were meant to anfwer. - 'lhaugh there
‘has. appcarcd fince the rivival of l:t.
ters, 3 numgrous Jift” of Crities on the

Bible,' ‘hitlc «has bccn done, our/Author

thinks,
. % For afcertammg the _proper; nnd,
fome refpeCts peculiar rules of - crmc-ﬁm:,

the Sacred Books ; for pointing out the

‘difficulties and dangers to which the .dif.
ferent methods have been' cxpofcd ; and
- the moft probable' means of furmounlmg
the one, and efeaping the othier. Some-
thmg in this way has been attempted here.

DrsCy protcﬂ‘cs to have endeavoured
with €qual care, to avoid ap” immoderate
anachment to gariguity and mewelty 5 nor
is he confcious of having

6" In" any in@ance bgen inglined to dif.
gmfe the falfity of an opmlon.bccaufc an-="
cient, or haftily admig its- truth, becaufe
new,—There arc indeed (fays hc) many
cafes, ‘wherein antiquity and wniverfality
. .are évidences of the fame importance ;
and ithas been all along my intention,
. rievér_to overlook thcfe cjreumflances,
where lhcy ‘could be vrged with propricty :
for.certain it is, that fingularity is rather
an unfavojrable prcfumpnon but | hope
_.thaty wnh the help of fome things which
are treated of in the differtations,the intel.
lxgent and czndid reader will be convmccd
. that no“where have 1 more effeQually re-
_ﬂorcd the urdifguifed featiments of anii-
quity,: than where' I employ expreflions
1v:h|ch, ,at firlt fight, may appear. ta pro-
~gecd from the affe& :uzou of novelty. -

Laiithoria lmlca fter) wheiein Jiterary pro-
~ difions afe fo greatly’ mulnplxcd it is
> potmatter of wonder that’ readers, when
~‘-~thcy hear ofan)rncw work, cnqmre about
. Wwhat, in ‘modern. phrafe 5 called the,
;~_.rr5-xralxryof !hcthoughts, and thz beau-
- gies of Ryle it poffefies.’ Thc prefs teems,
" daily, with. the labours of the learndd,
. Plenty in thas, asin‘every other commos.,
- dity, makes® pt.opl-' harder to be pleafed

it happens, thit authors arc fome-
' or the fake of gramymg

" the" fattidions
: {1 bemg mare . {plucucus
E about ‘the’ ncvm:f:, thin abotut” thc truth
“of -tk :rifenumems. . Though I

11 ‘tl;,h_ prcf’rcnco m;udmcus
- hén

thing’ wh’rcm religitn,
o céred. To this, hu,,
!heref (] no?fachﬁcc can& be. ex.,
,‘nnc;pal pare. of .the
_’ZE- !ranﬂ:nor, e
his ™ aatiior:and his. fubjed,
) aum.to,gongmalny _—
h ughta-lare tlleau!hor S+ thc tranflator's’
ﬁnefs i5 13 convey thcm, unadulteratcd,

P o . e

: ‘cﬁ'cits prcdxﬂcd h;vc_y
¢ 1n an age like the? prcs’:nt, {fays our L2

fle:. of _lhc-r rgaders, to; ..

cannoc :

€ fubjcst it is highly,.
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-

in thc wordz of a nolhcr)angua:c.-—-!n tlu

"“ tianflation “here offcred, | have endéa-

vgured to conform l\né’tly to thjs nbhgq-
uon. As to thercmnrks to'be found”

~ the' differrations and notes, nothing }vns
* farther from my purpofe’ than to facrifice
trygthto novelty ; at the fame time, - § will

frankly acknowledge, that if .1 had not.
thonght myfelf quahﬁ:d to-throw fome
hghlon this matt important part of ho!y
writ, no conﬁdcrauon thoutd have in-
duced me to obtrude ; my rcﬁc&nons on the
pubhc.

With regard to thc lanquagc, parucuhr-
ly of the vecfion itfelf, fimplicity, proprie-
ty and perfpicuity, are the ‘qualitics at
which 't author chicfly aimed ; and we
will take upon us to_fay,-that his aim
bas been (éldom fruftrated,

.Dr. C. then obviates the obje@ions that
have lately been made by fame otherwifa
‘knowmg and inzenioys men,’ againft
giving new tranflations of . any part of-
fcripture ; and combats tlxcm by much thg
fame rcal’omngs. a3 Dr...Geddes has em-
ployed in the agperdix. to bis- profpeus of
a new trapflation of . the bible.” In fadl,
the ime och&xon: have becn made .as
painfl every new lnnﬂauun irom thq
bcgmmng and—

Itis rcm;rkable (fays ovr :;ulhor), xhal '
from the days af Jerom to the pretent,-the .
famk terrible forebodings have always ac-

~campanied the undertaking,: and vanifhed

on the ¢Xecution 3 infomuch that the Iau\.
ur alterwa :d:.

bccn heard of. .
*'Sorae perhaps (commu*s&w)
h—z; ro mtcrpofc, if-neve trasfl
only t3°be ufed as privatz bdp: fer.
irg 'bt jcr:,:xurn, dhey svenld rot - bé; ijtﬂtd
oy’ i Larsvsar kgs alarined tbrm;ndsaf wen ity
thas fome attempty bave been made o perfuade.
tke pablic, cl'tjemrd rhere’is Serarew and
mere corr(éf vc::/i'ou ofitbe bible; wvith t{ ef@r' )
rien of the l;lglcr _povers _./'*r 1he ufe ofitbe
churches. , Asito uny.projz&t. of this Kiad Iy
can_fay very lmlc, as. ] know not.-in para:
ncular what is projefted : at the fame.
time l’ m',xﬂ. acknm\ledgt, tlat m the g
neral vscw, ‘iCappears to me i very deli-;
cptg point ST o eftablith a, verfion of fcrip-
turg, by human, aulhou.y in the public fer-.

e, rcar'. yi

“vicg of God, ,to' the. exprefs exclufion of.

every, other verﬁon, is a meafurc :hout P
th.public propriety of which, at any time.:
1 am far ﬁom being ('amﬁ:d The publ)c

'gene,al ufe of. thc[n in private; s.ud o
this private ufe, nodoubt, the favourable .

Fhe~—opinion: ‘of-the-pafiors- {but-more-wepres-

fun)c, (ﬁe high ‘idea that was “entertained
‘ol !he rr..nﬂators abxlmcs) grcatly cona
o Aributed



