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DIOCESE OF GLOUSTER AND BRISTOL.
VistTATION oF THE Driocese.—The Visitation was
held at our Cathedral on Thursday last, by Dr.
Phillimore, the Chancellor of the Diocese. We much
regret that owing toill-health, our respected Diocesan,
who had decided on Wednesday to be present, was
strictly forbidden to encounter the fatignes and excite-
ment which such a meeting would naturally produce.
It was not till the end of last week that his Lordship
was enabled to fix the days for Visiting; though the
notice was thus brief we never recollect so few of the
Clergy absent. At the conclusion of Mr. Canon
Harvey's able Sermon, Mr. Barrow announced from
the altar the deep regret the Lord Bishop feit at being
compelled to relinquish the intention he had formed of
meeting his Reverend brethren ; he had, however,
requested his secretary to place in the hands of each
of his Clergy a printed eopy of his Charge, which the
present state of his health prevented him d-livering 10
person. The names of the Clergy were thén called
over by the Deputy-Registrar, after which the Chan-
cellor dismissed them with a brief speech, and retired
to the Chapter-room, where he received the present-
ments of the Churchwardeus, none of which were 0
any interest excepting that from Stapleton parishes,
which led to a scene.

We subjoin extracts from his Lordship’s Charge,
upon the principal topies touched upon by his Lord-
ship:—

Spn«omcu. Actron.—The earliest attempt at a
moyement in favour of the revival of the legislative
action of Convocation which I ean remember, took
place twenty-five years ago, when at the meeting of 2
new Convoecation I had the honour to be chosen Pro-
locutor of the Lower House. By those who at .that
time mooted the question, its merits were but little
considered or understood; and the proposal of an
address to the Crown, soliciting leave to proceed to
dispatch of business, was opposed by the prevalent
feeling of the members then assembled. I took the
occasion of the speech addressed by the Prolocutor to
the Synod, to mention some of the difficulties and in-
conveniences which lay in the way of the suggested
renewal at a time when no particular advantages could
be expected, and no special call existed for such 2
measure. A quarter of a century has greatly a.ﬁ‘ec.ted
the position of things and of persons: :the constitution
of Parliament has been changed by the introduction of
a large body of religionists, who act together in the
closest party alliance for purposes hostile to the Church.
There is, now, therefore, a peculiar objection to the
discussion of Ecclesiastical suhjects in euch an assem-
bly; while there have arisen considerations making it
desirable for the Church to have an authorized settle-
ment of certain material points, which must otherwise
remain in doubt and dispute. On the first view of
this subject, it would seem impossible to deny that
our Church requires, like every other association,
whether civil or religious, the operation of some coun-
cil, which, possessing the confidence of its members,
may be invested with power to make rules for its

government, and to aiter them so as to meet the con~

tinual innovations introdnced by time into humin
establishments. The precedent of such a council dates
from the first Synod held in Jerusalem by the Holy
Apostles, and has been followed in every age and in
every form of the Christian Church. And as thelavs
to which we are subject have all originated in Syodiecal
assemblies, 89 there is a sort of x sjty thae it moulg
D& MRSy similar authority. g&&{’ a ‘péw:Wn
operation in this country till one hundred and thirty-

seven years ago; since which time,* though' the forms

have been scrupulously preserved, the efficienzy of our
provincial Synods has been suppressed by the Royal
authority. As the case which induced this inierruption
in the weeting of the Convocation of Canterbury was
of a peculiar and temporary nature, it appears unrea-
sonable that the same interdict should be continued
long after the motive hasceased to operate. But those
who would form a just opinion of the case, must

