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of this he probably soon lost, aevertheless this capacity of
civilization and his desire for superior comfort remained.
He retained enough to carve sut for himself a new condi-
tion, or rather civilization, in which here and there may
be traced a dim semblance of the far off old, in the laws,
religion, art, and traditions of Mexico and Peru.

DOLILARS AND CENTS.

81112 1 Dowing appeared in an English Magazine in
186, but it will still retain interest with those
whe r anember our “Silver Nuisance,” in Canada,
pri rtthe year 1870, the closing anecdote calls
to mind our old fellow citizen, Mr. Rattray, one of our pio-
neer Numismatists in Montreal.

In intimat coonection with the banking system of the
United States . 11 the various and intricate currency re-
gulations of th - Jmted States and Canada. I include the
currency system of the Canadas in this connection, because,
though under scparate governments and political institutions,
the United States and the British provinces are closely allied
in their commercial, monetary, and other business transac-
tions.

At the first glance nothing seems to be more simple and
facile of comprchension than the American system of reck-
oning money in dollars and cents ; and, if no other method
were in use, nothing could be more simple in reality. With
the single cexception of the 3 cent piece, a piece of money
coined cxpressly for postal purpose (three cents being the
uniform rate of letter postage throughout the United States,)
the decimal coinage is carried out in all the purely American
coinage, which consists of cents only, in copper or nickle ;
5, 10, 25, and 50 cent pieces in silver ; and 24, 5, 10, and
20 dollar picces in gold. A few years since 3 dollar pieces
we. . coined, a1d a few 50 dollar octagon-shaped coins were




