
LITTLE BOW=LEGS.
ILt ccrtaitiy wxas a drýcdfutl day ini tte miuddle

of Matrets .b hlect xsas beirtg driveut iii clouds

aioig the strects liv a kecut cat wiqid, antd roads
anîd pîavemnxuts wure dee1î iii skiait. Nurse
G.ranut tPaused jhlat vi tItin uthtle t itreshluod oh a
suttail iouse iuî ("Id Road, Stcpticy. t qîiftirl lier
tunîbirelia aud gatiier tip lier akirts. 1 wil
Cal I tgain uthtIi es'eut i î, lrs. E saîls, bu t 1
thîiuk te dauigcr- la past fo0r tue liresclit, aund
you îîeed not lue tuieatsy."

Il '[laik .osu, gu uss, I 'uti su re. i'leasc G.od,
tlîigîgs wsiil go better uîows.

IlWeil, i rcally, tlîiîk site la roîuîîd te cornier;
buit lie sure site takes pieuity tif iiolsiiiutet.-
Good-niortistg .

- It, nuss, i uîearly forgot, so I did ! Wii
yt just cail at No. 9 aud sec Uittie Bow-lcgs -,

'[le nurse tîodded ;site xvas aiready out in
te street, and tîte wiîid %votuld bave drowîued

ait> verbal rcply. H er biack vcil xvas biowut
across bier face, bier tuutbrella creaked vwiti tue
straut uport it, aud nturse gave a littie sîtiver as
site liturricd aiouig, ptisltcd ou by the wind as by
tutseît Itauds. Wbeuî she reacbed No. 9, sie
gave a sltarp double rap at the kiocker, and
ilîcît satcited a grztiltg lu the pavement to the
ieft. A face appeared belo.v it presently, aîîd
uturse îîodded ; a momentt after tue door swuuig
openî, anîd nturse dived lutto tbe wselcomre shel-
ter.

-Vî.ry dark dolIvr-stairs to-day, isuit it, Miss
M loses,?

I tl la so, nturse ; but Il'un glad ail tue rootis arc
iet."

i I'J raillier bave olie 'up.stair roouii iet , I
t litk , antd get m ore I igli t and aitr. I w"~ ider i
dolt't have Yîtu for a patient, l viii iii a cell:îr
like tlitt n <durse s litl< lier lei ecrls u
liegaui to cli uitb t(lic stai rs. 01u ie tccouid I lai utding
site opeted a dooir and cuîtered a ioxv roouu lit bv
orte sunali dir-ty xvistdow. Titere %vas a bcd iut
onte corrter of the rooiîî, anud a large table c0ver-
etd \itIt crockery, sewiutg i:terials, paliers, &.
saliod iii tîte tiddie. The walîs svcre lituug xviih
bird-cage s of every descriptiont, sorte %vreîchued
little woodeut tiig', otiters îi ce larg-e breediutg-
cage s,, anîd ail occupicd b>' birds, %%,ho xvere Iluit-
tering autd singiuîg auîd fuiling the rooin svil
ntoise. Several striungs serc stretclîed acrosa tue
ceiigig, fronm vhicîî d4tuup garuteuits xvere iiutg
and diving tnder ditesel unurse rcaciued tue Çtre-
place, before wbiclt a sutaîl boy xvas sittin g.He
Iiad utot lucard lier enter beca'tuse of the birds
but directîx' lie sawx lier, lie got up fromn the floor,
auid sei/inIg variotus ratga. thurew them ove r the
cages front wluici tbe lotudest sougs xvere thih-
intg, aud tîteu pushed forwvard a chair and said
ISit dowui." lie svas a boy of about seveit,

xvitb a %veil.shiaped Iied and clear pale coniplex-
iout ; ou i s face xvas a grave expressioni as of
oute xveiglied dowvu by %vcary experielîces.

hl-He la x'erv. in, nturse. I)o 3 ou thîiuîk lie caui
lise? F>ile la to be uit>, very owr'i, if lue doca ;" and
lue lield un a xvretclied -look i ig cauary lue liad
inceiî ctiddlin-r under lus coat.

IL t ook<s very iii. Ji. Has it cauiglit cold ?

,i b'lies'e so. lic used ti siuîg beautiful,
lietter utor aIl the otiters put tiigciiicr, and utos
I tltirîk lie'i die."

1 h lope not.-But you didui't seuîd for utc to
sec thte cauîary, did vou ?"

INo, nturse." 'Élie boy paîused and covered
up luis bird. Il i xvaut to go to tue 'ospital.'

Il'un afraid, deutr bay, thîey caru't do auytlîing
for >'ou lucre."

IOIt yeý, thcy can - they caît do mast auy.
tiig. Do take me."

