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A FATHER'S VISIT: A REMINISCENCE OF SCHOQL-BOY
ST T W pays. o
© (CHAMBLY.)

One scene my memory recalls,
f mingled griof and joy.
Of school-hay days. two brathers we,
And oach a thoughtless boyr:

*Twas when, ono day, our names pronouneed,
And apswering to the call

By leaving with a bounding heart
The form, books, slate, and all,

We quickly from the room cscaped,
Its bustie. noise, and din.

And speeding through the silent street
Soon reached the quietinn.

And whathad taken place. from which
We both sueh joy derived.

While all the cthers envious were ?
Qur father had arrived!

And oh. how sweet that meeting was!
By mem’ry still retained ;—

His words and smiles were balm to us,
Whose fragrance long remained.

We talked of home. and talked of school,
And how we jate had thriven:

And to the questions asked by all
Were welcomne answers given.

But ah—how had the two hours flown |
Gone like n dream away!

Vain were entreaties on our part,
He could not longer stay.

Through snow-clad districts wild and drear
He had a long way come,

And yetmuch fanther must extend
Hi: jourrcey wearisome.

Two borses fleet the fur-robed sleigh
Along the snow-track drew,

The echoes of whose tuneful bells
Each momens {ainter grew.

And he was gone again! While we,
Loth back o schoal 1o tread.

Strod lingering by the gate, where eroaked
The s1gn-board overhead.

Then tardily our steps retrased,
. Teco sad ore word o speak;
. In each a sense of loneliness,
That made all thicgs look blesk.

And afterwards. for mmany a day,
Whernever sauntering past.
Upen the windows of that inn
A wistful glance we cast;

Agpd thouzht ¢f him whao had been thers,
Whose presence did cnece lend
Enchantment 10 the reom witkin,—
Qur father aud our {riead.

And he. the honest and the true,
The loving and the kind,
Long left an influence tor gewd,
I fain would think. behind.
R.H. VW,

THE SOCIETY UPON THE STANISLAUS.

BY BREET HARTE.

I reside at Table Mountain and my name is truthful James;
I am not up to small deceit or any sinful games:
And 1’1l tell in simple langunage what I know about the row
That broke up our Sociery upon the Stanizlow.

But frst T wounld remark. that it is not a2 proper plan
For apy scientific gent to whale his fellowman, .
And, if a member don’t agree with his peculiar whim,
Teo lay for that same member for to * put a head ™ on him.

Now nothing conld be finer or more beantiful to see

Than the first six months’ prozecdings of that same society,
T!1l Brown of Culaveras brought a lot of jossil bones
That he found within a tunnel near the tenemetit of Jones.

Then Brown he read a paper., and be reconstructed there.
From those saroe bones. an animal that was extremely rare:
And Jones theo asked the Chair for a suspension of the rules.
Till he could prove that those vame bones was one of hislost mmules.

Then Brown he smiled a bitter smile. and said he was at fault ;
It seemed he had been trespassing on Jones’ tamily vault;

He was a most sareastic man. this quiet Mr. Brown,

And on several occasions he has cleaned cut the town.

Now I hold itis not decent for a =cientific gent

To say another is an ass—atleast to all intent.
Nor should the individual who happens to be meant
Reply by heaving rocks athim to any greatextent.

Then Abner Dean of Angel's raised a point of order. when

A chunk of oid red sandstone tnok him in the abdomen,
And be smiled a kind of sickly smile, and curled up on the floor,
And the subsequent proceedings interested him no more.

For in less time than I write it. every member did engage

In a warfare with the remnants of a palivozoic uge,
And the way they heaved those fosgile in their anger was a sin,
Till the ckull of an old mammoth caved the head of Thowmpaen in.

And thiz iz all { have 1o say of these improper games,

For I live at Table Mountain and my name is truthful James,
Apnd I've told in simple Iangunge what T know about the row
That broke up our Society upon the Stanislow.
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DANIEL WEBSTER'’S CARELESSNESS IN MONEY
MATTERS.