. mot be content with a superficial view, but con-

sider what was the real condition of that council, of
which the Church has been so long deprived, In the
first place, the two Provincial Synods possessed inde-
pendent and co-ordinate authority. Differences and
digsensions between them were indeed avoided by the
general acquiescence of the Synod of York in the reso-
lutions of the larger province ; yet the contingency of
discordant resolutions was always possible, and
threatened no less an evil than schism in the Church.
“ Again, the constitution of the Convocation of
Capterbury. which alone was regarded as the Ecclesi-
astical senate, never was well defined ; and the privi=
leges of the Lower House, as distinet from the Upper
or Episcopal, were a subject of continued controversy.
Indeed the rights of Convoeation have proved a
topic of eager contention, engaging some of the
most learned and acute of our Ecclesiastieal antiqua-
ries : but the labours of Wake, Kennet, Atterbury, and
other combatants had but little practical effect beyond
keeping alive the spirit of party division. From the
time that the Clergy gave up the ancient eonstitutional
right of being taxed for the neeessities of the State by
their own representatives in Convocation, (in the
exercise of which privilege they had invariably shown
themselves more liberal than the Parliament), the
weight and importance of the Sytod, ina political point
of view, had passed away. The great change took
place in the year 1664; and the subsequent history of
the Convoeation, when permitted to sit and debate,
contains littie msre than a record of the strugles between
the High and Low Church parties, and contests on
E;mts of constitutional privileges between the two
ouses. A motion for censuring books or passages in
hook_s bearing upoo some controverted doctrines, or
oflering scope for party differences, was the usual
ground on which those contests were carried on : and
in the mean time the press interested all the community
in the disputes of Convocation. The last of these
occasions happened to engage an extraordinary quan-
tity of attention, and to irvolve the public mind in
great and continued agitation; and the bearing of
the subject being connected with political feelings,
the Ministry of the day, to which the majority of the
Lower House were opposed, determined to suspend
the operations of the body hy a proragation. There
1§ NO reason to suppose that more was intended by the
Statesmen who recommended that measure, than the
termination of a proceeding which was found incon-
venient by the Government, or that the interraption
of Synodical procecdings was meant to be more than
temporary : indecd there bad been a recent precedent
for ten years. - But whatever may have been the cause
or the eoncurrence of causes, the fact is, that from
1717 to the present day, the Convocation has never
been suffcred to exercise its legislative power: in the
mean lime its election, its summons, its meeting, and
the Address to the Throne, have been continued with

serupulous regularity : but the Royal permission,
without which they can neither debate nor decree any
thing, has been uniformly withheld.
“ Several events of late years. and particularly the
dispusition which has manifested itself to examine with
minuteness the Lex Scripta of our Rubrics and Canons,
have produced a prevailing opinion that without the
intervention of the legislative power of the Church,
exercised in its legitimate Synod, neither our prescnt
difficulties can be removed, nor due provision be made
for godly quietness and peace in future. It is true that
an assemblage of the English Bishops has frequentl
been consulted by the Primate upon questions whic
might from time to time call for the interposition of
authority : but independently of the difficulty of obtain-
ing the unanimous assent of the Bench upon matters
which admit shades of difference in sentiment, the judg-
ment of that body, having no legal authority, can never
carry with it the weight, or possess the efficacy be-
longing to the recorded decrees of a council sanctioned
by the supreme power of the State. These, and many
other considerations, which will readily occur, have
brought many, even among persons generally averse
from experiments, to an inevitable conclusion that the
time has arrived which calls for the revived energies
ofa Convocation. Neither is this opinion confined to
those of one party, nor do I believe it to have any bear-
ing upon points, whether religious or political, where
dig‘erences of opinion exist. In wishingthe restoration
of a deliberative body possessing the é)ower of legis=
lating in the Church, no reflecting mind-can be insen-
sible to the danger, or fail to perceive the mischievous
urposes to which such an assembly might be turned.
t is possible, however, that greater danger may be
threatened from the absence of such power. By no
authority less than that which enacted our Rubrics and
our Canons can they be revised or improved, be the
demand for such alteration ever so cogent, The con-
sequence of leaving nfatters as they are is, for the pre-
sent, continued agitation, and schism or disruption in
prospect. The idea of recalling into activity an as-
sembly known only to historical or artiquarian research,
may remind people of the awful experiment which took
place in France, of summoning the long neglected
States General, a body which, instead of reforming
abuses, overthrew not nnle{ the Government, but the
whole legal, moral, and religious fabric ot society, and
subjected the country to alternate anarchy and tyranny,
accompanied by horrors of which history has scarcely
an example. But except in the intervention of a long
interval, the two cases will -admit of no parallel. In
one, the proceedings were from first to last of a godless
character; in the other, the views of all parties concur
in the promotion of Gad’s glory, and the pacification
and extension of Christ’s kingdom upon earth.