But, jim, il îvould be a horrid operationu
anJ yotu would biave ta stay in bed for weeks."

i Jouît care i doîî't cane for ntuffin, so as tç
lie like olter bonys. Nov, 1 catît runm, but
touiibies dosvui, and tliey sitouts aftcr uine eveny
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witere ' 1There goes Little Bow-iegs !-' Tîte
boy's voice quivered, and nurse iooked distressed.

Jutit thens the door opened, and a woman came
iu with a black bundle in bier amnis. - Bless me.
nurse, is that you ? Sure you are good to tîtat
box'. I duinîo wbat lie would do witbouit the
books vou lend hîîtî, for lie caiî't play lîke other
boys. "

IIs tîtat %vork, Mrs. Nlillii?-Hlow are >'ou
gettîîtg oin

The %voînlan uupinned the blaîck buiudle and
threw ir oit the bcd. Il Flaîtuel trousers, nurse.
A nice job to do lu a nituck of a rooîît like ibis.
Tltey birds sprinklc dirty Ivater over evcry-
tlîîîîg."

-Better thaît no Ivork ; and the birds paid te
doctor's bilIl las t year."

Tîtat's trac too.--low's Betty Evais ?

Site is mach better to-day.--Abouit titis boy
of yours, M,%rs, Millan ;lie says luewaîîts to go to
the hospital to sec if tbcy cau straiguien bis legs.
Wltat do you wisb ?"

W/lith ! I wislu l'd nex'er married It is fatier.
IIe's got Itis fatber's legs, and be'il get lsis fatb-
er's teutiper soon, I specs."

I dou't know aiiytluing about lus fatîter ; but
1 tltink jim is the best and most intelligenît boy
of luis age that I know. -Do you wisb bimn ta go
ta tue bospital ?"

IAs lie likes," rcplied Mrs. Millan careiessly.
1 don't believe notbing will tiake those legs

straiglît. 'Taint as tîtougu it were an accident
it rugis iii the fainily."

If anytluing could be done, it would probably
be by breakiug the bottcs of botît legs, aud tîte
bax' xould be lu bcd a montb.-Could you le
quietly oit your back for four weeks, Jim ?"

Veor a year so as I sltould bc like otîter

If lite's set onit i, nurse, Fie'd better go, if you
cuti give lurnm a letter."

I 1,%ill give iuti a letter," said uiur.sc, risiuig.
Site glanccd round tue crotvded little roosm, anid
loitged Io put iii a plea l'or more space anîd liglit;
bult experience bad tauglit lier it was uiselcss.
The MN1illaîts were very respectable ;but tîte
lîisbiaud %v'as an eittbusiastic polîticiaui, aud lus
sf1 re titîte aîtd cashi xere devoted to the cause of'
Itis particular crecd. Ile also ltad legs so b-owved
as io he a lildeous deformity, aîîd pcrliaps tItis
lt.îd liclped to etiîbitter*tbe uîiîi's spirit. Poor
Mrs. Millaru had a liard tinte of it often witb titis
canîuaukcrous butsbaîid of biers, anîd ber speech
it;d groivi very sharp, lier nature liard, tbrouglî
constant collision witb the mais she bad înarried
front love and pity. Site liad to work to kecp
tlie htome together ; and smaîl rooin tbough that
hiome consistcd of, it xvas ofteu dillicult ta pay
tc rant. So nturse made no comiplainit of tce
uti idy close rooni, but wvrapped lier clo.îk arotind
lier, aud noddiug good-bve to J liii, veut forfth
iîtto the storm-driveîî streets agalît.

Tîtat vers' afteruoon site applied to lthe niatron
of the Di.strict Nursing Society, and sccured ai
out-paticitta letter for L.ittle Boxv-Iegs. Site
sa.rcely tbougltt tbe surgeons xvould attemipt to
straigîlten sucbi crooked limbs; but tîte boymitrlttt
beconie more content xvere lite once persuaded
tht lus burdei svas iutevitable.

Mrs. Millan took Jiun to tîte liospital tue uext
Satuirday afteruooît. Tlîcy fourîd many frierids
in iie titi ot-pat icuits' waitiutg-ltall, antd hMrs. Mil1-
lait enjoyed a good gossip before Jinî's turut caine
to eniter te surgeout's room. At hast te porter
passed lier it ; aud a nurse it a whîite cap and
apron came forsvard aud took the letter, autd

*after giaîîcing at it, stripped off jim's slîoes and
stockings and set hlm oui a chair before tîte sur-

*geon. A fesv rapid questions xvere asked, and
several of te students examiuîed the legs.