A correspondent of the Boston Transcript tells the following
story :—*¢ Pecuniary retentiveness was by no means a distin-
guishing trait in Mr. Webster's character, nor was much dis-
tinction always made in his disbursernents between the can-
celling of his own debts and the relief of others. A young
New England friend of mine, a printer by trade, attempted to
seek his fortune in Sonth America, and for this purpose em-
barked with a printiog press and types for Bucnos Ayres.
He had not taken the precaution 1o effect any insurance, nor
to arrange for the adceptance of any home draft in case of
necessity.  The vessel was wrecked on the passage and his
property lost. He was on shore without any considerable
1uuds, and his mweans were soon exhausted. There was no
Enulish printing office in which he could find cmployment,
and he had no acquaintance with the language of the country
or with any resident there,  He soon formed a slight acquain-
tance witha man speaking Engligh, who suggested to him
the drawing, for his immediate relicf, upon some friend in
New York or Boston., He honestly told his adviser that he
had no authority for so doing. The suggestiona was then made
that somebody might be willing to accept for the honour of
the drawer, and if he would 1nke a draft of $100 upon some

person whose name might be known at Buepos Ayres, there
might be a possibility, with his aid, of getting the money.
Thinking it almost a case of life and death, and hoping to be

Jin funds from bis earnings before the draft could be sent to this

country -and be returned protested, as he expected, in th‘u.mu
dinary and then the only course of transmission by sailing
vessels, the young man gladly availed himself of the sugges-
tion. The question then was, what name he should propose
as the one upon whom to draw. He named by turn several
“solid men " of Boston, notone of whom seemed to be known,
or to meet with favour. He happened to think of Duniel
Webster, whom he knew only by his world-wids reputation.
The broker to whom the negotintion was proposed at once
caught at the name, and was satisfied with it.  The draft was
accordingly made, and the money raised at the customary dis-
count. The young man remained abroad for a year or two,
and was tolerably successful., Not a word was heard of any
protested draft, and on his return to Boston he called with
the money to repay Mr, Webster, and to make the best apology
he could for the liberty he had taken. To his surprise, Mr,
Webster said he knew nothing about the matter. On his in-
sisting that the deaft must bave been necepted and paid, Mr,
Webster so far yiclded to his wishes as to suggest his calling
again, and that in the meantime he would set his clerk to
making some examination. It turned out on n second call,
that the dmft had Leen found cancelled, and, as the clerk said,
was discovered among many other loose papers in ohe of the
office desks.  Mr. Webster was then paid the hundred dollars
but declined any remuneration, which was urged upon him,
in the way of interest un his strictly accommodation loan.”

PNEUMATIC TUBES.

Poeumatic tubes, for trmnsmitting small parcels, or “carriors’
containing telegrams, are now in use between different affices
in Parisand London. Twelve of the principal offices in Paris
are connected by these tubes. The carrier consists of a brass
box, shaped like g clock weight, placed inside a tightly-titting
case of hard leather.  After many experiments, this form has
been found the best adapted for the service, The messages
are placed with addressed ezvelopes in the enrrier, tozether
with a list showing the number and Jdestinations of the mes.
sages.  The carrier stops at every oftice on the route, that mes-
sages may he taken out and others put in,  Each ofice is
furnished with a Morse instrument and line wire, There is one
main circuit, 21,497 feet in length, two sccondary, 17,350 feet
and 16,617 feet, and a branch line 3,712 feet, making a total of
59,176 feet, or eleven miles. “The tmins” start from the
central station every fifteen minutes, stopping at five offices,

In London, two metheds have been adopted ;s one cunsists
of & circuit «r continuous tobe, leading from the central tele-
graph office to the general post oftice, and back to the start-
ing place : the other of single tubesleading to separate offives.
These tubes are of lead, about one and a half inches in
diamcter, and are inclosed in iron pipes for protection. The
carrier is a small eylinder of gutta percha, covered with cotton.
Two, or even three, are sent at the same time, The transit
occupies about one half a minute through the longest tube,
3,600 feetin length,

A constant movement of the carriers is kept upin the circuit
in both directions; they are placed in aloop of the main pipe,
which is closed, a valve is opened into the main pipe, and by
the same movementa column of compressed air is letin behind
the carrier, which propels it through the tube intoe a similar
tube at the other office.  Another carrier can at the same time
be sent from the other office, the air being exhausted from the
tube. ‘ '

The single tubes are operated in the same way, The carrivrs
are sent by pressure, and returned through a vacuum, OQue
engine only is required, which is at the central office, and
works two large cylinders, one of which is used as o reservoir
for the compressed air, the other for the vacuum. A nearly
uniform pressure of eight pounds to the inch is maintained.
The tubes are easily worked, and are tended by hoys,