Let me, however, earnestly impress upon you, that
no ene ought to desire the restoration of an acting Con-
vocation, without such a reform in its constitution as
the altered circumstances cf the country and of the
Church demand. In the early period of our history,
to which the origin of these Synods is to be traced,
from difficulty of travelling and the want of suitable
qualifications and suitable means amongst the generahty
of the parochial Clergy, two Proctors from each Dio-
cese were thought sufficient to represent that body; a
number which has continued nunaltered, while the Ca-
thedral dignitaries are at least a hundred. I apprehend
that no arrangement of this matter will be satisfactory
to the Church or the community, except such as will
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not in separate Synods, bat in the same House of Con-
vocation. = These remarks I have thought fit to make
upon a subject which I have never before mentioned to
my Clergy, but which the current of events must in-
evitably force upon their consideration. Having my-
self for a long time entertained serious doubts as to the
policy of a restored Synodical action, and having con-
vinced myself by reflection that the peculiar-difficultics
under which we now labour cannot be otherwise re-
moved, and that a recurrence to the opinion of the
Church, speaking in its anthorized and legitimate
character, is becoming expedient, I have felt it right
to declare so muck to my Clergy; that in case they
should feel disposed to solicit the gracious permission
of the Sovereign, without which no Convocation can
act or even deliberate, they may know that they will
be acting with the approbation and concurrence of
their Diocesan.”

PreSENT CONDITION oF THE CLERGY.—Thereare
two dispositions of mind equally to be avoided by those
who wish for human improvement—a complacent sa-
tisfaction with the existing order of things (a feeling
which has been expressly termed sufficiency), and a
desponding view of the efforts made to attain excel-
lence, arising from a sense of difficulties yet to be sur-
mounted in Striving after perfection. The one has a
tendenc?’ to represent exertion as unnecessary, the other
as hopeless. To the latter of these two extremes the
Statement, however unintentionally, would conduct us.
When T consider the amelioration which has taken
place in all the particulars to which the efforts of the
Clergy are applicable during the time of my own
Episcopate, DOW. in its twenty-second year, I find
abundant reason for thankfulness to the Great Head of
the Church, and a convincing proof that His favour and
protection has not deserted glis household. During
these years a large number of new Churches has been
erected for the accommodation of the inereased popula-
tion both in our town and country parishes; and this
blessed work continues to advance with undiminished
spirit while in the mean time, mzny of the old
Churches in all parts of the Diocese have been rebuilt
and a still greater number have been architeclma!lg;
restored, and by means of improved interjor fittings
rendered capable of containing larger congregations,
Such operations, carried on by different parishes will;
the zeal and emulation which'a holy cause inspires, are
attended with the additional benefit of opening the
Churches to all classes of the communit ; and remov-
ing by amicable arrangement that invidious and exclu-
sive claim to seats which has proved in its consequences
so severe an evil to our national establishments, and
such a fruitful source of dissent. These works c;nnot
of course be effected without great pecuniary sacrifices
on the part of the laity : ‘and the unexampled cheerful-
ness with which we see them made by parishes and
individoals, seem conclusively to refute the opinion
that the Church “has lost its hold on the affections of
the people. Again, when reference is made to the
character, the demeanour, and the exertions of our
parochial Clergy, T do fearlessly maintain that within
the time mentioned a great and signal improvement
has taken place ; not onlyis much more duty performed
by each Clergyman, but the Services have gained in
devotional ‘eﬂ'ecl_. Itis mainly through the agency of
the parochial ministry that the number of children’ re-
ceiving Church Education exceeds in a manifold degree
what it was at the commencement of the period. Far

be it from me to deny that much more remai
s jat mai
achieved ; but surely ther —

e is ground for encourage-

ment, and for thankfulness to Him who disposes the
hearts of men to render Him true and laudable service.
In particular, the zeal and devotion shown by the
younger Clergy in the exercise of their sacied functiors,
and thé general absence of ungodly levity, inspire me
with earnest hope for the future fortunes of the Church.
At the same time, it is impossible to indulge sentiments
of unmixed satisfaction ; like the memorialists I deplore
the too frequent instances of preferments being regard-
ed and treated like patrimonial property ; and I sym-
athize with them in condemning the inexcusable
axity and facility with which testimonials are some-
times subscribed by the Beneficed Clergy. That suh-
ject I have heretofore mentioned to you, and I now
recur to it with the earnestness of one who speaks of an
abuse of which he has had long and painful experience :
for of all the Diocesan matters which have caused me
uneasiness, and occupied time which would have been
more usefully and agreeably employed in the perform-
ance of other duties, far the greater part would never
have occurred, had proper inquiry been made into the
character and conduct of individuals by those who sub-
scribed testimonials in their fayvour.”

