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tured goods. The question is one of great
difflculty for the new Government.

Two paragraphs of President Cleve-
land's message to Congress, which was
delivered about a week ago, are of special
interest to all British subjects. In the
first, the President assures Congress that
there is no longer a difficulty between the
Government of Great Britain and that of
the United States in regard to the Vene-
zuelan boundary ; in the second, that
progress has been made in the direction
of an agreement between the two govern-
ments for the construction of a general
treaty of arbitration, for the settlement of
all difficulties which may hereafter arise
between the two dountries.
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of justice ; fast Atlantic steamnships between a Cana-
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ormer held A second project referred to is tbat
denounced for the construction of a submarine cabl

Cfair to the betwee p Vancover, or some other poift

on the Pacific Coast of the Dominion,
and Australia. A number of British and
colonial delegates are now considering
the matter in England. Their sessions
are, for the present, secret, but in all pro-
bability their conclusions will be given to
the public in a few weeks. Such a cable
would bring not only Canada, but the
Mother Country as well, into direct and
independent telegraphic communication
with the Australian colonies, and with
the great Eastern world, over British
territory. There is, to say the least, a
good prospect of the early completion of
this enterprise, but the report of the dele-
gates is eagerly looked for.

The third project is the greatest of all.
It is nothing less than the Federation of
the British Empire, that is, of the United
Kingdom and the Colonies, especially the
self-governing colonies. This large con-
ception is warmly advocated by a number
of proninent Canadians, among them
some menbers of the teaching fraternity.
Dr. Parkin, at present Principal of Upper
Canada College, it will be remembered,
"stumped the Empire "-to borrow an
expression from the Pall Mall Gazette-on
behalf of it. As the thoughtfui reader
will readily conceive, the difficulties in
the way of framing and carrying out such
a scheme are enormous, and are made
almost, if not quite, insuperable by its
being now complicated, whether neces-
sarily or otherwise, with a proposal for
preferential tariffs within the Empire, as
against foreign countries.. This would
involve on the part of those colonies
which, like Canada, tax British goods at
the same rate as foreign a reduction of
tariff in favor of the Mother Country as
against outsiders. This might seem both
reasonable and practicable, but for the
fact that the Mother Country, acting on
free trade principles and already admit-
ting colonial products free, could not re-
ciprocate save by taxing the products of
foreign nations, and so not only raising
the price of the bread-stuffs and other
necessaries which she so largely imports
for her own people, but incurring the dan-
ger of retaliatory tariffs by those nations.

WE thus briefly mention these impor-
tant matters mainly in order to remind
our readers that our Dominion seems
just now to have reached a very im-
portant point, we might almost say a
crisis, in its history, and is likely to make
history very fast during the next few years.
Teachers of the young should be among
the most deeply interested and intelligent
students of events.

AFFAIRS in relation to the Eastern ques-
tion appear to be just now in a quiescent
state. It is altogether likely that diplo-