Uccasionally, in a rush of business, they become clogred,
and the whole force of the compressed air is then turned into
the pipe.  If that be insufficient, & head of waier fifty feet in
height isadded, and the carrier forced through.  All commu-
nications relative to the use of the tubes are made by siguals
on telegraph wires. '

]

DiprereNT Wavs oF Masing Tea —The Chinaman puts his
tea in a cup, pours hot water upon it, and drinks the infusion
off the leaves; he mever dreams of spoiling the flavour with
sugar or cream. The Japanese triturates the leaves before
putting them in a pot. In Morocco they put green tew, a
little tansy, and a great deal of sugar in a teapot, and fill it
up with boiling water. In Bokhara every man carries a small
bav of tea about him, a certain quantity of which he hands
over to the booth-keeper he patronizes, who concoct< the
beverage for him. 'The Bokhariot finds it as difficult io pass
& tea-booth as our dram-drinker does to go by a gin-palace,
His breakfast beverage is Schitschj, that is, tea, flavoured with
milk creum, or mutton-fat, in which bread is soaked., During
the daytime sugarless green tea is druok, with the uccom pani-
mcent of cakes and flour and mutton suet. Tt is considered
an inexcusable breach of manners to coal the hot cup of wea
with the breath ; but the difficulty is overcome by supporting
the right elbow in the left hand, and giving a circular imove.
ment to the cup. How long the tea takes to draw is calentat ol
to a second ; and when the can is empticd, it is passed round
among the company for each tea-drinker to take up as many
leaves as ean be beld between the thumb and finger—the
leaves being csteetmed an especial dainty. When Mr. Bell
was travelling in Asiatic Russia he had to claim the hospita-
lity of the Buratsky Arabs. 'I'he mistress of the tent, placing
n large kettle on the fire, wiped it carefully with w horse's
tail, filled it with water, and threw in some conrse ten and a
little salt. When this was near boiling point, she tossed the
tea iabout with & brass ladle until the liquor became very
brown, and then it was poured off into another vessel, Clean-
sing the kettle as before, the woman set it again on the fire,
in order to fry a paste of meal and fresh butter. Upan this
the tea and some thick cream were then poured, the ladle put
into requisition, and after a time the whole set aside to cool,
Half-pint wooden mugs were handed round, and the ten ladled
into them, a tea forming meat and drink, and satisfying both
hunger and thirst. However made, tea is a blesserd invention
for the weary traveller.—Chambers’ Journal.

A Hindoo temple, to cost two lacs of rupees, is to be erected
in London,

SCIENCE AND ART.

The drying of grapes, for making raising, is becoming a
large industry in California, the highly saccharated juice of
the American grapes peculiarly fitting them for the purpose.

Experiments recently carried on in India have proved that
coffee pulp will yield, upon distillation, 9 per cent. of its own
welght of spirit, equal in strength o Scoteh whiskey, Nothing
is suid as to the tlavour of this spirit in its raw state, but it
appears 1o on the spot o price nearly equivalenl to 4s,
6d. per gallon,

realize

Prof. Nanch, of Riga, hns discovered that thin glass tubes,
when they have o ball blown at their cnds, give out o distinet-
ly audible and clear note on cooling, so long ax the relation of
the size of the ball to the length of the tube dovs not pass o
certain Himit.  The sound is ascribed to vibrations sct up by
the inrush of air consequent upon cooling.

MISCELLANEOUS.

The London Socicety of Arts has issued aspecimen envelope,
which it suggests as a substitute for the postal eard. It isa
small oblong sheet of thin paper, the top side being shaped
off in the form of the usual envelope flaps. The inside of the
sheet having been written on, the two sides nre folded in, the
bottom folded over them, and then the flap brought down and
fixed in the usual way with moistened gum.  The whole is
very simple and light, weighing two grains less than the post
card. Both in regard to public and postal convenicuce it
seems in every way preferable to the post-card,

We do not think thst the following ancedote is gencerally
Konown : The motto to No. 154 of the Spertotor ixa well-kown
quotation from Juvenal, ¢ Nemo repenty venit tarpissimus)?
which may be freely translated. ¥ No man gets thoreughly bad
at once.”  In the course of the pablication of the number in
question, in folio, the paper, as it vame, was cotmmoenly buog
up within the bars of the coffee-houses nt Oxford and  Cune
bridge. A wag at the University, who stole in o read this
number at a prohibited titne, wrote the following transiation
uuder the motto ;s « It is a long while ere one becones a sessor

Sellow !