SysTEmaTic AND DistincTivE EbUcaTiON OF
THE CLERGY.—I sympathize with the Statement in
regretling the want of ¢a systematic and distinctive
education for the Clergy,” and one of the objects which
has never been absent from my mind has been an in-
stitution for that purpose, in which candidates for holy
orders might pass a certain time between their degree
and their ordination in such appropriate studies as
would qualify them for the exercise of their ministry.
But I have been deterred from the attempt by the ve-
hement jealousies of the two parties prevailing amongst
us, and the disinclination visible on both “sides to sup-
port any establishment, the management of which was
not likely to advance their own particular views. The
promotion of any exclusive scheme of Clerical Educa-
tion would tend to aggravate those divisions, the effect
of which it is my earnest wish to heal. But the object
will continue to be foremost in my thoughts; and if it
should be the will of Providence to continue my life,
and to restore the physical strength in which I am now
deficient, I shall not despair of laying before you a pro-
posal for its accomplishment.”

“Seckssions To Rome.—The subject here touched
upon is that which above all others, in my opinion,
Churchmen must deplore, and at which our enemies
may rejoice. It is true that tte defections are few in
reference to the whole number of the Clergy, and still
fewer in comparison with thatof the edncated laity of
the country ; but even in point of number they are not
inconsiderable ; and whatever may be said of the in-
dividuals themselves, the fact remains, that the de-
fection originated in one of the nurseries of.our Church,
causing a suspicion, apparently not ill-founded, that the
springs were poisoned at their source. - That the fore-
most person to rash into this ss well as every othér ex-
travagance should be the yourg, the thoughtless, aud
the enthusiastic, was no morethan might be expected.
Some minds are so constituted that they must always
be holders of extreme opinbns; whi?:z the unfixed
character of such temperameits keeps their views in
continual fluctuation, and therby accounts for the fre-
quent phenomenon of a rapid novement from puritani-
cal to popish predilections. Bit let us not flatter our-
selves into sccurity by such aguments. AU the de-
serters are not such as we havedescribed. There are
some among them whose fall it i« impossible to con-
weaiplawe Wimnout the deepesl grief, accompanied by
surprise and bumiliation. Let us pray the Great Father
of the Church, whose favour towards this His household,
has been so often and marvellously displayed, so to
dispose the hearts of His faithful servants, that they
may seriously consider what course may best conduce
to the support and the enlargement of tie true and un-
adulterated faith, and thereby turn this visitation to our
lasting profit.—Felix Farley’s Journal.

ProrosEp New BisHopric.—A bill is to be intro-
duced into parliament in the ensuing session, which
has for its object the erection of the Channel Islands
into a bishopric, and separating them from the diocese
of Winchester. The reason assigned for this step in
the preamble of the bill is, ‘* that the Channel Islands
are above a hundred miles from England, and conge-
quently still further removed from Winchester, the seat
of their bishop. Their population is of a character
tota.llfr distinet from the rest of the diocese, and is
rapidly increasing. Jersey contains 12 rectories and
20 churches inall, and 25 clergymen ; Guernsy contains
10 rectories, fourteen churches 1n all, and 15 clergymen 5
the islands of Sark and Alderney contain each one cler-
gyman and one church. The contemplated new bishop
1s not to have a seat in the house of Lords, and his in-
;;u;:te is not to exceed £2,000 per annum.”— Morning
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From our Euglish Files.

