No. 33.—HOXN ' H. L. LANGE-
YIN, Q. C., C. B, MINISTER
-OF PUBLIC WORKS,

Hector Louis Langevin is the
son of Jean Langevin, Esq. of
Quebee, and was born there on
the 26th August, 1826; and e¢du-
cated at the Seminary of that
city. Having completed his edu-
cational course he entered on the
study of the law in the office of
the late M. Morin, in this city;
and afterwards completed his ar-
ticles with Mr. (wow Sir George)
Cartier. He was called to the bar
of Lowcr Canada in Qctober,
1850, and crented Queen's Counsel
in 1564. Commencing in 1847,
he cdited, for twoe years, the Meé-
langes Religfeur; and afterwards
the Journal & dgriculture. A fow
years later, having removed from
Montreal to Quuebec, where he
commesnced the practice of the
law, he became also editor of the
Courrier du Cenada. 1o 1833 ho
publishvd an Essay on Canada
which, in the general competition
that then took place, was awarded
the thicd prize; and in 1862 he
published 2 work entitled, Lirois
Administraiif ou Maauel des Fa-
rolsses ¢t Fabrigues. 1n this inti-
mate connection with litersture
Mr. Langevin had no doubt, while
serving the publlic, alzo qualitied
Limscif for the important offives
of publiv trust soon  afterwarnds
conferred upon him. 1w 1333 he
was appoinied Scerctary-Trease-
rer of the North Shore Ruailway
Comjpany 3 a few yvears later he
booame a muombar of the Quebec
Corporati-n, and in 1857 be was
electud it of the ancient
capital, wi.ivh office he held for
three yoars During that time
Lu visitad Englund on Cerpora-
tion affairs. In later years he
has beld the highest offices in the
St Jean Bapirie Society wud in the
Trnstitur Cunadien of Quebee,

Ia 1857 he entered the Legisla-
tive Assemally of Canada as mem-
ber for the Cianty of Durchester,
and continued to represent that
constituency until the Union. At
the last genecral election he was

~ Mar 21, 1870.
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clected by acclamation for tho
same county to reprasent it both
in.the House of Commons and in
the Legislative Assembly of Que-
bec,

_Mr. Laugevin's carcer in pare
linment. has boen comparntively
smouth,  He divst ntteacted gene-
ml attention by hiv Motion of
Want of Conlidence in the Brown-
Burion  Cabinet, Aagust, 1858 ;
and  few yeurs Inter he secured
the pussage of two bills through
the Assembly—ane  relating to
the mte of interest, the other for
the nbolition of public exceutions,
but both were stopped in the Le-
glslntive Council by the dissolu-
tiou  which touk plnce in May,
1863, When  the  Macdonald-
Dorien Guvermment was defeated
in March, 1861, Mr. Langevin
took otlice with his party, being
asaigned the pusition of Solicitor-
Guenernd for Lower Canada. In
November, 1866, he was appoint-
ed Poat Master General; nnd on
the 1st July, 1867, he wns ap-
pointed o member of the Quecn's
Privy Council for Canada, and
Seeretary of State in the Govern-
ment that day formed Wy S 1 Johin
A Mocdenald,  In Novomber of
lnst year, when the reconstrudtion
of the Cabinet took place conse-
uent upen the resienation of se-
veral wembors,  Mu. Laug. viu
was transferred from the Seore-
tary-ship of State to the Ministry
uf Publiv Works, which office Le
new holds,

With the othr mvmlera of the
Goverument  he  attonded  the
Charlotbitown Couvantion bheld
in the suwiner of 1864, aud also
that of Quebwe held 1 Ootaber
futlowing,  He wan, as o moember
of ths Cealition Guverument of
a4, oti: ol the v fatiiers of Cones
federation,” aud haw of course
sive that time supported the
pulicy throunghout,  In 1856 he
was ote of the six Canadian Mia-
isters whe went to London to at-
tenndd the Culunial Conferenve at
which the British North Awcrica
Act was drawn up ; and (wo years
later he ndministered the Depart-
ment of Militia and Dofenee in




