary is sufficently
large %0 permit him to economize, he very
naturally employes the amount of his savings
for the benefit of hia family In place of devoting
it exolosively to inatitutions of learning,
benevolenoe and charity.

It in thus that are formed in greab pary, by
our olergy,and without in the least over-barden-
ing vhe faithtul, those resources with which are.
created and maintsined the greater number of
these Catholic institutions which are the ad-
miration of every one not blind by prejudice.
That which the Protestant minister gives to his
own family, the Roman Oatholic priest devotex
to the use of the people and bo works of public
benavolenos.

Whab ia there in all this which ocan be taken
as & caune of disability for Protestants, aspoially
for Provestants of the other provinoas? Imis
our fault if, because of their marriage, the sap-
port of Protestant ministera is mors expensive
and does nob permit them 8o make, ss do Oatho-
lic prieste, gifta and legacies to institutions of
publio bensvalenoe ?

15 is to this that is reduced the so-called
wealth of the Catholic churoh.

I more or less undersvand that you, Mz,
Oaven, who live in a Protestant province and
who can only know cuperficlally our religious
orgenization, shonld allow youraelf to be drawn
joto these exaggerations on this question; but as
to your co-laborer, Sellar, wholives in the midst
ot & Catholio populasion and pretends to kaoow
sheir institutions, it is unpardonable dishonesty
on his part, which should stamp upon bis brow
a atigma whioh for oharity's sske I will not
particulatiza,

(Continued on Fourth and Fifth Pazes,)
—————— e

Welloffe :  ** Are yon engaged in any indus-
trial purauit yet!"” Harduppe: “Iam.
am s#ill hunting work.”

“Shert and sweet,” remarked the grocesr as

tied up thirte oes of '
ihi."lﬂl:phul.? it "dw