WHAT 18 TO BE DONE WITH IRELAND 2—We do
not profess to penetrate the mysteries of the Cabinet
deliberations, but it is no secret that the Irish question
has been, and is, the source of serious discussion. Lord
John Russell has placed himself in that position which
is 50 common to rash men, and so fatal to statesmen-—
a position in which to advance is impossible, and to re-
tire unsafe, dishonourable, and self-destructive. He
has not even the excuse which might be alleged by the
feeble head of a disorganized party, that he had been
forced into a path which his judgment condemned. He
was not driven into the difficulty by any popular cla-
mour—for he himself, by his %urxam letter, evoked
the clamour which has created the difficulty. It was
in vain that Sir James Graham and Lord Aberdeen
pointed out to him precisely the dilemma on the horns
of which he is at this moment writhing. Itis not often
that pelitical predictions are so hlerale and speedily
fuliilled as in this instance. Over and over again,
through the weary course of the debates on the Ee-
clesiastical Titles Bill, we urged upon the consideration
of the Government, that when the question arose of
applying it to Ireland, they would be reduced to the
a!te_rnatjve of either throwing that country into violent
civil commotion, or degrading the law itself by per-
mitting, with impunity, its ostentatious violation. The
time 1s come wher. the bitter alternative is forced on
the attention of the Ministers, and the cannot long post-
pone their determination.  If ever any man was pledged
1o a definite course of political action, Lord John Russell
is pledged to prosecute the Irish Bishops under his own
Act. He called forth the popular excitement against
the Roman Catholics, and stimulated it by hopes of a
strong repressive measure ; he ultimately brought in a
Bill which fell far short of the expeciations he had
aroused ; and the question now arises, is he Efel’a“‘d
to give effect to the modicum of coercion which he in-
duced Parliament to sanction? [Incredidle as it may
appear to any man of common sense, we believe that

the Premier flattered himself with the fond anticipation

-

e
that the Trish Bishops would submit to be str Ped.olf
their titles without resistance. Such an expectali®
was, on the face of it, absurd. Even if we gave
prelates no credit for religions zeal, it is impqsslb]e !
to see how great an accession of influence is open beS
such of them as may be willing to make themsel¥
martyrs for £100. ~ The Romish ecclesiastics WoU
have forfeited for ever their reputation for astuteneﬂ.v
if they had missed so fair an opportunity of “Esr‘f:d
dizing their power. When James IT. was thwar o
by the seven Bishops he exclaimed, ¢ Those men ",j
determined to be martyrs, and so they shal hat
William III., on a similar occasion, said, I see !
these persons are bent on being prosecuted, and ¥
bent on disappointing them,” ~Mr. Macaulay JU
observes that these dissimilar answers account Ofwd
different fates of the two Monarchs. The Whl%t. 4
J. Russell has chosen the policicy of the Stuart ;;'““
We return to the question—Will Lord John RU
enforce his Bill against the Irish Bishops? Can 1’.“
that the early assembling of the Cabinet has Bnyd“”
to do with a determination of Lord Clarendon not iy
be the instrument of such a policy 2 We could r ot
believe this. Lord Clarendon has had to deal Wl‘h.ed,
Irish rebellion, in which the vast power of the 4
ho-d was ranged on the side of government an: a
It would be no matter of wonder, were he to § i
from a contest in which such a body would be no“’!'t.
not with him, but would be at the head of the "".“,
ance. If the priests bad sided with Smith o'%,
the matter would not have ended in a cabbage g3
Whatever may be the theoretical view of the ques
the religion of a country is, for all practical pur (s
the religion of the majority of its people. Romal,
is the religion of the majority of the Irish—a Pw‘nd
peculiarly susceptible of ecclesiastical influences,
the grievance which the priests have to allegé l:te‘l
simple as to be intelligible to the most unedtt
mind. “ Whereas your bishops and pastors have "= ¢
for many years in the enjoyment of certain t i
respect and honour, conferred by their ecclesid®
superior, the Pope, and assumed without question unﬂ‘
this time, they are now made subject to fine an 5
prisonment.”  O’Connell himselfcould not have Pﬂ:unt
for a more hopeful ery. Twenty years back, 1h‘?; you
of the Whigs against the Tories was, ¢ What W‘,l on
do with Ireland 2 We now retort the questioh o
Lord John Russell. We tell him publicly——wh.at that
Clarendon has probably told him in the 'CounC‘l’mwt
his legislation of last Session has made the goverfiy iy,
of Ireland impossible. It is a grave evil, n?_m:gw
that a law passed after long discussion, and affirm
large majorities, should be openly and osten'?qot
defied. But the dilemma is the work of the M‘“'sbi"ch
Reason and toleration contended against the Bill w”ad
they forced upon the Legislature; it was P"'-cb it
against in every stage; and the perplexily Wl“"
has produce was abundanily foretold. The ‘0‘:. Jast
is beginning to recover from the infatuation ©
winter, and to nnderstand
** How nations sink by darling schemes oppresi-”
When vengeance listens to the fool's request. of
Lord John Russell has thought fit to-play the P:'ﬂ
both the impersonations in this drama. We lga_\"n int0
to settle with the country for the false poslﬂ"e and
which he has led it, by making the mainlenan‘;ce of
the dignity of the law incompatible with the P
the empire.—Morning €hron. Wﬂf"f'
NiTeATE OF SopA As A Top DRrESSIEG FOR 1k