My hoy, do yois wynut your legs put
straiglit "' askcd tite surgeon at last.

t Vessiu."
''ou are quite sure you are xvlliîtg to bcar

soutie pain ?''

Give biint a ticket fo r the chiidren's ward,
Smiiti. -Next case, nurse."

Jim's heart failed hlmn for a moment when lie
f, tud bimiself in the long ward wvith so manv
curitus eçes fixed on hini as lie waiked along in
luis uuavmaner. li'very one seenied very
busy ;'and a nurse ivbisked a screen rouind a
crib and slipped jiim into bed in no Limne, and
thben djsntlissed bis miother, telling bier to corne
agaîni fhli ext ai'ironoon. *jim pulied the clotbcs
over bis head and cried a littlc ; but presently a
baby girl iu flic next crib began crowing at bim,
aud Jimi played bo-peep %vith bier through the
bars. Gradually lie gatbered courage to look
around. There were sucb lots of pictures and
toys and flossers abouit iu this large briglit
roomi, that J imi tbougbit it must bc like tbe fairy
palace iii the book Nurse Grant liad lent hinm.
Preseiîtlv tîtere camne down the ward a taI1 svo-
man iii a dlark dress, but wcaring a soft white
cap svith long floating strings, and a daiutty
aprosi. Sbie had tîte most beautiful face jim liad
ever seccu, and site svas always smilinig. There
wverc some people svbo kulew Sister Moita weil
wbio said titat wben site wasnl't smiling lier face
tIvas the saddest face ou cartît. But Jini neve-
saw Sister without a smile ; auJ because of tbe
love and compassion that divelt iii her eyes, hie
alivays tbougbt she looked like tbe pbotograplb
of the Christ svhicbi liung opposite bis bied. Tbe
Sister stood beside lus crib wlîile sie read bis
entrance ticket ;then site biad a look at the
poor crookcd legs. Site talked clteerfully to
j im aIl tîte time, but seenied t uitderstand, as
ito orue else bad doue, xvbat a grievous afilictioji
is an ever-preseuit defornuity. However tbe
îtzxt day, wheoi Mrs. Millai camie, Sister took
lie io liter own little rooit aîtd asked lier seri-
ously to coitaider %vlteiler site dosired lier soit
to tiudergo aui operation before site camie to a
fital decision.,

IBless nic Sîster, I brouiglît hit lucre for ait
op tîoit. i cert ait iy ai n't :igoinrg to taIse t iii

ont -glt He gave ntc no peace tilI 1 brouglit
hbllt ; now lucre lite iust stop tli suuitîat's

sister turned away auid weitt to questiont Jiîtî
but lie oruly reitcrated luis îrotluer's slateiecîts.
ls one tvlslt wvas to be like otîter boys.

IL was Tucsday afteruooit when tîte celebrat-
cd atirgeon, Mr. Pell Taylor, caute to make a
thioroulul examination of Jim. He xvas foillow-.
CLI bv a crowd of studeuits, to w'lom lite poiîtted
out the most remarkable features of tîte case.
He bade tbem ntotice tîte absenîce of aIl siguts of
rickets ;lie commeutted oit tbe straîlgeness of
sc a deformity bciug iniîerited ;and be told
tîteit at tîte outside world would say osteo-
tom>' %was a cruel operation, itot to be under-
takeit nierely for tîte cure of a deformity ; yet
it was at tîte express wvish itot ouîly of tbc par-
enit, but of thte sîttaîl patientt liiîtîsolf, tOtnt lie
%vas about to perform tbat operation. Aîîd iu
conclusion be bade tîte dresser of tîte case make
a c.ust of tîte legs as tbcy dieu svere, sud told
Sister t0 htave Jiîn lu ntîte theatre the ncxt da), at
tlîree o'cilc.

After ltiI poor Little l3ow-legs xvas oulv a
child, and xvas very frigbterted wîteu tîte tîite
for tîte operatioît drexv uear. But lie kuiev
tiotbirtg about it. He remcmbercd wakiîîg up
aiud feelinîg very sick, and bis legs pýained huii,
and lite cried a great deal. Theit lie slept agalit;
but wvbeu lie woke, tîte pain svas still tîtere, antd
Iiis hîead aclted, aîtd lie cried agalît. Tteit Sis-
ter came aîîd tried to soothe him, but lie scarce-
iy lieeded her tilI site said "Look rit vour
legs, Jimi."

He dried Itis eyes, arud Sister thxrew off thec
bedclotilîs--aud there svere two straiglît legs
tigitly baîîdaged up betveeiî tîtîn woodei
boards, and slitg Ironsi at iron cradle. le
gazed lu ainazement.

-rThat's riglît, dear ; doit't cry ait> more, for