The French military asthorities have ordered maps and
plans to betaken of all the field-works and batteries construet-
ed by the Germans during the stk on Paris. A part of thiy
procecding is from a desire to campenrsate the sulerers, but
also with the object of discovering the vxact method of the
whale attack, and then to further {orufy Paris, and make: it
henceforth impregnable. The food question will, we think,
also have to be re-studied, and potted meats and sansagzes be
viewed from a very large amd seientitic point of observation,
The war absolutely depended upon suusazes, and but for the
discovery of the Frankfort sausage savant, how would Ger-
many have got on?

By an Imperial ukase issucd at ¥t Petersburg on the 3tst
ult.,, the Emperor has conferred the title of Altesse upon
Prince Gortschakoff and his heire, in recognition of the
glorions services rendered by the Prince to the country and
of the ability with which the Black Sea qunestion bhas been
setibsd ina pacific manoer, and with dignity 10 Russin. Baron
Brunnow is raised to the dignity of Count, and General
Ienatied? receives the Alexander Newski Order. The official
Abendpost of Vienna has commenced & serics of articles to dis-
prove the assertion that the Loudon Conference only endorsed
the plaus of the Czar. The tirst article points out the gain
to Austria in the subjection of the Dielta of the Danube to
the authority of the European Comwmission,

A curious conflict has arisen between the Prussian and
Ttalian enveys at Munich.  The latter, the Marchaze Miglio-
rati, gave adinner the other day at which Baron Werthern, the
Prussian representative, was present.  Among the tonsts pro-
posed on this ocenston was ens in honour of the Empoeror of
Germany, and Baton Werthern, after cmptyioeg his glass,
broke ity asis often done in Germany when the health of some
one who is regarded with special respect oraffection is drunk.
This greatly offended the Italinn envoy, who took the matter
as a personal insult, and the two diplomatists began to abusa
cach other in words so undiplomatic that one of the Indies
fuinted from terror. Acvording to the last necounts from
Munich, the affair is not yot settled, and is likely to becoma
the subject of a correspondence between the two Governments,

A coloured man, to whom meat was a rare blesging, one day
found in his trap a plump rabbit. He took him ont alive,
held him under his arm, patted bim and began to specuiate
on his qualitivs. “ Oh, how berry fat!  De faftest 1 ever did

sre ! Let us see how me cook himm.  Me roazt him. Noj; he
be 5o berry fat, he losc all de grease. Me fry him! A, he
be very fat, he fry hissclf! Golly, how fat he bet! Den me

stew him.”  The thought of the savory stew made the nigger
forget himself, and in spreading ont the feast to his imagina-
tion, his arm relaxed, when off hopped the rallit, and squat-
ting at a goodly distance, eyed bis lust owner with great
composure,  The negro knew there wasan end of the mateer,
so snmmaoning wll his philosophy, he thus addressed the rab-
bit: ¢ You long-earcd, white-whiskercd, red-eyed rat, you not
50 berry fat after all

A Y Foxey” Tricx —A few days ago, while n Scotch keeper
was going his rounds, a dog-fox in an unwuacded mowment
crossed his path.  The keeper baving some wserious charges
against the unexpected visitor for using some uuduce familia-
rities with his pheasants, avenged hin losses by firing at tho
depredator. The effect of the shot was to stun the fox, which
continiicd to manifest fuint symptoms of life, The keeper
suspended him by the neck with a strong cord to a tree, while
he sat down and enjoyed n smoke—Reynard, meanwhile, re-
maining motionless, his legs rigid, his eyes closed, his body
swinging helplessly in the breeze, apparently as dead as n
door nail.  After being cut down nnd put into the game-bag,
the Keeper turned back a few paces for his gun, but before ho
had recovered it he was confounded fo observe the fox escape
from the bag, and, giving him no time to recover from his be-
wilderment, scud out of sight in a dense cover, as if nothing
had occurred.  Porsibly he may yet aflord w run for the
hounds, who, with such a wily customeor, are not likely to bo
more uccessful in com passing his tinal ¢nd than the keeper in
quention.