not

d

—Havineg read that some very eood far s spring
make a practice of top dress‘trng their wheat “‘esﬂ, try
with pitrate of scda, 1 determined once MOT€ " oy

this salt, which, as the older members of ouf anUrer
will remember, was once a very fashionable #
but the use of which was discontinued by its 8d¥ and
in consequence of its tendency to lay the Co.‘ po¥
to produce mildew. These two serious faults; 1%, ate
appears, may be corrected by mixing with the o en
a moderate quantity of common sea-salt—whicX ",
used in heavy doses, destroys the life of grass e
may therefore readily supposed to counterd P
dangerous suddenness of vegetation that nitrat® fyg
duces. Thus common salt may prevent milde ;

is known certainly, on some soils, to streﬂl‘heeﬂv
straw. The nitrate was sown as directed, att m0®
of one ewt. per acre, mixed with one cwt. of ¢° peitf
salt ; but this quantity was not given at 0BC&
divided as enjoined into two doses, applicd at w”.o

night’s interval, and in showery weather- rtio?
applied to a ten-a:re piece of white wheat, 2 Foyole
thereof being, however, passed over. he 10
produce has been thrashed out already in order Spraté
the effect ; a portion was top-dressed, not with 215
but guano. The result is as follows :— v:!‘ﬂ‘
Bushel o Costof . et
per acr;. inhl.}cu::l:;ll. Dressing llgro‘”# 1
Undressed......... 21 i s 15¢: 06
Guano, 2 cwt. ... 24 3 20s.
Nitrate, 1 cwt. and, 925 o
Salt 1 ewt...... 25} 43 175.

The other trial was made on an eight acre P'ce":n L4
wheat following barley. The wheat l}ﬂd bedi .
appear very blue and spindling, notwithsta8%s Fyp
good coat of dung given it in the antumn; ¥ medi'?
for eross cropping. ~ The improvament was i®% ¢ i
and has stood the test of threshing, for the aczn“ob
as follows. Two acres were threshed, on€ b,ol’“
side adjoining the half acre in the middle on ¥

nitrate of soda was sown :—
Value '}“rﬂ‘:«

Bushels Increase Cost of Acré :d pﬁ“
per Acre. in Bushels. Dressing. Increas!

Produce:
Undressed... 10} o5 e g
Nitrated..... 273 8% 17s. ;- AR%

poo %
The profit on the piece is certainly more 'bxo"”
value to rental of the land, which is a poor] s
sand. The theory of this action is now clea’ :!uoﬁ"'
lished by Mr. Lawes's experiments, for % unt”
whether as ammonia in guanno or whether 12 ;heﬂ"(
is proved to be the food generally wanted by ,-ML
M. Pusey in Royal Agricultural Society’s JOUT g 6%
MANUFACTURE OF MoUNTAINS.—PROFES
RINA.—This gentleman who is professor % /¢
history at the University of Lodi, made befor;ﬂ”ﬁp
of private friends, two nights ago, a very refofﬂ’w
experiment illustrative of his theory as to th¢ X
of mountains. He melts some substances; ¥ xlm o
to-himself, in a vessel, and allows the liqui 0%
At first it presents an even surface, but & pow Lo
tinues to ooze up from beneath, and g’adu?i'cwns'th
tions are formed, until at length ranges, 80 pape v”(j-
hills are formed, exactly corresponding in Fipoet%;
those which are found on theearth. Even 95" Gor
cation the resemblance is complete, and
can produce on a small scale the phenom®” oforer it
floes and earthquakes. He contends, e e ﬂf
the inequalities on the face of the globe ]icfl“"‘l n°
of certain materials first reduced by the apl;"y 10
heat to a liquid state and then allowed grad¥ g »
solidate. In another and more practical




